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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 
TAMPA DIVISION 


TONJA BURDEN * 

* 

VS . * 

* 

CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY OF * 

CALIFORNIA, FLAG SERVICE ORG, * 
INC., L. RON HUBBARD, and * 

MARY SUE HUBBARD * 

* 

********************************** 


CASE NO. 
30-501- 
Civ. TK 


VOLUME II 


CONTINUING DEPOSITION OF 
GERALD ARMSTRONG, pursuant to subpoena under 
the applicable Rules of Federal Procedure, 
before Julie A. Bloomingdale, Registered 
Professional Reporter in and for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts at the offices 
of Geller & Weinberg, 80 Boylston Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts, on February 11, 1986, 

commencing at 10:15 a.m. 
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APPEAR AN CES: 

FLYNN & JOYCE 

(BY: !1R. MICHAEL A. TABS) 

400 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210 

on behalf of Tonja Burden and the 
deponent, Gerald Armstrong. 


MR. ERIC D. BLUMENSON 

56 Temple Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02114 

on behalf of the Church of Scientology. 


GELLER & WEINBERG 

(BY: MR. ROGER GELLER) 

80 Bcylston Street 
Suite 910 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

on behalf of the Church of 
Scientology. 


MR. MICHAEL LEE HERTZBERG 

275 Madison Avenue 

Hew York, New York 10016 

on behalf of Mary Sue Hubbard. 
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P _ R_ 0 _ C _ E _ E D I N G _ S 
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. BLUMENSON: 

(Continuing) 

Q. You understand you're still under oath, 
Mr. Armstrong? 

A. Right. Oh, hang on, before we begin. 
Regarding this -- the transcript, it will be 
sent to me? I won't go anywhere to sign it. 

Q. Well, I think there is no waiver of 
signing before a notary, so that's something 
that you can arrange with the court reporter. 

It has to be signed in the presence of a 
notary, however. 

A. I want it sent to me and I -- also you 
still owe me one deposition from VanSchaick, 
you — it was not sent to me. 

Q. Did you — you never signed? 

A. I never saw it. 

Q. All right. I really don't know what 
happened in VanSchaick, but — 

A. I'd like it and -- 

Q. But we're not waiving the rule that 
requires signing before a notary. 

A. I can find my own notary, but I want 
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the transcript sent 
Q. All right, 
to be arranged with 
all I can say. 


to me . 

That's something that has 
the court reporter, that's 


A. No. That's something that you can 
stipulate to right now. It's completely 
within your power. 

Q. I'm not going to stipulate to waiving 
a signature before a notary. 

A. I'll sign it before a notary, but I 
want the thing sent to me. I will not go 
anywhere to see it. 

MR. BLUMENSON: One second. 

Let's go off the record for a minute. 

(A discussion was held off 


the record.) 

Q. You understand you're 


under oath, 


Gerry? 

A. Yeah, and I'd like to reiterate, 
before we begin, there is two matters. First 
of all, I want the deposition sent to me. 

I'll sign it before a notary, but I will not 
travel anywhere to read this deposition. In 
the past you have withheld deposition 
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transcripts from me which I have never yet 
even seen, you personally in VanSchaick. 

Q. No, I have not. 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. Those were all filed in court. Nov/, 
if the court reporter sent you — the court 
reporter had responsibility, apparently, to 
send you transcripts. You're now saying, "I 
didn't receive one." 

That's one reason, to make sure that 
it's all done in a room v/here everything is on 
the record, where you are presented with a 
transcript in the presence of a court reporter, 
you read it in the presence, you can't later 
come back and say, "I didn't receive this" or 
"something v/as changed in it." That's the 
reason why I'm not going to agree right now. 

A. Then, if you will not agree with that, 
then I will not proceed. It is not — I have 
never altered anything, I have always — 

Q. I didn't say you did. 

A. You certainly implied that. 

Q. I said there are charges now that 
transcripts were withheld from you and that 
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those charges would be -- which I do not 
subscribe to — those charges would be easily 
ascertainable if there was one room which you 
had been presented with the transcripts and 
you could have asked the court reporter, "What 
happened to this transcript? I didn't see it." 

MR. TABS: Mr. Bluroenson, is 

there any reason why his request cannot be 
acceded to? I don't think it is an 
unreasonable request, so the man can see the 
deposition transcript. 


MR. BLUMENSON: He's going 


to see it. He has to sign it. 


THE WITNESS: I did not see 

and I did not sign the other one. 

MR. TABB: I think he should 

see it in his own office and examine it, and 
he doesn't have to hurry because he's 
somewhere else. I think it's a very 
reasonable request. Granted Mr. Armstrong is 
a little bit excited, but it's an extremely 
reasonable request, and I don't see any reason 
why we can't agree to it. 


MR. BLUMENSON: I'm not 
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going to 

agree 

to 

i t 

right now, 

because 

— 




MR. 

TABB: What's the 

reason? 




MR. 

BLUMENSON: 

First 

of all. 

because I 

want 

it 

to 

be read in 

the presence 


of the court reporter. I'm not going to agree 
to spend — 

M R. TABB: That's not part 

of the stipulation. That's not part of the 
stipulation. Simply have a messenger send the 
court reporter down. It's been done 100 times. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Is your 

witnesses walking out now? Are you making an 
effort to keep your — 

MR. TABB: If I can get an 

agreement here for a reasonable condition yes, 
he will continue to stay here. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm not 

disagreeing with — I'm not agreeing with it. 

I want to consult with my client as to what 
the rules require. That's all I can say. 

MR. T7\BB : Why don't you 

talk to your client right now and see if there 
is any reason why not. 

MR. HERTZBERG: May the 
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record reflect that Mr. Armstrong has put on 
his coat and left the room. 

MR. TABB: Let me try to 

talk to him. You talk to your clients. I 
think this is a reasonable thing. We were 
able to get a lot of material from Gerry last 
night that's helpful to both of you. 

MR. BLUMENSON: What do you 

think of the tenor of the deposition -- 

MR. TABB: In the afternoon 

you got a lot of things done. The man is very 
upset. Please excuse me for a moment so I can 
get him before he gets to the elevator. 

MR. HERTZBERG: I don't like 

your using, as a hostage in this situation, 

"If you don't agree to this, I won't bring him 
back." 

MR. TABB: I don't know if I 

have the capacity to bring him back. I'm 
certainly going to try. 

MR. HERTZBERG: May the 

record reflect whatever time it is and that 
Mr. Armstrong stormed out of the room after a 
time in which he was yelling and screaming and 
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pointing fingers. And Mr. Tabb has now left 
the room to apparently try to bring Mr. 

Armstrong back. Let's go off the record. 

\ 

MR. BLUMENSON: It's 10:25. 

(A discussion was held off 
the record from 10:25 a.m. to 10:38 a.m.) 

MR. BLUMENSON: All right. 

THE WITNESS: Well, was 

there anything said while I was out? 

MR. BLUMENSON: We have 

agreed to your demand that the transcript be 
sent to you and be signed by a notary of your 
choice rather than — I mean signed in front 
of a notary of your choice rather than the 
court reporter. Does that satisfy you? 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. BLUMENSON: And counsel 

has agreed that he's going to order a copy of 
the transcript, in any case, for his lav/ firm. 

Q. All right. Mow, as I reminded you at 
the beginning of -- when we started at 10 
o'clock, I think I got out — 

MR. TABB: We started at 

10:15. We were waiting in the lobby for about 
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15 minutes before the deposition began. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Anyway, when 

we started, I think all I got out was a 
question to Mr. Armstrong whether he 
understood that he was under oath and which he 
did. Now 20 minutes later after that colloquy, 
we're going to resume the deposition. 

Q. Yesterday I was asking you about some 
of the conditions on the Apollo, and I want to 
ask you a few more questions about that. 

Was the Apollo, prior to L. Ron 
Hubbard purchasing it or whoever purchased it, 

I really don't know, but prior to its purchase, 
what was its function? Do you know? 

A. Cattle ferry. 

Q. Did it have -- do you know where it 

was used? 

A. I think between Belfast and Glasgow. 

Q. Did it have any kind of luxurious 

appointments such as inlaid woodwork and so on? 

A. Yeah, if you want to call that 
luxurious appointments. 

MR. TABB: Wait a second. 

Is the question when it was a cattle ferry did 
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it have or — 


MR. BLUMENSON: No. When 


Mr. Armstrong was on it. 

THE WITNESS: 


wood . 


It had inlaid 


Q. And it had berths that had been — it 
had berths with -- or cabins with tv/o berths 
in them for CMO people, did it not? 

A. Some . 


Q. And those berths or cabins with the 
two berths in them had been the same 
essentially as the original cabins, unaltered, 
as far as you know? correct? 

A. As far as I know. 

Q. And it was in that kind of cabin where 
Tonja Burden slept; isn't that right? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Okay. But the CMO did stay in those 
cabins . 


A. 
Q. 

Burden 

A. 

Q. 


I can't say that 
Okay. You don't 
slept? 

I'm not sure. 

And were there - 


all of them did. 
know where Tonja 


you said people went 
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out to buy gifts, there was a day around 
Christmas when people went out to buy gifts. 

We re any bonuses paid so that they could 
purchase gifts? 

A. Some times . 

Q. And were they given -- were members of 
the sea org given an allowance? 

Some . 


a 



r\ 

W • 

Were you a member of 

the 

sea 

org? 


A. 

Yes 

• 






Q. 

And 

what is the 

relation 

o f 

the sea 

org 

to 

the 

CMO? 






A. 

All 

CMC members 

were 

sea 

org 

members , 

but 

all 

sea 

org members 

were 

not 

CMO 

members. 


Q. 

W a s 

the sea org 

or is 

the 

sea org 


cons idered a fraternal association in 
Scientology? 

A. No . 

Q. Is it an incorporated organization? 

A. I don't believe so. 

Q. Okay. Now, you were married to 
Jocelyn Armstrong at some point, were you not? 
A. Yes . 

And did you attend her deposition in -• 


Q 
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did you attend any deposition that she took? 
A. One . 


Do you recall her saying that she 


wo u Id 

still 

like to 

be 

a member 

of 

the 

sea 

org 

and that she 

still 

wa s 

a member 

of 

th e 

sea 

or g ? 

A. 

You' 

d have 

to 

show me. 





Q. 

We 11 

, tell 

me 

that. When 

she 

too k 

her 

deposition, 

she was 

no 

longer a 

member 

of 

the 


Church; isn't that correct? She had left the 
Church; isn't that right? 

A. Do you ever leave it? 

Q. Well, she had disassociated herself 
from the Church, had she not? 

A. What's the Church? If you mean the — 
that — you know, the group which practices 
fascism and the destruction of individuals, I 
think she distanced herself from that. Can 
one ever disabuse oneself of the years in 
there? I doubt it. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Motion to 

strike — 

A. It's an impossible question to answer . 

Q. Well, let me ask you this: Have you 

left the Church? 
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A. What's the Church? 

Q. Were you ever a -- 

A. Was it a Church? I don't think it's a 
Church. Does a Church mean that it's a 
fascist organization? If that's it, yeah. 

Can one ever extricate oneself from some of 
the data which one has had as a life form for 
12 and a half years? I doubt it. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 


strike as non-responsive . 

A. How else can one answer that? 

Q. Do you consider yourself still a 
member of the Church of Scientology? 

A. Does it have members? I'm not a 


c u s tome r. 

Q. Did you ever consider yourself a staff 
member of the Church of Scientology? 

A. I was a staff member of various 
organizations, and I suppose they come under 
the umbrella of Scientology. 

Q. And you're no longer a staff member of 
the Church of Scientology. 

A. Cor r ec t . 

Q. And when your former wife Jocelyn took 
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the deposition, she was no longer a staff 
member of the Church of Scientology; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And she would not have considered 
herself a parishioner; correct? 

A. Does it have parishioners? 

Q. She would not have considered herself 
a parishioner of the Church of Scientology; 
correct? 

A. I don't know what a parishioner of the 
Church of Scientology is. If the definition 
of a scientologist is one who betters 
conditions, then by definition, those who 
better any conditions are scientologists. So 
those who are destroying others by definition 
are not scientologists. So by definition, 
those who are inside are not scientologists 
and those who are outside are. It's very 
confusing. You want to get down to real facts 

Q. Do you consider yourself a 
scientologist today? 

A. Do I consider that I better conditions? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Do you consider yourself a 
scientologist today? 

A. What's a scientologist? If it is one 
that betters conditions, yes. 

Q. I'm simply asking you do you consider 
yourself a scientologist? 

A. But if it is part of that fascist 
group which is out to destroy people, no. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I move to 

strike. 

Q. I'm asking you, do you consider 
yourself a scientologist today? 

A. I've answered that question. 

Q. You can't answer that question yes or 

no ? 

A. I'll answer it if you define it. 

MR. HERTZ3ERG: I think the 

question only requires a yes or no answer . 

THE WITNESS: You define it 

and I'll answer it. 

MR. TABB: The witness does 

not understand the question. VJould you please 
repeat the question? 

MR. HERTZBERG: He didn't 
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say that. 


MR. TABB: He seems to want 

a definition of what you consider Scientology. 

Q. Is there a so-called tech that the 
Church of Scientology teaches? 

A. Well, let's say, for example, 
answering questions or acknowledging someone. 
Do I acknowledge someone? Does that make me a 
scientologist? Who knows. 

Q. Did you take courses in the Church of 


Scientology? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And did you learn a certain tech in 
those courses? 

A. In some. 

Q. And do you still use that tech today 
to any degree? 

A. Do I answer your questions? 

Q. Do you use any of the tech you learned 
in the Church of Scientology today? 

A. That's a -- 

Q. Can you answer that question? 

A. Boy, that's a real rough one. Like -- 

Q. I'm just asking whether you use any of 
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the tech today. Isn't that a question that 
can be answered yes or no? 

A. I'm trying to think if there is some 
part of it. Like I say, I do acknowledge you, 
I answer your questions. That's part of the 
tech . 

Q. Did you learn that tech in the Church 
of Scientology? 

A. Probably not. But it is part of the 
tech . 

Q. Is any of the tech that you learned in 
the Church of Scientology, do you use any of 
it today? 

A. I can't answer that question, I can't. 
It is so ingrained, I'm so altered by the 
experience, I talk the language. 

Q. So you do use some of the tech? 

A. Now are you going to come after me as 
a squirrel? I'm on your hit list because I'm 
unalter ized? 

MR. TABB: Gerry, relax. 

Q. Is there a reason you can't answer 
this question yes or no? 

A. Stupid question, makes no sense. How 
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can you tell ever? Do I audit people? No. 

Do I know how to turn on an E-meter and have I 
shown E-meters and how to turn them on? Yes. 
Did I learn about an E-meter in there? Yes. 


Q. 

Okay. Did you learn about — 

A. 

Do I use it to audit people? No. 

Q • 

Did you learn exteriorization in the 


Church of Scientology? 

A. I think that's the first time I heard 
the term. 


Q. 

What, in this deposition today? 

A. 

No, in Scientology. 

Q. 

P.nd what did you understand, when you 

were in 

the Church, exteriorization to mean? 

A . 

So it's okay if we — you want me to 

discuss 

those religious beliefs, then. It's 


okay, right? 


Q. 

I'm just asking a question. I don't. 

want to 

set terms for every question. I just 

wan t an 

honest answer. 

MR. TABS: Let’s break for a 

minute , 

I want to confer with my witness. 

MR. TABB: Off the record. 

MR. BLUMENSONs Can I get an 
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answer to that question? 

MR. TAEB: Off the record, 

please . 

(A discussion was held off 

the r ecord.) 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let's start 

back on the record. 

Q. What did you understand 
exteriorization to mean when you were in the 
Church of Scientology? 

A. It's the action of moving outside one's 
body. 

Q. Do you still — do you believe that 
today, that that can be accomplished? 

A. You want — we're going to be able to — 
I think it's rotten. 

Q. I'm just asking you. Can you answer 

that question, or not? 

A. I don't know if it can. I have not — 

Q. At the time you thought it could be, 

when were you in Scientology; correct? 

A. Yeah. It didn't work. 

Q. Well, you thought that you could 

achieve that through training; isn't that 
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cor rect? 

A. That was the promise of auditing, 
certainly. 

Q. And did you understand in auditing 
that you had to look at — or the idea of 
auditing was to look at not only past 
experiences in this life, but in past lives? 

A. Correct. 

Q. 7^nd do you still believe that today? 

A. Believe what? 

Q. That there are past lives. 

A. I don't have that belief. 

Q. But when were you in Scientology you 
did have that belief; isn't that correct? 

A. I don't think after awhile in 
Scientology that you have beliefs. You learn 
real quick that if you don't get into past 
lives and don't create those past lives, that 
you're a suppressive person. So you real 
quick learn you better dive into past lives 
and create them. 

Q. Or else you're not a scientologist; 
correct? 

A. No. Or else you're a suppressive 
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person. 

Q. So one of the non-negot i ab1e 
requirements of being a member of the Church 
in good standing is this belief in past lives; 
correct? 

A. Is it a belief? Is this? 

Q, Well, am I correct in that statement? 

A. I can't answer that. I can tell you — 

Q. You're saying someone that does not 
subscribe to the idea of past lives is not 
going to be able to be a scientologist; isn't 
that right, but will be a suppressive person? 

A. I can’t answer that. No, that's not 
an equation. You built a silage out of that 
which is not accurate. 

Q . What's inaccurate about that statement? 

A. If you're a scientologist and you're 
being audited and you never go into past lives, 
you're considered either a dog PC, a no case 
gain, suppressive person. All of them equate 
with basically the same thing. You soon learn 
that you better, if you want to continue, jump 
into past lives. Whether or not -- 

Q. Did you do auditing yourself? 
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A. -- whether or not there are past 
lives or whether or not one is forced to 
create these things because of external threat, 
which is what Scientology imposes with their 
suppressive person doctrine, that's a real 
quest ion . 

Q . Did you give people auditing yourself? 

A. Yes . 

C. And when you did auditing, did you 
believe that you were helping people? 

A. I don't think that one believes it 
after awhile. One -- 

Q. Were you trying to destroy people 
intentionally when you were giving people 
auditing? 

A. No. The consideration that one has is 
that this is the only hope mankind has. 

Q. And when you were giving auditing you 
tried to go on the time track all the way into 
past lives of the auditee, did you not? 

A. Same thing applied to him, yes. 

Q. Right. And so — and what is a thetan? 
What do you understand a thetan to be? 

A. A scientological definition is a being 
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which has no position in space and time, no 
mass, energy, wave form -- 

Q. And — 

A. — has the ability to postulate and 
perceive. 

Q. When you were in Scientology, did you 
understand yourself to be a thetan? 

A. You could not help but understand it, 
it was enforced. 

Q. And that means — and one of the 
elements of thetan is that it does not exist 
in the material universe, doesn't have mass, 
weight, form, that sort of thing; isn't that 
correct? 

A. Correct. More or less correct. 

Q. And is there — to a layman, would a 
layman understand thetan to mean spirit or 
soul, or words to that effect? Would that be 
the closest English language to it? 

A. Those are close. 

Q. Z^nd did you read Hymn of Asia? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Does that concern the Buddha? 

A. Concerns L. Ron Hubbard. 
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Q. And does it also concern the Buddha? 

A. Well, it concerns L. Ron Hubbard's 
consideration of himself as Buddha. 

Q. Is there a concept of reincarnation in 
Scientology? 

A. Well, you've gone into that, past 
lives. 

Q. Okay. So the answer to that is yes. 

A. Yes. At a certain level, yes. 

Q. I believe in a deposition you stated 
that certain, if I may call them dissident 
members of the Church who met with you at the 
Bona venture still considered themselves 
practicing scientologists, although they were 
antithetical to the leadership of the 
organization. Do you recall that testimony? 

A. Who? 

Q. Well, there was a list of names, 
Michael and Kina Douglas, I believe, were 
there . 


A. You'd have to show me the deposition. 
Q. Do you know if there are people who — 
strike that, I'll get that deposition. Is it 
true that to join the CMO, prior to becoming a 
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member of the CMO on the Apollo, you would be 
in the EPF as a training ground? Is that 
correct? 

A. Prior to joining the CMO? 

Q. Yeah. 

A. No, it's not true. 

Q. The EPF is estates projects force; 

correct? 

A. Cor rect . 

Q. And this was a — this was an 
organization that existed on the Apollo; isn't 
that right, the EPF? 

A. It existed throughout sea org 
organizations. 

Q. And isn't it true that people would go 
into the EPF as sort of a training period but 
they wouldn't be permanently assigned to the 
EPF? 

A. Cor r ec t . 

Q. And was the schedule on the EPF 

essentially, the day schedule, 9 — that work 
would occur from 9 o'clock until dinnertime 
with a break for lunch? 

A. Incorrect. 
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Q. Was there a study period in the 
evening in the EPF? 

A. There probably was at various times. 

Q. So the schedule varied widely? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know what schedule — from any 
firsthand knowledge do you know what schedule 
Tonja Eurden had when she was in the EPF? 

A. Not from firsthand knowledge. I did 
observe her working long hours and very tired, 
but I cannot tell you the exact hours that she 
wor ked . 

Q. Were you ever in the EPF? 

A. Mo.' 

Q. In the CMO, was there a prescribed 

schedule? 

A. Undoubtedly there was a prescribed 
schedule . 

Q. And is it fair to say that that 

schedule included two and a half hours of 
study time? 

A. Undoubtedly. That was standard 
throughout the sea org. Whether or not one 
got it was a whole different picture. It was 
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very rare, wherever I was in the organization, 
to ever get that time. Or if one had it, I 
certainly was generally to exhausted to study. 

Q. Did you ever read a novel while you 
were on the Apollo? 

A. I think so. 

Q. Did you read science fiction? 

A. I think so. 

Q. Did you read westerns? 

A. I don't know if I did. I know Terry 
had a bunch of westerns. I can't tell ya, no. 

Q. What kind of books did you like to 
read when you were on the Apollo, other than 
Scientology books? 

A. I can't even recall the name of one 
title that I read. 

Q. Okay. In any case, as to the schedule, 
there were breakfast, lunch, and dinner 
periods in the CMO; isn't that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And there was an eight-hour sleep 
period; isn't that correct? 

A. It may have been per schedule. 

Whether or not it was available to these 
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people, doubtful. I can certainly tell you, 
at my place in the organization, that on the 
ship eight hours was a very rare thing. 

Q. You don't know how many hours Tonja 
Burden slept on the 7-ipollo, do you, per day? 

A. No. I don't think I ever saw her 
sleeping . 

Q. And when you had breakfast, did that 
include -- frequently include eggs, pancakes, 
and cereal? 

A. I think often, yes. 

Q. And when you had dinner, did that 
frequently include — 

A. We went into this yesterday, all these 
details. 

Q. Right. I'm a little more specific 
today. 

A. We went into it in great detail 
yesterday. 

Q. When you had dinner, did it frequently 
include meat, salad, potatoes, vegetables, 
bread, butter, and fruit, on the Apollo? 

A. I think so, generally. 

Q. And could you go back for seconds? 
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A. I can't answer that. I don't know. 

Q. You don't remember whether you could 
go back for seconds or not? 

A. Well, I, you know, suppose there were 
times. I can't tell you all the time. Like I 
say, you know, I -- nutrition was an issue 
with a lot of people, and it wasn't — you 
know, I got by on very little food. And I was 
off the ship a great deal, and I worked 
extremely long hours. And I was not always 
there for meals. And I can tell you that 
certainly sometimes there wasn't enough. 
Generally there was. And I, in the whole time 
I was there, never complained about the food. 

Q. And do you recall whether you were 
permitted — whether you generally were able 
to go back for seconds or not? 

A. I don't recall. I don't know if I 
ever went back for seconds, Oliver Twist. 

Q. Did you — was the OTC, what does that 
stand for? 

A. Operation and transport corporation. 

Q. Was that an actual corporation, 
incorporated somewhere? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And was the ship chartered to that 
corporation, or by that corporation? 

A. It could be construed that way. 

Q. Well, that's true, isn't it, that it 
was — the ship was chartered by that 
corporat ion? 

A. Well, the ship was owned by it. 

Q. Okay. And -- 

A. Ostensibly. You know, Hubbard, of 
course, owned 98 percent of the stock in OTC, 
so Hubbard owned the ship. You know, it was 
his private corporation. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I move to 

strike. 

Q. I'm asking you simply whether it was 

owned by an organization or a corporation 
called OTC. And that's correct, isn't it? 

A. Yeah, at a certain level, yes. 

Q. There were typing courses on the ship, 

weren't there? 

A. A typing course was available. 

Q. And there were classrooms on the ship, 

weren't there? 
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A. There was a -- one classroom. 

Q. And there was a classroom in Florida 
later on when you got there, wasn't there? 

A. In Dunedin, yes. 

Q. And was there a classroom in 

Clearwater, or not? 

A. Well, in Clearwater we had a -- I 
guess you'd call it a classroom. It was a, 
you know, the storage room. It's where we 
slept. We had a classroom in our dorm -- or 
in our berthing area. It would double as a 
classroom and berthing and storage area 
depending on a situation. 

Q. And depending on the time. 

A. Well, depending on whether or not the 
locals -- if the locals came in to inspect you, 
then we got everything and made it into a 
storage area. 

Q. How often did the locals come in to 
inspect? 

A. Four or five times. 

Q. And it's a fact that there were 
classes being given in Florida on days other 
than when the -- on those four or five times; 
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isn't that true? 

A. Well, there weren't classes. We were 
auditing. We were -- course room was part of 
it, but we had all the RPF activities going on 
in that area. 

Q. You're talking about the RPF now, 
right? 

A. Well, that was the only course room I 
was part of -- 

Q. Didn't you say there was a classroom 
in Dunedin, too? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Dunedin was not part of the RPF, was 

it? 

A. Cor r ec t . 

Q. Dunedin was the UCE; correct? 

A. In Dunedin it was the mess hall, so we 
ate there, and there was courses going on 
there during times when we were not eating. 

Q. Okay. And those courses included 

subjects other than Scientology; isn't that 
right, such as arithmetic? 

A. Boy 

Q. To the best of your recollection? 
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A. -- not to my knowledge. I don't 
think I was ever taught any arithmetic in 
Scientology. As a matter of fact, I was a far 
better mathmatician when I got in than when I 
lef t . 

Q. What age were you when you got in? 

A. 2 2. 

Q. Well, you didn't expect to be 
receiving any kind of elementary, junior high, 
or high school courses when were you in 
Scientology, did you? 

A. Well, I expected my IQ to go up a 
point an hour, and I figured at 15 points an 
hour, 1500 IQ. 

Q. Is that the figure that was given to 
you, 1500 IQ? 

A. I figured a point per hour of auditing. 

Q. You would achieve 1500 IQ? 

A. Well, if you were audited for 1500 

hours. 

Q. You were told this? 

A. Yeah. I was told a point per hour of 

auditing . 

Q. Who told you that? 
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A. 

says it 

Q. 

achieve 

A. 


Many people have said, but Hubbard 
in his boo ks . 

Does Hubbard say in his books you can 
a 1500 IQ directly or indirectly -- 
Yeah. 


Q. -- through Scientology? 


A. 

Yeah. 





Q. 

And which 

book is 

that? 



A . 

Well, I'd 

have to 

find it. 

But 

there 

many 

references 

to it. 




Q. 

Just name 

one book 

that it 

appears in. 

A. 

I could find it. 

I don't 

recall 

which 

Q. 

You can't 

think of 

a name 

right 

no v/. 

A. 

Well, I've 

seen it 

in the 

books 

and 


I’ve seen it in his handwriting. There is a 
document which states that very fact. 

Q. And who has that document today? 

A. It's under seal in Los Angeles 
superior court. 

Q. But you would be able to describe it 
to your attorney, and if it became unsealed, 
obtain that document by L. Ron Hubbard. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Now, tell me whether this statement -- 
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I’m reading from an affidavit of Richard Cohen 
who you identified yesterday. Tell me — I'm 
going to go through this, and tell me if this 
statement is accurate or inaccurate, "In late 
1975 when the crew of the Apollo came ashore 
in Daytona beach Florida, course rooms were 
established in order to continue the education 
of the children in the sea organization." Is 
that accurate? 

A. I would probably have some conflict 
with the "continue." I think that their 
education up to that point was minimal. 

Q. VJell, you already testified that there 
were courses on the Apollo of an academic 
nature. 

A. There were courses. They were there, 
but whether or not one ever got to do it was a 
whole different thing. Generally one was 
worked so hard that it was an impossible task 
to ever study. 

Q. Do you know whether Tonja Burden, on 
her own decision, refused to go to classes? 

A. I don't know. 

MR. TABB: If we are going 
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to quote at length from Mr. Cohen's affidavit, 
could we ask that a copy be made so that we 
can look at it at the same time instead of you 
just reading a sentence and having Mr. 
Armstrong -- 

MR. BLUMENSON: Well, I'm 

just going to ask questions as to whether they 
are true or not. I think Mr. Armstrong — 

MR. TABB: I think it might 

be helpful so he can have it in front of him. 

MR. HERTZBERG: It's not his 

affidavit. 

MR. TABB: No , i. t ' s not his 

affidavit, I'm simply requesting. 

Q. Is this true or false: "When the crew 

from the Apollo moved to Clearwater Florida, 
where the permanent base was to be located, 
the children were immediately entered in 
Clearwater public grade and high schools"? 

A. I've heard that. I believe that as 
soon as they became 15 they wsre pulled out. 
Again, Tonja certainly was not enrolled in any 
high school when she was in the RPF. 

Q. And what year would that have been 
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that she was not enrolled in a high school? 

A. 1977. 

Q. And wasn't it up to the child v/hether 
they wanted to continue after 16, child and 
the parents? 

A. I don't think so. See, formal 

education was so — it was held in such 

contempt by Hubbard that it permiated the 
( 

organization, you know, it was wog education, 
and they were considered inferior. And as a 
result, you know, certainly on the ship, 
certainly in the RPF, certainly in other 
circumstances, people, you know — the kids 
were not given a normal formal education. 

Q. Well, you're saying that public 
education was looked down upon. Is that fair 
to say? Is that your testimony? 

A. Yeah, education. 

Q. But isn't it true that in Scientology, 
education was considered very important? In 
fact there is -- 

A. Production was considered very 
important, money was considered very important, 
but the education of kids, no. It was 
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considered of no importance. 

Q . Well, weren't a lot of hours spent or 
devoted to study time? Isn't that true? 

A. At a certain level. For example, 
paying students, paying students who came to 
the ship, they studied a lot. Of the people 
in my own situation, no. It was -- and, you 
know, people were made wrong for the fact that 
they were so exhausted and had so much work 
load and were so threatened continually by 
Hubbard with off-load or RPF or suppressive 
person and all these bizarre concepts that it 
became virtually impossible. 

Q. Now, study time — 

A. They didn't educate people, they 

didn't make people more able. People left the 
organization less able, completely unable to 
cope in the world. 

Q. All right. And your opinion now is 
that Scientology education or study does not 
make people more able; isn't that correct? 

A. The whole process doesn't. The whole 
process makes people stupid. I know because I 
was a good mathmatician and now, you know -- 
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did it improve my memory? No. Am I smarter? 
No. Did it give me skills to cope in the 
world? No. Did it make me an emotional wreck? 
Yes . 

MR. BLUMENSON: I move to 

strike as non-respons ive. 

A. No, I think I answered your question 
very well. 

Q. Is this true or false: "Tonja Burden 

was a difficult student, often being 
disobedient and unruly in class. She would 
bring a radio to class, play music during 
course time, crack jokes and make fun of other 
people"? 

A. You know — 

MR. TABB: If you know, 

Gerry. 

A. I don’t know for sure. 

Q. What do you know? 

A. I know that Tonja was a confused 
little girl, and she was not dealt with to 
give her the coping skills to get by in the 
world. She was in the middle of this 
incredibly abusive system which was handing 
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her lies continually and — 

MR. BLUMENSON: Motion to 


strike as non-respons i ve. 

Q. Can you tell me whether she was unruly? 
A. She was never unruly with me. 

Q. Eut do you know whether she was unruly 
in other situations on the Apollo? 

A. I don't -- 
Q. -- or in Florida? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. You don't? Did you ever say that she 

was? 

A. Unruly? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Unruly. I don't -- no, she -- you 
know, she was a — I called her scatterbrained, 
and she was. 


Q . 
A. 

sounds 
m a k i n g 
called 


Did she like to make fun of people? 

That doesn't stick in my mind. That 
like Hubbard. He was continually 
fun of people, derogatory comments, 
women cunts, sleazeball. 


MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 


strike . 
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Q. It was not the question. 

A. He did. 

Q. I'm asking you about Tonja Burden, 

Gerry. 

A. Well, you know, that wasn't Tonja. 
Tonja wasn't that way. Tonja was -- 

Q. Is this statement true or false: "In 

Daytona where we lived for only a brief period 
of time," I'm reading from -- 

A. Your answer is attack, attack, attack. 

MR. TABB: You're reading 

f r om what? 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike. 

Q. I'm just going to ask you this 

question. In Daytona, did the Church arranged 
to have private teachers teach both academic 
subjects and, as I recall, art courses to 
Scientology children? 

A. In Daytona? 

Q. Yeah. Is that true? 

A. I don't kno'w. I don’t know about 
Daytona. I don't know the circumstances -- 
Q. Do you know whether art courses were 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 

*7 O *3 -Q /I “3 0 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3 

14 

1 5 

16 

1 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 


317 


ever given to Scientology kids? 

A. Mot to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you recall whether at the Fort 
Harrison kids were picked up and driven by 
buses to the -- or were carred to the junior 
high in the morning and picked up at the 
junior high in the afternoon, up to age 16? 

A. Well, I know that definitely none of 
the kids in the RPF were. 

Q. I'm asking do you know if kids in the 
Fort Harrison were driven to public school in 
the morning and driven back in the afternoon? 

A. I was in the RPF at the Fort Harrison, 
so I — 

Q. So you have no knowledge of people 
being picked up and driven to school? 

A. I can tell you certainly about Tonja. 
She did not leave the property. She was not 
allowed to . 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-res ponsive. 

A. That's the answer about that specific 
instance where I can tell you. You asked me 
about kids, that's one instance I can tell you 
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that I know about. She was under my control. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm moving 

to strike that as non-responsive. 

Q. My question is, do you know if any 
kids were driven to public school in the 
morning and driven back from public school to 
the Fort Harrison in the afternoon after 
normal school hours? 

A. I've heard that. 

Q. Did you ever witness — 

A. No. 

Q. -- kids going or coming back? 

A. Huh-uh (negative response) . 

Q. Who told you that? 

A. I can't tell you. You know, I knew 
the rule that kids — because it was the local 
rule -- kids up to 16 were supposed to go to 
school. As soon as they became 15, they 
yarded them out of school and put them to work. 

Q. At Dunedin did you and the UCE people 
live in a hotel? 

A. No . 

Q. Where did you live? 

A. It was a condominium complex. 
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Q. And most of the time were two people 
per room? 

A. If they were married. 

Q. And if they were not married? 

A. Well, there were dorms in addition to 


that 

, so -- 

i n 

that 

situation, 

I believe 

the 

CMO 

had two 

people 

to a room, 

married or 

not 


Q. Okay 

• 

And 

Dunedin was 

where the 

UCE 

was; 

correct 

7 






A. Correct . 

Q. And UCE, is that the same as the 
external communications unit? 

A. Well, the external communications unit 
was part of UCE. UCE was, you know, it was a 
cover. We were United Churches Extension. We 
were not part of Scientology. And UCE was the 
location which contained Hubbard's personal 
staff, Hubbard, Mary Sue, the controller's 
office, the service people who serviced that 
group and the external communications — LRH 
external comm . 

Q. And the UCE was not a branch of the 
guardian's office on the org board, was it? 

A. No. UCE had within it the office of 
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the controller. 


Q. Okay. And did the — 

A. And the office of the controller was 


senior to the guardian's office. It was the -■ 
it was -- in fact, Mary Sue Hubbard was CSG, 
commodor staff guardian, and she was over top 
of the guardian's office. They were all 
considered GO, but it was a — it was like a 
pimple on the top of the GO. It was the 
controller's office. 


Q. Do you know whether, during the time 
you knew Tonja Burden, did she have a large 
number of — did she take a large number of 
Scientology courses, to your knowledge? 

A. I can't tell you that. 

Q. Did she take many hours of auditing, 
to your knowledge? 

A. I can't tell you that. Probably not 
1 500 . 

Q. Do you agree with this statement: 
"People joined the sea organization in general 
to work for the betterment of humanity"? That 
was their intention? 


A. I think that was the intent, at least 
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of some people. 

Q. Okay. And do you know that was Tonja 
Burden's intent when she joined? 

A. I think so. 

Q. And it was the intent of people -- 
strike that. And your quarrel in Scientology 
is with the two and a half percent of people 
in the secret organization which you've 
described previously, the GO, and not with the 
97 and a half percent who were well 
intentioned; isn't that fair to say? 

A. No, it's not an equation like that. 
What are mobs composed of? 

Q. Well, I asked you, do you have any 
quarrel with that the average coursetaker or 
parishioner or staff member who is not in the 
GO -- 

A. I have a quarrel with the practices of 
the organization. I don't have any personal 
quarrel with anyone. I have — I'm very -- 
it's the practices of Hubbard, you know. Of 
course there is the small group who enforces 
those th i ng s . 

Q. Have you completed your answer? 
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A. Go ahead. 

Q. Do you have a personal quarrel with 
any of the people who lead the Church of 
Scientology, who you perceive to lead the 
Church of Scientology? 

A. I don't have any personal quarrel. 

You know, it's not very pleasant knowing that 
everyone in the organization wants me dead. 
It's not very pleasant knowing that they all 
seek my destruction because they robotically 
follow Hubbard's policy. But I don't single 
out any individual. 

I can't tell you which are the — how 
many of them are dupes. Obviously a great 
percentage of them are because you can't have 
all that many rotten apples in one barrel. I 
think that the good intentions of the majority 
of the people are twisted and perverted to 
become destructive. But that's Hubbard's 
policy. That's the way he wanted it. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-responsive. 

A. I answered your question. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Off the 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

1 2 

13 

1 4 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 


323 


record. 

(A discussion was held off 

the r ecord .) 

MR. BLUMENSON: Back on the 

record. 

Q. Are there — do you think that 
everyone in the Church of Scientology wants to 
see you d ead ? 

A. Yep. 

Q. Are you involved in any efforts to 
replace the people you perceive as the 
leadership of the Church of Scientology with 
other people currently? 

A. No . 

Q. Do you know whether Michael Flynn is 

r 

involved in such an effort? 

A. No . 

MR. TABB: Is that you don't 

know or that he is not? 

THE WITNESS: I have no 

information. 

Q. Have you ever been involved in any 
effort to replace people you perceived as 
leaders of the Church with other people? 
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A. No . 

Q. Do you believe that the Church of 
Scientology should be preserved, or should it 
be disbanded? 

A. What's the Church of Scientology? 

Q. You're suing the Church of Scientology; 
aren't you? 

A. I'm suing some desk drawer corporation. 

Q. Do you believe that courses in the 

Church of Scientology should be terminated and 
not taught? 

A. No. I have no problem at all with 
people taking courses or people even 
undergoing auditing. But I think that the 
criminal practices of the organization should 
be terminated. And I think that where people 
have been damaged, I think that restitution 
should be made. And I think that before there 
is blood shed, that I think that whoever is in 
control of that squirming heap ought to come 
to their senses and do something about it. 

Q. Do you believe that — you say you 
have no quarrel with auditing? Do you have 
any quarrel with — 
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A. I have a great deal of quarrel with — 
Q. I haven't finished my question yet. 

A. -- with, if you want to call the 
abuses in auditing and the evil which auditing 
in often cases becomes, I have a great deal of 
quarrel with that. The process of sitting 
down and answering questions, I have no 
problem with that. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 


strike. There was no question. 

A. You asked a question. 

Q. Did on the Apollo, did musicians 

give L. Ron Hubbard tapes of their music for 
him to critique for them? 

A. I've heard that. 


Q. Did you ever see him critique some 


music ? 


A. I've heard that, too. Yes, I've seen 
him directing music and commenting on it. 

Q. Were Molotov cocktails ever thrown at 
the Apollo? 

A. No data. 


You don't know 


A. No . 
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Q. Were Apollo members' motorcycles and 
cars tossed in the water? 

A. Yes. 

Q. By townspeople in a port? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what port was that? 

A. Madeira. 

Q. Were those motorcycles and cars 
destroyed? 

A. They certainly weren't helped by the 
process. 

Q. Do you know of anybody — do you know 
of people in particular who lost their cars or 
motor cycles? 

A. I believe that there certainly was — 

I don't know if they were not retrieved, but I 
think they were — some of them were useless 
thereafter. 

Q. And who are the people who owned these, 
if you can name any names? 

A. I can't tell you. 

Q. And these people had -- had any of 
these people committed any act against the 
townspeople in the port? 

v 
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A. I suppose they were all contributing 
to the gross lie which we were telling the 
port. We were conning them. So they were 
participants in that con game. 

Q. The lie being that this was the OTC? 

A. Yeah, the whole story, the whole 
picture which we painted. 

Q. And what business do you think it was 
of the townspeople to know whether you were 
Scientology or OTC? Why do you think it was 
important for them to know whether you were 
Scientology or OTC? 

A. Well, I think it's their country. I 

think that their own nationalism mandates that 
they have that right. 

Q. And do you think that each country has 
a right, then, to identify the religious or 
other beliefs of people as a condition of 
their going into the country or docking at the 
port of the country? 

A. I think that a country certainly has a 
right to know if there is an intelligence 
organization docking a ship, they certainly 
have a right to know what that is. 
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Q. Did you ever hear or, I'm sorry, were 
you in Curacao? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Isn't it a fact that in 1975, that 
government of the Curacao government cut off 
water from the ship for days? 

A. No . 

Q. Did it ever cut off water? 


A. No. 


Did the ship ever have its water cut 


off? 


A. NO . 

Q. Did authorities, when they came to 
inspect the RPF, give you advance warning? 

A. Well, GO always gave us advance 
warning. We always received -- someone from 
the GO always appeared and let us know that 
there was an inspection and we had a clean 
ship drill in which we got rid of the -- any 
evidence of people sleeping in the storage 
area or sleeping in the garage and of auditing 
going on in those areas and converted them 
into storage areas. So we had advance warning 
from the guardian office. 
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Q. And you don't know firsthand whether 
authorities gave advance warning or not to you, 
do you? 

A. Obviously I know that we had advance 
warning. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And the advance warning came from the 
guardian's office. 

Q. And you don't know whether the 
inspection was announced to an agent of the 
Church or not before it occurred, do you? 

A. Obviously it was — 

Q. Okay. 

A. -- in that we had our advance warning 

certainly in enough time to change the whole 
appearance of this prison. 

Q. And by prison, were there bars? 

A. Well, the guards. 

Q. Were there bars? 

A. People were locked up, were locked in. 

Q. Was this in the Fort Harrison? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If you wanted to leave the Fort 
Harrison when you were in the RPF, you're 
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saying you would not be able to walk out the 
door . 

A. Correct. 

Q. On the Apollo, was the RPF also a 
prison ? 

A. In much the same way, yes. 

Q. Was there a location on the Apollo 
where people were confined and unable to leave? 

A. They were confined to the ship. 

Q. They had the run of the ship just like 
anybody else on the ship, though, didn't they, 
in the RPF? 

A. No. 

Q. Were they confined to a room? 

A. Well, they were on occasion. But 
there was certain — there was RPF areas, and 
they could not move from those RPF areas. 

Q. What would happen if — strike that. 

What was an area on the ship of the kind 
you're describing? 

A. Well, there was areas which were crew 
and areas which were RPF. 

Q. And what were the areas that were RPF? 

A. The lower hold one, hold one, and some 
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of them slept on the deck. 

Q. All right. And if somebody in hold 
one wanted to go up to the deck, were they 
allowed to do so? 

A. Well, if it was an appropriate time, 
yes, they could be on the forward well deck. 

Q. Now, tell me who the guards were. 
Identify any guards that would have prevented 
somebody from moving freely on the boat. 

A. There was -- 24 hours a day there was 

a guard at the gangway so no one could leave 
without the guard's permission. In addition, 
within the — 

Q. At the gangway you mean to go on shore. 

A. Correct. Within the RPF it was an 


ethics 

offense to be in 

a crew 

area. 

So if 

one -- 

any crew member 

could catch an RPF 

member 

in a crew area - 

- this 

is all 

w r i 11 e n 

up in the F03434 series 

. They 

were 

not 

allowed 

in crew areas. 





Q. What would an example of a crew area 

be? 

A. Like the dining room, like A deck and 

B deck. 
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Q. Nov;, let's say somebody -- well , do 
you know of any instance in which somebody was 
hit or physically assaulted in some way who 
did not obey these rules you say existed? 

A. I know one guy who had his ribs broken. 

s' 

Q. What's his name? 

A. It will come to me. 

Q. You can't remember it right now? 

A. Not at this moment. I know his face 
real well. 


Q. 

Did 

you see the ribs get 

broken? 

A. 

No. 





Q. 

Did 

you hear that 

from 

some source? 

A. 

Yep. 





Q. 

What 

was the name 

of the 

source? 

A. 

Him. 





Q. 

And 

you don't know 

his 

name currently 

A. 

No. 

I'll get it. 




Q. 

Any 

other examples 

you 

can give me? 

A. 

Of people being — 





Q. -- physically assaulted who didn't 
want to obey these geographical restrictions. 
A. Sure. 

Q. Give me the names. 
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A. Jorge Pedrosa, Dan Auerbach. There 
was some guy from Washington, D.C., in the 
early days of the RPF, 1976, and I don’t -- 
Q. This was on the ship? 

A. No, this is Clearwater. 

Q. I'm asking you on the -- well, all 
right. We'll include both the RPF in 
Clearwater and the Apollo. Can you think of 
any names of any of these people who you 
mentioned who were physically manhandled or 
physically assaulted for not obeying physical 
restrictions? 


A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Did you see any of these people 
assaulted or manhandled with your own eyes? 
A. Yeah . 


Q. Which ones? 

A. Dan Auerbach and Jorge Pedrosa. 
Q. What happened to Dan Auerbach? 

A. Dan Auerbach was carried by four 
people kicking and screaming. 

Q. Where was he carried to? 

A. He was carried into the RPF. 

Q. Did you talk to him that day? 
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A. Yep. 

Q. Did he say he didn't want to remain in 
the RPF? 

A. You bet. He was — 

Q. Could he have routed out of the RPF? 

A. Oh, he could have routed out. 

Q. And if he'd routed out, he could have 
gone home; correct? 

A. Well, he would have had to have gone — 
he would have been locked up, kept under guard, 
sign his crimes, and sec checked as long as 
someone wanted to keep him. 

Q. He decided not to route out of the 
Church as far as you know? 

A. As far as I know, yes. 

Q. Now, where was he leaving from? Was 
he leaving from a particular room when you say 
he was carried by four people? 

A. Yeah, he was — 

Q. What room was that? 

A. Oh, I can't tell you what room it was, 


but it was — 

Q. Was this at Fort Harrison? 
A. Yep. 
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And 

d id 

he 

walk 

out the door? 

I think 

he 

was 

carried. 

No , 

no , 

on 

his 

way out before he was 


carried. Did he walk out the door of the room? 

A. I don't know if he walked out or not. 

He was definitely carried -- 

Q. Did you see him outside the room he 
was supposed to be in? 

A. I saw him carried. I saw him carried 
quite a distance. 

Q. You saw him carried back into this 
room? 

A. No, carried into the RPF space. 

Q. He wasn't coming from the RPF space, 
then. 

A. Correct. 

Q. Where was he coming from? 

A. It was another part of the building. 


Q • 

And 

he w a s n 

1 t 

i n 

the RPF, then , 

when 

he was 

car r 

ied ? 





A. 

Oh , 

he was 

i n 

the 

RPF . 


Q. 

And 

— but 

he 

w a s 

no t in the RPF 

space 


when -- 

A. Correct. 
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Q. 

space 

A. 

r\ 

v • 

space , 

A • 
Q. 


-- he was not coming from the RPF 
when he was carried. 

Correct. 

And how did he get into the non-RPF 
if you know? 

Don't know. 

But you know of no instance — strike 


that. 


A. You know, if people want — 

Q. There is no question. There is no 
question right now. 

A. But to make sure the record's complete, 
the ethics — there were ethics — 


MR. HERTZBERG: I don't 

think we need any speaches on the record. The 
attorney asked you a question, and if there is 
a question pending, you answer it. That's all. 
Let's move on . 

THE WITNESS: I just don't 

want the record to be incomplete. 

Q. Did you -- would you describe the RPF 
space at the Florida Fort Harrison? 

A. What time period? 

Q. The time period that you say this man 
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Dan -- what's his name? 

A. Auerbach. 

Q. — Auerbach was carried. What time 
period was that? 

A. That was in 1976. 

Q. Was Tonja Burden there then? 

A. No . 

Q. When was Tonja Burden there at the RPF 
in Fort Harrison? 

A. 1977. 

Q. Describe the rooms that the RPF 
consisted of then. 

A. There was a -- the main room was a 
third floor storage space. 

Q. What made it a storage space? 

A. It was clearly -- it was a bare 
concrete floor, rough walls, no ventilation -- 

Q. Were there windows? 

A. No . 

Q. How big was the space? 

A. Maybe 40 feet each way. 

Q. All right. Would you describe what 
was in the space? 

A. Overhead wires strung across it on 
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which were hung sheets. There was tables up 
front, if you can call it up front. There was 
a tiny whole in the wall which had apparently 
been used sometime previously for projection, 
a meter -- or a -- 

Q. Film? 

A. Yeah, projector. There was a set of 
double doors which -- maybe it was just a 
single door, but in any case, a heavy metal 
door which went from the RPF space into the 
third floor hallway. 

Q. Prior to this, this building had been 
a hotel. Fort Harrison? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And had this been the auditorium where 
films were shown in the Fort Harrison? 

A. bo. 

Q. But films were shown there? 

A. This was a storage area. 

Q. Well, didn't you say there was a hole 
for projecting films? 

A. From this storage area. 

Q. So this was the projection room in the 
hotel . 
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A. No, it was not the projection room. 

Q. What did this room have to do with 
film? 

A. There was a hole about yea big cut in 
the wall. That was the one hole in the -- 
there was no windows — 

Q. And you know that this had previously 
been used to show films, this hole in the wall; 
correct? 

A. Well, there was no films shown when I 
was there, but that is apparently what it was 
for. There was a little projection space. 

Q. And this — were there any other rooms 
that the RPF consisted of in the Fort Harrison 
in 1977? 

A. The garage. 

Q. And the garage was part of the former 
hotel as well? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And how large was the garage? 

A. It was a four-story concrete garage 
with a ramp that v/ent up and down from the 
bottom. It was a big parking garage. 

Q. And do you know from your own 
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experience whether the doors to that garage 
were locked or not? 

A. The garage had no doors. It was a 
garage. 

Q. How did you get into it? You just 
walked in through an open space? 

A. Well, you could walk in from the 
building, or you could walk in from the 
perimeter of the garage. 

Q. All right. And there were no doors 
for those openings. 

A. Within -- the RPF built a -- sort of a 
sectioned off area which was RPF space. That 
one was — there was a guard at. There was a 
guard at the door of the third floor space. 
There was a guard on duty at all times. 

Q. And these doors were not locked, 
however, but there weren't even doors, were 
there? 

A. No, there was a door to the RPF space. 

Q. Well, it was not locked, was it? 

A. Well 

Q. You don't know whether it was a locked 
door? 
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A. It was guarded. I don't think it was 
locked. It was closed. 

Q. What were the names of the guards 
there? 

A. Oh, Steve Marlowe, Dan Sigal -- oh, 
there — that's what — I can recall those two 
names. There were others who -- usually a 
deputy MAA would have the duty throughout the 
night . 

Q. What's MAA? 

A. Master at arms. 

Q. Were there bathrooms in these two 
areas? 

A . No . 

Q. And RPF members used bathrooms in 
other parts of the hotel? 

A. Yeah, in the — just off the breezeway 
was a bathroom which was used by the RPF. 

Q. And — 

7 \. it was in the service area of the 


building. 

Q. All right. And there was no schedule 
when you had to go to the bathroom, was there? 
You went to the bathroom when you wanted to; 
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isn't that right? 

A. I guess in most cases, yeah. You know, 
certain people always had to be accompanied by 
someone. Certain people were considered 
trustees and they could go on their own. 

Certain people were always under guard. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to 
whether Tonja Burden was always under guard or 
not in the RPF, firsthand knowledge? 

A. She would have been one of the people 
who would have had a buddy. She would not 
have had any freedom. 

Q. You say would have. Do you have any 
firsthand knowledge? 

A. Well, that's my recollection of her in 
the RPF. You know, there was only certain 
people who did not, you know — who were able 
to move about without someone with them, 
without a buddy. 

Q. Is this laid down in any policy? 

A. Yeah, there were policies -- 

Q. What policy says whether there is 
freedom of movement or buddy system or trustee 
system? 
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A. Oh, something came out, one of the 
3434 series. There is about maybe 30 or 40 
policies concerning the RPF. 

Q. Well, which policy pertains to whether 
someone can — 

A. I can't tell you a title, but I know 
that that was the policy. I know that 
everything I've told you about the RPF is 
covered in policy. 

Q. I'm simply asking you is there a 
particular written policy which pertains to 
being free to come and go in the RPF without a 
buddy versus having to have a buddy in order 
to leave the RPF geographical area? 

A. Yeah, there is. 

Q. Can you name what that policy is? 

A. Well, it concerned that exact thing. 

It became an issue when I was running the RPF. 

Q. Were you the one who decided who would 
have a buddy and who wouldn't? 

A. Well, I think either myself or the 
master at arms. You know, the RPF involved 
the process at which you got first of all a 
white arm band and a gold arm band, and at 
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these various points you could, you know, 
achieve a trustee status and have some freedom 
not freedom to leave, but freedom at least to 
go to the bathroom by yourself. 



Q. 

And 

isn't 

it 

true 

that people in the 

RPF 

v/en t on 

leave 

to 

visit 

their families? 


A. 

That 

only 

happened 

if they were sent 

due 

to 

there 

being 

a 

serious problem if they - 

which 

wo u Id 

be created if 

they did not go. 


Q. 

Well 

, d id n 

' t 

Ton j a 

request and receive 


a leave to visit her family? 

A. Well, again, I'm telling you the 
situation — 

Q. I'm just asking you whether that's 
true. 

A. Whether or not she saw her family at 
that point -- 

Q. Were you in charge of the RPF when she 
was there; correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And do you know whether she was 

restricted from seeing her family when she was 
in the RPF or permitted to go, or what? 

A. Well, she was restricted the whole 
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time that I was there. 

Q. Well, do you have knowledge that she 
was not permitted to leave the RPF to see her 
family? 

A. No. I was not in the RPF the whole 
time she was. She obviously — 

Q. While you were there you have no 
knowledge whether she was restricted from 
seeing her family in the RPF? 

A. Everyone was restricted from seeing 
their family unless there was a situation 
which GO would order that this person has to 
go see their family to resolve what's called a 
PTSA situation. 

Q. Isn't it a fact that the member of the 
RPF came to you or somebody else in a 
leadership position and said, "I want to leave 
to see my family," wasn't that something that 
they could have obtained? 

A. I would, in almost all situations, say 

no . 

Q. And pursuant to what policy would you 
say that? 

A. Pursuant to the policies on the RPF. 
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Q. What policy were you relying on when 
you said no? 

A. The whole F03434 -- 3434R series. 

Q. Who wrote those policies? 

A. They were written -- well, they came 
from L. Ron Hubbard. 

Q. Do you know whether they were written 
by L. Ron Hubbard? 

A. They were written by L. Ron Hubbard, 
and then LRH pers comm attached his name to at 
least some of them. There were others that 
were written by Hubbard. 

Q. What particular -- 

A. The order which split up families. 

Q. What particular policy, either by 
number or if you don't have the number by 
content, were you relying on when you refused 
to permit certain people in the RPF not to 
leave to see their families? 

A. They were not allowed liberties, they 
were not allowed leaves, that was the policy. 

Q. Well, you did not allow them. What 
was the po1ic y? 

A. How much more accurate can I be? 


EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 




12 

1 3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 


347 


Q. You were giving me a particular policy 
number now? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Go ahead. 


A. F03434R series. 

Q . Series. Which one of those series? 

A. Now that's a ludicrous question. 

Q. What is the content of the policy that 
you relied on when you prohibited people from 
leaving the RPF ? 

A. They were not allowed liberty. 

Q. That's what the policy says? 

A . Co r r ec t. 

Q. Verbatim? 


A. Cor r ec t. 


Q. Do you 
by the way? 


have a copy of these policies, 


A. No. You were supposed to produce them 
in my case and I know you haven't, but I 
dearly would love them. 

Q. If somebody on the RPF in the Apollo 
refused to go along with the terms of the RPF, 
they might be off-loaded; correct? 

A. Well, after the organization took the 
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necessary steps to break them, yes. 

Q. Well, the answer is yes, isn't it, if 
somebody refused to go along with the RPF, 
they would be beached or off-loaded; isn't 
that right? 

A. Well, a certain 1 point. First they are 
put in the RPF's RPF to break them and they 
were kept under guard. 

Q. What if they run out of the ship? 

A. Well, if they run out of the ship 
they'd be pulled back in and locked up. 

Q. And at what point would they be 
beached or off-loaded? 

A. At the point where — 

Q. They just said no they are not going 
to do it, right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. If they renounced Scientology, 
Scientology did not want them on the boat; 
isn't that correct? 

A. Well, they wanted them on the boat 
long enough to get the necessary documents out 
"of them and the crimes and sec check them. No 
one was allowed to leave just I want to leave, 
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go . No one. 

Q. But someone said they wanted to leave, 
they could be home within two days, couldn't 
they? 

A. No. I mean, they could be, but that 
wasn't the way it worked. People were kept 
for long periods of time. 

Q. You don't know what -- strike that. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let's take a 

five-minute break and resume, then. 

(A ten-minute recess was 


taken .) 

Q. One more question about the RPF. Is 
it a fact that auditing — if somebody did not 
want to take auditing in the RPF while they 
were there, they did not have to? 

A. No . 


Q. And when you say no, are you 
to sec check ing? 

A. (No response.) 

Q. Are you referring to sec checking or 
are you referring — 

A. Anything. You couldn't get out of the 
RPF unless you were audited. 
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Q. Or unless you left like Tonja Burden; 
right? 

A. Yeah, that's another option. 

Q. And when she walked away, you appeared 
later on in her house in Los Angeles, right -- 
I mean, Las Vegas? 

A. We've gone over all this. 

Q. Is that correct? This is just 
preliminary. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you had no orders to kidnap her 
and bring her back against her will, did you? 

A. I've gone into that. 

MR. TABS: Asked and 

answered . 

Q. All right. Now, when you say people 
had to do sec checking in the RPF, it's also 
true that they did not have to do auditing; 
isn't that correct? 

A. That's not -- 

MR. TABB; He's asked and 
answered that question. He said they did have 
to do auditing. 

Q. They had to do both auditing and sec 
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checking? Is that correct? 

A. You know, it's the same thing. 

Q. There is no difference between sec 
checking and auditing? 

A. Well, you know — 

Q. Have you ever testified that sec 
checking is different from auditing and that 
they are not the same? 

A. Well, they are the same and they are 
different. I know that you construe it 
differently so that you can later legitimize 
the dissemination of those materials. But the 
process is exactly the same. Same thing. 
E-meter, ask question, get an answer. 

Q. You mean because the E-meter is used 
and there is a question and answer used, 
you’re defining sec checking as the same as 
auditing for that reason? 

A. Well -- 

Q. Is that correct? 

A. Auditing includes -- auditing is the 
umbrella which includes sec checking. 

Auditing has lists. Auditing has a number of 
things which one does, one of which is a 
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classification called sec checking. But 
exactly that same procedure is used. When you 
begin rudiments at the beginning of the 
session, "Has a withhold been missed? What is 
it? Get the details." 

Q. I'm just trying to ask you. 

A. Well, I've explained it, I think. 

Q. Isn't it a fact that other than -- if 
you define sec checking as a type of auditing, 
which apparently you do; is that correct? 

A. It's all the same process, same thing. 

Q. Are there other types of auditing — 
since you describe sec checking as auditing, 
are there other kinds of auditing that are not 
sec checking? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you required to take any of those 
kinds when you're in the RPF if you don't want 
to? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Which kinds? 

A. Word clearing, lists, grades, solo 
auditing, rudiments, inter ior i zat ion rundown, 
rundowns of all sorts. 
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Q. What kinds of — what number of hours 
would someone in the RPF in Florida in 1977, 
what number of hours per day would someone 
take auditing? 

A. It's — it varied. 

Q. Was it several hours? 

A. Var ied . 

Q. Could it be as many as five or six 
hours a day? 

A. Well, the set schedule was five hours. 
So the maximum that could be was two and a 
half hours one direction and two and a half 
hours the other direction. 

Q . You mean morning and evening? 

A. No . 

Q. What do you mean direction? 

A. You audit a twin. You and your twin. 

Q. Oh, I see . 

A. So one person audited — now, you had 
to write up your folder, you had to get a CS 
and all those other things within that five 
hours. So generally a session, if it was an 
hour, was long. 

Q. All right. And the -- 
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A. But sometimes it could be real long. 

If you were sec checking, if someone wanted to 
leave, moves into a whole different realm. 

There you go all day, all night. That's a 
whole different thing from the process through 
the RPF. 

Q. All right. Now, somebody assigned to 
the RPF would audit someone else assigned to 
the RPF and then they'd switch places. 

A. Cor rect. 

Q. And was that true in sec checking as 

well? 

A. When you're talking — are you talking 
about leaving sec check? Are you talking 
about a sec check — there is classifications 
of sec check. There is a sec check, there is 
a list one sec check. 

Q. Okay. Let's take a list one sec check. 

A. It could have been delivered by a list 
one auditor or a list one sec checker, not the 
person's twin necessarily. Although a twin 
could also do a list one sec check. 

Q. So sometimes sec checks were conducted 
by people assigned to the RPF on other people 
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assigned to the RPF. 
A. Correct. 


Q. Right. Did you ever do a sec check in 
the RPF? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Okay. Now, did you say that one of 
the operations which Tonja Burden might have 
had access to would have been something called 
Rockefeller conflict? 


A. Yeah. 


Q. Now, you don't know whether she saw 
that operation, do you? 

A. I don't knot/. It was significant in 
my mind. There was a correspondence back and 
forth. Hubbard had — you know, it was his 
baby . 

Q. Now, do you know whether Tonja Burden 
saw any particular operation when she was -- 

A. I've answered this before. 


Q. Well, I'm asking of your own knowledge 
A. I answered it. 


Q. No, I don't think you have. Do you 
have any firsthand knowledge of Tonja Burden 
having seen any so-called GO op? 
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A. I answered that yesterday. 

Q. Well, is the answer yes or no? 

MR. TABS: The question was 

asked and answered. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Why don't we 

just expedite this so that nobody gets 
unnecessarily bothered by it. 

A. Okay. I can't tell you what for sure 

she saw, but I know that we had folders on 
these various operations, programs, and it 
seems extremely likely in that she was a 
messenger who carried these things in to 
Hubbard and who would have been putting them 
on the front of folders, you know. Unless she 
was blind, she would have seen them. 

Q. Well, you have no knowledge whether 
she read these folders or not, other than to 
whom they were addressed, do you? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And when you talk about the 
Rockefeller conflict, can you describe what 
that program was, please? 

A. Yeah. Hubbard ordered that a conflict 
be created between the Rothchilds and the 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723 - 943 ? 




11 

1 2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 


3 57 


Rockefellers. He wanted anti-Jewish material. 
Hubbard, by the way was rabidly anti-Jewish. 

I often wondered why he had scads of Jewish 
attorneys. But I suppose Hitler also had 
Jewish masons build often, too, so — 

MR. HERTZBERG: I find your 

last remarks very offensive and gratuitous and 
not responsive to the question. 

THE WITNESS: I think they 

are. You got into an area. He wanted anti- 
Jewish material originating from the 
Rockefellers put in the — disseminated to the 
Rothchilds so that it looked like the 

Rockefellers were anti-Jewish. That came from 
Hubbard. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Fine. That 

last portion that you just added is responsive 
to the question. 

THE WITNESS: The other part 

came from Hubbard, too. 

Q. Can you cite any sentence in any book 
by L. Ron Hubbard which you would define as 
anti-Semitic? 

A. Well, I certainly think that that is, 
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but yes — 

Q. No. I'm asking of any writing of L. 
Ron Hubbard. 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. Go ahead. What are they? 

A. There was a -- in fact, Hubbard -- to 
quote Hubbard -- 

Q. I'm asking for a written -- any 
writing by L. Ron Hubbard that you define as 
anti-Semitic. 

A. He said that the source of all the 
problems was a bunch of Jewish bankers in 
London and New York. 

Q. And where did he say this? 

A. It was in — it was in writings which 
were in GO materials. 

Q. Would you identify — I asked you to 
identify any writing by L. Ron Hubbard that 
you define as anti-Semitic. 

A. That's it. 

Q. You're just going to tell us GO 
materials. 

A. Well, that's what it was about. He 
was getting into the source of all the 
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problems. 

Q . You have discussed -- 
A. There was a document. 

Q. Where did you see the document? 

A. On the ship. 

Q. And is the document in a volume? 
A. No. It was in the port captain's 
office. 


0. And was this in any -- it was not in 
any published writing of L. Ron Hubbard? 

A. Well, this was a document which came 
from him. He wouldn't put that in one of his 
PR publications. But the same thing with the 
Rockefeller, you know, the attempt to create 
the conflict between the Rothe hiIds and the 
Rockefellers. He wouldn't put that out 
publically. 

Q. I'm asking you is there any writing 
which you can produce or which is publically 
available in which L. Ron Hubbard -- which you 
consider an anti-Semitic -- 

A. I just told you about it. 

Q. Can you produce that? 

A. I don't have those documents. 
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Q. Is it publically available? 

A. Your organization has it. 

Q. How — why do you say that? 

A. Well, it was left in the organization. 

Q. So the fact is that in all the many 
books of L. Ron Hubbard you can't identify a 
single sentence that is anti-Semitic; isn't 
that true? 

A. I just gave it to you. 

Q. I said in all of the L. Ron Hubbard 
books can you identify a single sentence that 
is anti-Semitic? 

A. I told about this — 

Q. Can you? Can you just answer that 
question? 

A. I told you there is a differentiation. 

It's like in all the published works of L. Ron 
Hubbard can you find dirty tricks. But he 
originated them. 

Q. So your -- is your answer, then, in 
all the writings of L. Ron Hubbard, there is 
no remarks you would define as anti-Semitic? 

A. I can't answer that. 

Q. Why can't you answer that? Do you 
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know any of the books 


A. 

No , I don't 

know 

Of 

any. 


Q. 

All right. 

And 

now 

you' 

re talking 

about 

some document 

that 

you 

say 

you saw 


that's a non-published document; correct? 

A. Correct. It was a GO document, and it 
was by Hubbard, and he was tracing the 
problems of the organization or the threats to 
mankind, and he got into these Jewish bankers. 

Q. And that's your proof that he's an 
anti-Serai; correct? 

A. Well, there is that and -- 

Q. And? 

A. -- and, hey, he was going to create 
this conflict with the Rockefellers with using 

Q. Using what? 

A. Anti-Semitic, you know, to -- 

Q. Anti-Semitic, what, writings by the 

Rocke fellers? 

A. They were going to get them, create 

them, and have it appear as if the 
Rockefellers were anti-Semitic. 

Q. Where did you see this — now, you 
said they were going to get them or create 

J 
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them? 

A. Yeah, the idea was — 

Q. Where were they going to get them? 

MR. TABB: Would you please 

lower your voice, Mr. Blumenson? 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm not 

shouting, Mr. Tabb. 

Q. Where were they going to get them? 

A. I don't know where they were going to 
get them, but the program was to foment a 
conflict by the use of anti-Semitic materials 
on one side, and anti-Rockefe11er materials 
coming from the other side, not really from 
those sides, really from Scientology. 

Q. How do you know that? 

A. Well, because it was his order to do 
these things. 

Q. Did he believe that there were 
anti-Semitic writings by one of the 
Rockefellers? 

A. That wasn't it. 

Q. You don't know whether that was it or 
not, do you? 

A. It was to have these things appear as 
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if they came from the Rockefellers 
anti-Rockefe1ler material appear as 
from the Rothchilds. 

Q. Was there any step that you 
was taken to obtain such materials 
them to either the Rockefellers or 

A. I don't know what was done 
his program. 

Q. You don't know if anything 
is that right? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. And have you seen a copy of 
program since — 

A. No. 


and have 
if it came 

know that 
or present 
Rothchilds? 
following 

was done; 


this 


Q. — 1977? Have you heard any 

reference to it since 1977? 

A. I've seen a reference to it. 


Q. Where? 

A. It was in the so-called FBI documents. 
There is a reference to it. 

Q. And does it refer to creating 
d oc ume n t s ? 


A. Well, I can't state with certainty if 
it was the creation of the documents or if it 
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was the creation of a phony source for the 
docurae n t s. 

Q. So the documents may, in fact, have 
existed, legitimately as far as you know. 

A. I can't state that. 

Q. You can't state it either way; isn't 
that correct? 

A. That's correct. But I can state with 
certainty that the plan was through this 
Hubbardian concept to foment conflict, global 
conflict between these two houses, groups, 
families. 

Q. Did you ever yourself consider a plan 
to foment conflict by creating documents? 

A. No . 

Q. You never did? Did you ever propose 
it to anyone? 

A. I'm glad that you're into this area. 
Your people proposed it, I nixed it. It is 
the plan of your people to create documents. 
That was their plan — 

Q. Did you ever say that you were able to 
create documents, forge documents, and put 
them in Church files? 
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A. That was not it. 

Q. Did you ever say that? 

A. No, never . 

Q. You never said it. 

A. Never . 

Q. Are you capable of forging documents 
and -- I mean, would you be able to create 
documents that looked like Church documents? 

MR. TABS: We have been 

through this before, gentlemen, this is 

covered in the Hollersheim deposition and it 
was covered in length in the cross-examination — 
A. Does Ed Breyer eat ice cream? 

Q. Are you able to create a document and 
make it look like it's a Church document? 

MR. TABS: This area has 

been covered. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Are you 

refusing to answer? 

MR. TABB: We are refusing 

to answer. 

A. Let me ask you, is there anyone in the 
whole world who is not capable of it? Perhaps 
some simian moron, maybe. I mean, it's a 
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stupid question. Are you able to walk out 
there on the road? You know. 

Q. Well, the simple answer, the short 
answer would be yes. Why couldn't you have 
said that, then? 

A. Well, because the way you've construed 
it, the way you're going to twist it, the way 
your organization twists everything. You have 
no -- you couldn't give a damn about the truth. 
All you want -- 

Q. Are you tayloring your answers to me 
because you feel that what you say will be 
used -- will be twisted in some way? 

MR. TABB: Are you creating 

a question so you feel that they can be — so 
the answers you get can be used in such a way? 
Of course he is, and of course you are. We're 
both people on opposite sides. 

Q. I asked Mr. Armstrong -- 

A. No. I know with absolute certainty no 
matter what I say it's going to be twisting. 

MR. TABB: We're not going 

any farther. 

MR. HERTZBERG: I didn't 
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know he was on the opposite side of anything. 

I thought he was a third party witness in this 
case . 

MR. TABB: Who is being sued 

by the Church of Scientology. 

THE WITNESS: That's why all 

the Freedoms appeared last night in my lobby, 
right? 

MR. TABB: Gentlemen, 

g en 11emen. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let's calm 

down. 

MR. TABB: We're not 

answering anymore questions on the subject. 

Q. I want to know, isn't it a fact that 
you are — didn't you — are you not giving 
straightforward answers because you fear they 
will be twisted? 

A. I am giving straightforward answers, 
but I know they will be twisted. 

Q. Well, why couldn't you have answered 
yes to that question I just asked you then? 

A. Because that's not the answer to the 
question. 
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Q. Didn't you say you are capable of 
putting — forging Church documents, that you 
have the ability to do it? 

A. I would say any moron does. You do. 

Q. So why couldn't you have answered yes 
to that? 

A. Because it's a question which makes no 
sense at all, and you are going to use it 
wrongly. I'm going to be correct about it. 

Any idiot could. 

Q. You're going to be the judge of 
whether the question makes sense, and if it 
doesn't make sense, you're going to — 

MR. TABB: Mr. Armstrong 

answered the question. He is under oath. If 
he answered the question wrongly, you can have 
him arrested for perjury, and I wouldn't be 
surprised if you tried. Let's go on with the 
deposition, gentlemen. 

MR. BLUMENSON: All right. 

Q. All right. Now, do you know if there 
had been a history of Hubbard concern about 
Roc kefeller? 

A. There has been a history of attacks by 
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Hubbard on various people, and he needed 
enemies, so he chose the Rockefellers, correct. 

Q. Do you know if any member of the 
Rockefeller family has been involved in 
Scientology litigation, either as a 
participant or a founder of it? 

A. No data. 

Q. You have no data on that? 

A. No data. 

Q. Have you ever met a member of the 

Rockefeller family? 

MR. TABB: This has been 

answered and asked in other depositions. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm sorry, I 

don't -- first of all, this is a preliminary 
question, and our stipulation permits me to 
ask preliminary questions for further 
questioning . 

MR. TABB; We've gone into 
the area of the Rockefellers. If you don't 
know about it, you can read the Freedom 
magazine where his deposition testimony is 
quoted . 

Q. You brought up the Rockefeller 
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conflict, and I an asking -- 

A. You brought it up five minutes ago. 

Q. I heard about it from you. 

A. You brought it up. 

MR. TAEB: Gentlemen, let's 

sit down. Let's not argue about it. 

Q. Look. I'm asking you a very simple 
quest ion -- 

A. I've answered all these questions -- 

Q. — which is quite relevant to this 
case . 

A. Is it? 

MR. HERTZBERG: Let the 

record — just to remind you, yesterday you 
were asked an open-ended question by Mr. 
Blumenson about various programs, and it 
directly related to what Tonja Burden might 
have seen or what she might not have seen. 

And you listed some of them, and one of them 
you mentioned had to do with the Rockefellers. 
And it is my perception that Mr. Blumenson is 
simply following through on something you 
raised yesterday, you injected into this 
deposition. 
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A. You did. 

MR. TABB: Gerry, it doesn't 

matter who did. 

MR. BLUMENSON: In addition, 

I think that this is very relevant to issues 
in the Tori j a Burden case. 

Q. Now, I want to know whether you, as a 
preliminary question, have met with a member 
of the Rockefeller family. 

MR. TABB: The answer to 

that question is yes, and you know that the 
answer is yes. Will you move on to your next 
quest ion? 

MR. BLUMENSON: All right. 

Q. Let's just set the stage -- 

MR. HERTZBERG: His lawyer 

can't testify. He has to acknowledge that 
what his lawyer has said is true. 

Q. Is that true? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You had a meeting with several people 
at Oyster Bay; correct? 

A. Oyster Bay are your words. Now your 
organization put those words in that sleazy, 
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rotten, s 1 i it. y magazine and put it in my lobby. 
I never knew Oyster Bay, never came from my 
mouth . 

Q. All right. Look, what I am -- 

A. They quoted me, not true. No 

knowledge of Oyster Bay. 

Q. All right. Long Island. What I'm 
simply doing is I'm setting the stage based on 

what I know you have stated — 

THE WITNESS: Stop them. 

Q. And I wanted to ask some questions 
about it after we set the stage. It's 
pursuant to our stipulation with Mr. Tabb — 

A. I've gone into it already. I'll 
produce the deposition. It has nothing to do 
with Burden. 

Q. Well, really, I'm going to reserve the 
right to ask questions in this deposition and 
not have you judge whether they are 
appropriate questions or not. 

A. It's only harassment. 

Q. At some point if you refuse to answer, 
then it will become a court issue. But right 
n o w - - 
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MR. TABB: Mr. Blumenson, 

let's go on with the — 

MR. HERTZBERG: We would 

like to, and then go to lunch. So let's just 
get through this line of questioning and 
everyone can relax. 

Q. Okay. You ordered a meeting with 
George O'Neill, Annie O'Neill, Gail O'Neill, 
yourself, and your wife, and your attorneys. 
You were present, were you not? 

A. Correct. 

Q. In Long Island in 19- what? What year 
was that? 

A. Already been answered. 

MR. TABB: That's in other 

d e po sition. 

Q. Are you going to refuse to answer the 
year of the meeting for some reason? 

A. It's already been answered . 

Q. Do you know it -- 

MR. TABB: Go on to the 

question, Mr. Blumenson. 

A. Why do you do this? Come on. It 
doesn't matter what I say, you have no — you 
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don't care about truth. 

MR. TABB: Let's hear the 

man's questions. 

Q. Did you have any discussions with 
Richard Parsons at the meeting? 

A. No . 


Q. Have you ever met Richard Parsons? 
A. No. 


Q. At this meeting was there a discussion 
of how to finance Scientology litigation? 

A. No . 

Q. Was there any discussion of money at 
all at this meeting? 

A. No. 


Q. Do you -- was Gail O'Neill at this 
time meeting -- 
A. Yes. 


Q. -- throughout, as far as you know? 

A. She may have gone to the bathroom. 

Q. Other than that? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And was she a member of the Church of 
Scientology at the time? 

A. I can't answer. 
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Q. Well, was she -- was one of the 
purposes of this meeting to talk to her about 
the nature of the Church of Scientology? 

MR. TABS: That's on the 

record, and we've gone over it. 

Q. I want to ask you this. 

MR. TABB: Mr. Blumen son, 

let's go to new questions. That's been 
answered and asked. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Mike, I 

think you know as well as I do that it will be 
much more expeditious to not object on every 
occasional question you feel has been answered. 

MR. TABB: Why don't you 

just ask the questions that you haven't before? 

MR. BLUMENSON: I haven’t 

asked any of these before. 

MR. TABB: They have been 

asked by your client before. 

Q. Was one of the purposes of this 
meeting to educate Gail O'Neill about the 
Church of Scientology? 

MR. TA3B: Asked and 

answered, instruct the witness not to answer. 
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MR. HERTZBERG: Mike, I 

could ask the same questions when it's my turn, 
and you can't say it has been asked because it 
hadn't. Would you let him answer the few 
preliminary questions, please? We could have 
maybe been through with it if we hadn't had 
all these colloquys up till now. Let him just 
answer a few questions on this, for God's 
sakes . 

MR. TA3B: How many 

preliminary questions do you have, Mr. 
Blumenson? 

MR. BLUMENSON: I think 

we'll be done with this area in five minutes 
if we can just go through it. 

MR. TABB: All right. 

Q. Okay. Did you understand that one of 
the purposes of this meeting was to educate 
Gail O'Neill about the nature of the Church of 
Scientolog y? 

A. It certainly was to let the family 
know of my understanding at least of the 
intelligence activities of the organization, 
their hate for the Rockefellers, the use of 
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perclear folder information, and the -- that 
was mainly it. 

Q. And Gail O'Neill -- 

A. Also, you know, I happen to -- we 
certainly discussed L. Ron Hubbard, and I 
certainly discussed the various frauds of the 
organization. We did not get into a 
discussion of whether or not, you know, the 
concepts of Scientology or auditing or 
anything like that. It was strictly rotten 
acts and fraud. 

Q. All right. And at the time this 

meeting was occurring, Gail O'Neill at that 
point did not have antipathy towards the 
Church of Scientology; isn't that right, when 
she entered that meeting? 

A. That's probably true. 

Q. But it's true that her parents did 
have antipathy towards the Church and wanted 
to educate her -- 

MR. TABB: Mr. Blumenson, 

will you make this relevant to the Burden case? 

MR. BLUMENSON: Well, don't 

worry, you'll see where it's going in a second. 
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A. Her parents had a great deal of 
concern about the daughter and about the 
family and about the use of confidential 
information in perclear folders by the 
intelligence bureau of the organization and 
the rampant hate of the organization and 
Hubbard for the family. They were concerned 
as a family. They were concerned about their 
daughter . 

Q. All right. And were you paid any 
money as compensation of expenses or salary 
for your role in this meeting? 

A. No . 

Q. Do you know whether Michael Flynn was 
paid any money for his role in this meeting? 

A . NO . 

Q. You don't know either way? 

A. I don't k now. 

Q. And do you know whether any funds were 
ever paid to Michael Flynn from a member of 
the Rockefeller family? 

A. Don't know. 

Q. Have you ever heard of the 
constellation fund? 
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A . No . 

Q. You've never heard of it? 

A. Well, I heard of it from some press 
release that Heber had in which Ileber 
connected me up with a creation of Zyclon B 
gas and the extermination of the Jews. 

Q. I asked whether you'd ever heard of 
the constellation fund. 

A. That's when I heard it. 

Q. What is the date you heard of it? 

A. Well, what's the date of that press -- 

Q. Is it within the last two weeks? Or 
did you hear of it before then? 

A. When did Hubbard croak? What was the 
date? 

Q. You mean when did Hubbard die? Is 
that what you mean by "croak"? 

A. Whatever he did, you know, I -- 
yesterday he shed his skin, but today — 
whatever. What date? 

Q. January 24th. 

A. Okay. So then a few days after that 
they had some press conference, so it's within 
that time period. 
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Q. All right. Had you ever -- 
A. They renewed the — you know, the 2 
million dollars check scam? Did you set that 
up? 

Q. Let's try to get through this as fast 
as possible, okay? 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm moving -- 

A. It just sort of has your kind of 
trappings attached to it. 


MR. TABB: Let's go. 

Q. Did you ever hear of Richard Parsons 
before two weeks ago? 

A. Don't think so, never heard the name. 
Q. Did you ever hear of the New York — 
A. You hadn't either, right? 

Q. Did you ever hear of the community 
fund ? 


A. No . 

Q. Do you know whether Michael Flynn has 
received any money from a -- either the 
constellation or community fund? 

A. The only thing I've heard is whatever 
your people printed in the Freedom and 
whatever they said at that press conference. 
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Q. When did you first hear of the 
Scientology victims defense fund? 

A. Same thing . 

Q. You never heard the word Scientology 
victims defense fund prior to two weeks ago? 

A. I may have heard the name. I knew 
nothing about it. 

Q. Did you ever play a role in the 

Scientology victims defense fund? 

A. God — 

Q. Just answer the question, Gerry. 

A. I'm a Scientology victim, so in that 
sense — 

Q. Did you ever play a role in the fund? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know how much money the fund 
raised? 

A. No. I've already -- I have no 

knowledge of it. 

Q. Did Michael Flynn ever tell you how he 

was funding this litigation? 

MR. TAB B: That's 

attorney-c1ient privilege. Do not answer the 
question. 
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MR. BLUMENSON: I don't see 

why in the Tonja Burden case expenses are -- 
his expenses -- 


answer 

MR. TABB: He's not going to 

the question -- 


MR. BLUMENSON: -- are 


relevant to damages. 

MR. TABB: He's not going to 

answer the question, refuse to answer. 

Certify the question to the court if you wish. 


Q. 

Do you know who is paying the expenses 

of the 

Tonja Burden litigation? 

A. 

Boy, I assume that the organization is. 


Must cost them billions, but 

Q. Who is paying Tonja Burden's expenses 
for the — 


A. 

I have no -- 

Q. 

-- her prosecution of her suit 


against the Church of Scientology? 


A. 

No knowledge. 

Q. 

Do you have any knowledge as to who is 


paying the expenses of the people suing the 
Church of Scientology who are Michael Flynn's 
clients? 
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MR. TABB: This is 

irrevelant, and we refuse to answer the 
question. 

A. And also, clearly, if I'm working in 
the office, although I didn't pick — I have 
no knowledge . 

Q. Do you know who is paying expenses of 
your case? 

A. Certainly it just — you know. 

MR. TABB: That's irrelevant, 

too, not going into that. Instruct the 
witness not to answer. 

Q. Do you know who is paying the expenses 
for your own litigation? 

MR. TABB: I've instructed 

the witness not to answer. 

Q. Has Michael Flynn ever told you that 
he's bearing all the expenses of the 
Scientology litigation personally? 

MR. TABB: Attorney-client 

privilege, instruct the witness not to answer. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Is it your 

position, Mr. Tabb, that information about who 
is paying fees is privileged? 
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MR. TABB: Yes. As well as 


irrelevant. 


MR. HERTZBERG: Okay. 

Q. Do you know Martin O'Malley? 

A. No . 

Q. Have you ever heard that name? 

A. No. I know Eugene M. Ingrain. 

Q. Was Ron DeWolfe in the meeting at 
Oyster Bay? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did you ever hear of something called 
Woodpile, Inc.? 


A. No . 

Q. Up to this date you've never heard 
that wo r d ? 

A. I've heard Woodpile. 

Q. In connection with Michael Flynn or 
Scientology litigation? 

A. Never . 

Q. Have you ever discussed how Tonja 
Burden's expenses in this litigation are going 
to be paid? 

A. No . 


MR. TABB: Instruct the 
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witness not to answer. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Are you 

taking the attorney-client privilege on that? 

MR. TABB: Saying it's 

irrelevant and we're not going to go into it. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Saying it's 

irrelevant. You're not taking the privilege 
or you are taking the privilege? 

MR. TABB: Both. Mr. 

Armstrong works in the office. 

MR. BLUMENSON: When you 

take that privilege, are you representing 
Mr. Armstrong as a witness or Tonja Burden, or 
whom? 

MR. TABB: Both. 

Q. Were you ever approached or, I'm sorry, 
strike that. Were you ever told that you 
could obtain help from the Scientology victims 
defense fund yourself? 

A. No. 

Q. When did you first hear those words, 
Scientology victims defense fund? 

A. When you just said it right now. 

(Whereupon Mr. Geller 
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entered the room.) 


Q. 

You've never heard it before? 

A. 

That I could obtain it myself? 

Q. 

No, the name Scientology victims 


defense fund . 

A. You know, if I heard it before, I have 
no recollection. Maybe it come up. I'm 
certainly a Scientology victim. Eut don't 
think I've ever heard of it until -- 

Q. Has anyone ever told you, Michael 
Flynn or anyone else, that the Scientology 


victims 

defense fund exists? 

A. 

Don't think so. 

Q. 

Do you have any knowledge as to what 


the money in the Scientology victims defense 


fund is 

intended to be used for? 

A. 

It rather poses something not in — 

Q. 

-- in evidence? 


A. Exactly. Do you know of such, you 
know? I've already said I don't know of the 
existence of it, I don't know of any money, so 


how the 

fuck could I know what it's going to 

be used 

f or . 

MR. TABB: Relax, Gerry. 
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A. I mean, that's a silly question, isn't 

it? 

(Whereupon Hr. Geller left 

the room.) 

Q. Have you had any discussions with 
anybody about the Scientology victims defense 
fund ? 


MR. TABB: He doesn't know. 

A. No, other than right now and other 
than seeing that Freedom and hearing something 
about some press release. 

Q. Do you know whether Michael Flynn has 
any connection to the Scientology victims 
defense fund? 


doe sn't 
defense 

Q. 

I think 

A. 


MR. TABB: He says he 

know what the Scientology victims 
fund is. 

Can you answer that question yes or no? 
it's my final question on the subject. 

I think it's obvious from what I've 


said. 


Q. Can you answer it yes or no? 

A. Come on. If I don't know of the 

existence of the fund other than what you've 
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said, you've made the connection. You've also 
got me connected to the extermination of the 
Jews, so it's crazy. 

Q. I find that offensive. 

A. Bull shit. 

MR. TABB: Relax. Just 

answer his question. 

Q. Is the answer no that you agree v/ith 
your attorney -- 


A. It's obviously no. 

Q. All right. That would have saved a 
lot of time. 

A. Well, you know, all the — 

Q. Have you ever discussed possible sale 
of stock in Scientology litigation with anyone? 

A. You'll have to explain what you mean 
by all those terms. 


Q 


Have you ever heard -- 


A. I've heard. 

Q. -- that Michael Flynn had a proposal 
to sell stock in Scientology litigation to the 
public? 

A. Only from you people. 

Q. Have you ever discussed that with 
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Michael Flynn? 
A. No . 


Q. Have you ever seen papers relating to 
Flynn Associates Management Company or 
corporat ion? 

A. Only those documents created by you 
people. 

Q. You say that the FAMCO papers were 
created by the Church of Scientology? 

A. I saw one again last night created by 
you people. 

Q. All right. And has Michael Flynn told 
you he has never produced any such documents? 

MR. TABB: What Michael 

Flynn told him is protected by attorney-client 

MR. BLUMENSON: Not if it 


relates to the case. 


MR. TABB: Apparently it 

does. You bring it up in his case. 

MR. BLUMENSON: He's not 


seeking legal aid on the subject. 

Q. Did Michael Flynn tell you that the 
FAMCO papers were all simply forgeries created 
by the Church of Scientology? 
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MR. TABB: Attorney-client 

privilege. Instruct the witness not to answer. 

Q. Now, cl id you ever see anyone read 

Tonja Burden's PC file? 

A. I don't think I have any data. 

Q. Did you ever see any telexes or 

communications that named Tonja Burden by name? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many? 

A. I can't tell you. 

Q. Do you think it was less than three? 

A. Well, there was a Tonja Burden program, 
and there was my telex, there was a telex to 
go get me, and there were all the 

communication — you know, there was the 
guardian's office. I can't — you know, let's 
say three for sure. 

Q. All right. Now, the first one you 
mentioned was a program involving Tonja Burden. 

A. Yeah, something the GO had in the 
beginning of 1980. 

Q. And do you recall any of the contents? 

A. No. It's a Tonja Burden program. 

Q. But you don't recall the contents. 
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A. No . 

Q. And do you — where did you see that 
document in 1980? 

A. With the guy who interviewed me. He 
was working off a program. 

Q. And was interviewing you one part of 
that program as far as you know? 

A. Well, I don't think I was named. I 
can't say for sure. 

Q. But interviewing people who knew Tonja 
would be one part of such a program? 

A. Well, it would be a pretty standard -- 

Q. And what was the second document that 
you recall mentioning Tonja Burden? 

A. Well, there was the telex I received 
to go get Tonja. 

Q. All right. And was there any further 
document, telex, or communication that you 
recall that mentioned Tonja Burden? 

A. The debriefs of myself, Terry, the -- 
so that's another two. I saw the 
correspondence between her and Hubbard. 

Q. Where did you see that? 

A. Dunedin. 
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Q. Can you tell me anything about the 
contents of the communications between her and 
Hubbard? Do you recall any of it? 

A. No. It was light communication going 
back and forth. 

Q. Friendly? 

A. Yeah, friendly stuff. That's all I 
can recall right now. 

Q. When you got the telex that you should 
go to Los Angeles — I'm sorry, Las Vegas, who 
was that from? 

A. My recollection is CMO Clearwater. 

Q. Do you remember who signed it? 


A . 

I don't know if it had a 

signature on 

it. It 

may 

have just had a post 

title. 

Q. 

Who 

would — 


A. 

DC 0 

CMO CW. 



Q. Do you know who would have been at the 

time? 

A. Maybe Bitty Tomkins. 

Q. After you went to Las Vegas and came 

back with Tonja, did you ever write a 
statement of your own apart from the 
interviews — 
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A. Yeah . 


Q. -- about what happened? 

A. Yes. There is a debrief. I would 
request that you give it to me, it's part of 
the -- certainly ray B-l file. 

Q. And that's distinguished from the 
document which I showed you yesterday. 

A. Correct. 


Q. And were you honest in your — as far 
as you can recall, were you honest in your 
account of what happened in the document you 
wrote yourself? 

A. Probably as honest as a scientologist, 
given those circumstances, could be. 

Q. Well, was there any particular lie you 
remember telling? 

A. I've been through this before. 

Q. I'm asking you now about this document 
you say you wrote before describing the — 

A. I answered that. 


Q. -- the Las Vegas, Los Angeles trip. 

A. Right. Cannot recall any specific lie, 
other than the fact that the whole context is 


a lie. 
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Q. Because you believe all of Scientology 
is a lie. That's what you mean by that, isn't 
it? 

A. That's your statement, it's not mine. 

Q. Well, when you say context, what do 
you mean by the whole context was a lie? 

A. The perception of this young girl as 
an enemy, the perception of the necessity to 
bring her back and hold her and sec check her 
and get her crimes and render her harmless. 

Q. You don't know hov; long she was held 
at all, if at all, do you? 

A. Well, she stayed there for a few days. 


Q. 

You don' 

t know 

when 

she left, do you? 

A. 

I don't 

know specifically. 

but it w as 

Q. 

You d id n 

' t see 

her 

leave . 


A. 

I think 

I did. 

but 

I don't 

— you know 

I can't 

say for 

certain 

if 

she saw 

me or where 

exactly 

I was or 

-- I remember her 

leav ing . 

Q. 

Okay. And yo u 

can' 

t tell 

us how many 


hours, days — or days it was after she 
arrived that she left, can you? 

A. No. It was a few days later. 

Q. And how did she get back to Las Vegas? 
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A. My recollection is bus. 

Q. And when you saw her leave, was she 
with anybody? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Did you say hello to her? 

A. Don't recall. I saw her during the 
time that she was in Los Angeles, but I don't 
recall the specifics of it or -- 

Q. Do you recall whether you talked to 
her or not, then? 

A. Yeah. I would have at least exchanged 
greetings. 

Q. Okay. Now, did you, when you were in 
Florida at Dunedin or Fort Harrison, ever 
obtain medical care for yourself or dental 
care for yourself? 

A. I think that that's the first time I 
was ever able to get any dental care at all. 

Q. It is true that when you were in 
Florida in 1977 that you went to a doctor or 
dentist; isn't that true? 

A. A dentist. 

Q. And was that paid for by the Church? 

A. I don't recall. 
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Q. Well, isn't it a fact that the Church 
did pay for the medical expenses of its 
members in Florida? 

A. I'm not sure. I remember Terry's 
father had to pay for her dental work because 
the sea org didn't. And I don't recall if he 
paid for that or not. 

Q. You don't recall whether the Church or 
yourself paid for your medical and dental care 
in 1977 in Florida? 

A. Well, I couldn't have paid for it 
because I wasn't making any wages. But Terry's 
father may have and I just can't recall. 
Because, you know, I was in a situation at 
that level being married to the CO of the CMO 
that I was able to get certainly better dental 
care than the rest of the -- 

Q. Wouldn't Tonja Burden have been able 
to get medical and dental care paid for by the 
Church in Florida? 

A. No. It was very difficult. It 
required a great deal of trouble and disaster 
to finally get it. 

Q. It required a great deal of what? 
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Trouble? 


A. 

Yeah. It was very difficult to get. 

Q. 

What would she do in order to obtain 


medical care if she, for example, broke her 
wrist? Scientology wouldn't say don't see a 
doctor, would it? 


A. 

Correct. 

Q. 

Scientology would send her to a doctor, 


wo uldn't they? 


A. 

Cor r ec t. 

Q. 

And Scientology would pay for that. 


wouldn't it? 


A. 

Well, yeah. 

Q. 

And Scientology did send her to a 

doctor 

when she broke her wrist and paid for 


it , didn't they? 

A. Can't tell you that. Don't have that 
incident in mind. 

Q. Okay. You were her guardian in 
Florida for at least some time; isn't that 
right? 


A. 

Yeah . 

Q. 

And isn't it a fact that when Tonj a 

Burden 

would go to the hospital or see a 
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doctor, you were sent the medical records or 
bills as her guardian? Isn't that a fact? 

A. I don't recall if I ever received any. 

0. Well, let me show you this document 
and see if it refreshes your recollection. 

MR. TABB: What are you — 

MR. BLUMENS ON: It's 

referring to the charges of Copenhaver, Decker 
and Bell in Clearwater, Florida, in care of 
Gerald Armstrong. 

MR. TABB: Is this going to 

be marked as an exhibit? 

MR. BLUMENSON: No. I'm 

just refreshing his recollection. 

A. Don't know if it ever came to me. 

Q. Does the name — 

A. I was not her guardian on 10-27-77. 

Q. All right. Is there any reason why 
medical bills would have been sent to you for 
Tonja Burden then? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Does the name at the top of that page 
of the physicians refresh your recollection as 
to whether Tonja Burden or anyone else ever 
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went to those physicians? 

A. No. I don't. 

Q. Did you ever hear of those doctors 
prior to today? 

A. I don't think so. I don't know. 

Q. And you're testifying that you, prior 
to today, never heard of Copenhaver , Decker 
and Bell? 

A. I never testified to that. 

Q. Have you heard of them before today or 

not? 

A. I said I can't recall. 

Q. Did you ever hear of the Morton Plant 
Hospital in Clearwater, Florida? 

A. Do you have another document there? 
Same thing. Is this the same document? 

Q. Have you heard of the Morton Plant 
Hospital, or not? 

A. May have. I don't recall. 


Q. 

Did you 

ever go to 

a hospital 

when 

you 

were 

in 

Flor id a 

yourself? 




A . 

Boy, I don't think 

so . 



Q. 

Did you 

ever go to 

a dentist 

•when 

you 

were 

in 

Florida? 

You said 

you have, 

right 
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A. Yeah . 

Q. Did you ever go to a doctor's office 
when you were in Florida? 

A. Well, it seems to me that I went 
somewhere to get a blood — something for 
immigration purposes. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to how 
often or how many times Tonj a Burden went to 
the hospital or to a doctor while she was in 
Florida? 

A. No data. 

Q. You have no data that she was 
discouraged from going to a doctor, do you? 

A. Well, everyone was discouraged. 

Doctors were considered, you know — they were 
part of the evil group. 

Q. And if somebody went to a doctor, then 
that would make that person a suppressive 
person, wouldn't it? 

A. Well, I don't quite subscribe -- if 
that's your understanding of Scientology. 

Q. No. I'm asking you, in Scientology, 
are you testifying that if you went to see a 
doctor, you would be classified as a 
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suppressive person? 

A. I've never testified to that effect. 

Q. Would you be? 

A. I've never testified to that. 

Q. Would you be categorized as a 
potential trouble source if you saw a doctor? 

A. You would be a potential trouble 
source if you were sick, so if you were sick 
or if you had a wound of some kind, so 
certainly, unless you went — of course, if it 
was an operation to go infiltrate the guy's 
office, that's a different thing. You're not 
a suppressive person, you're a saint. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge of Tonja 
Burden being discouraged from going to doctors 
while she was in Florida? 

A. Everyone was discouraged from going to 
doctors. 

» 

Q. And if they wanted to go to a doctor, 
were there any restrictions placed on them? 

A. A lot, extreme- -- 

Q. Can you name them? 

A. Well, if you wanted to go to a — you 
know, unless you've got a situation like that 
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where if, indeed, she had a broken wrist, 
that's a whole different thing from someone 
who says, you know, "I'm just not feeling good 
and I want to go to a doctor." 

You know, we had one woman in the RPF 
who had TB and our solution to that was to off¬ 
load her. There was a classification called 
clinical, and if a person became clinical so 
that they needed medical attention, get rid of 
them. Joan Robertson had a heart condition, 
get rid of her. That was the solution to that 
thing. 

Q. What would happen if — did the Church 
allow members to get shots from doctors? 

A. In certain circumstances. At other 
times we phonied shots. 

Q. How did you phony a shot? 

A. When we were in Morocco, when we were 
in Portugal where for sea men on board ships 
required certain vaccinations, cholera, that 
sort of thing. We would get the vaccine, dump 
it, and create phony documents to show that 
the people were vaccinated when they weren't. 

Q. All right. If Tonja Burden wanted to 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 

70Q.Q/190 





10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

1 8 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 


403 


see a dentist, would she have been permitted 
to see a dentist? 

A. Only after a great deal of trouble. 

Q. And what would she have had to do to 
see a dentist if she had a toothache? 

A. She would have had to write up a 
request, a CSVJ is what it's called, and she 
would have had to done a routing form and get 
everyone's agreement that that was possible 
and make sure that there was money allocated 
for her to go. 

Q. And, in other words, if she filled out 
some forms, then she could see a dentist and 
Scientology would pay for it? 

A. No, wasn't that simple. 

Q. Do you know whether Tonja Burden ever 
did see a dentist -- 

A . I don't know. 

Q. -- while she was in Florida in 19- -- 
in the Church? 

A. Don't know. 

Q. So you're saying that if there was an 
injury or a wound or something more than a 
cold, Scientology would permit and even pay 
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for medical or dental care. Is that true? 

A. I never said that. 

Q. Is that false? 

A. False. 

Q. If you suffered a wound or an injury, 
Scientology would not permit or pay for 
raedical care? 

A. You also included in that earlier 
statement something worse than a cold. So are 
you — as long as we know that lots of things 
worse than a cold were not treated by 
Scientology or were not treated with medical 
care . 

Q. Was there ever an instance you know of 
where Tonja Burden had medical needs for 
medical care which were not taken care of by 
the Church? 

A. I don't know of a specific instance. 

I know that it was the policy of the 
organization to not use doctors. It was the 
policy — 

Q. And yet the organization would pay for 
medical care when -- 

A. In an emergency? Yes. 
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Q. And it's also a fact, isn't it, that -• 
did you ever put warnings on meters yourself, 
that so-called disclaimers that Scientology is 
an applied religious philosophy that does not 
cure any medical illness? 

A. I was involved in a mission part of 
which was — one of the targets of which was 
to get those warnings, or whatever it is, 
disclaimers, put on some of the meters. 

Q. What year was that? 

A. 197- -- October '74. 

Q. Who ordered that mission? 

A. I don't know if we did meters. We did 
books. There was something that we had to 
stick in books. Maybe meters as well, because 
I remember my meter never did get one of these 
things. 


Q. But there was a mission you were a 
part of to put these warnings on. 

A. Yeah. There was a -- 
Q. That's correct. 

A. Hubbard was -- you know, he ordered 
the mission. It was a L. Ron Hubbard mission. 
I reported to him on it. 
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Q. And you were never on any mission and 
don’t know of any mission to remove those 
things from books or meters, do you, those 
disclaimers? 

A. No. The books on the ship did not 
have those things. The meters did not have 
them until it was anticipated that we were 
going into Charleston, South Carolina, at 
which point there was a hurry-up mission to -- 

Q. And that’s because the United States - 
a United States court had ordered that in the 
United States these warnings be placed on 
books and meters, to your knowledge? 

A. Yeah. It was to avoid some problem, I 
r emember that. 


Q. 

All 

right. And 

i s 

it a 

fact 

that 

Scientology 

doctrine -- 

i s 

it a 

fair 

statement 

to say 

Scientology doctrine 

says 

that 

med ical 


illnesses should be treated both physically 
and spiritually? 

A. Yeah. I'd hesitate to use the term 
spiritually, you know, it's — I suppose — 
psychiatry's spiritual, too, right, in that 
sense? 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723*9432 




1 

4 

c 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

1 2 

13 

14 

15 

1 6 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

24 


407 


Q . Well, is ray question correct? 

A. Well, it's not quite true, but — 

Q. What's — is there anything that you 
can say is inaccurate about that statement? 

A. Yeah. It's not spiritual. 

Q. Because you believe Scientology's not 
spiritual. 

A. Yeah. The auditing — it's like is 
this a spiritual process? I suppose you could 
construe this — I mean, we're all humans, so 
I suppose. 

Q. Well, let me put it this way: Isn't 

it part of Scientology doctrine that illnesses 
should be treated both physically and through 
the thetan? 

A. Well, through the auditing process. 

You know, you -- I've never seen one of the -- 
a thetan yet. 

Q. But that's part of Scientology 
doctr ine . 


A. Yeah. Well, in that, it's like 

psychiatry, you know, they -- yeah. 

Q. Did you ever hear the word spiritual 

travail when you were in Scientology? 
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A. It seems to me there is some 
disclaimer or some document that everyone has 
to sign and that phrase is in it, but that's 
the only context in which I've heard it. 

HR. BLUMENSON: Okay. Let’s 

break for lunch and come back here at 2 
o'clock. 


taken .) 

* 


(A luncheon recess was 


****** 


MR. BLUMENSON: Let me just 

memorialize on the record what we're talking 
about here, which is that currently in the 
Burden case, the deposition of De De Riesdorf 
has been noticed in LA on the 17th unless 
Riesdorf and her attorney agree to come to 
Boston on the 14th. 


And what you, Michael Tabb, 
are telling me is that you do not wish to 
proceed on those days but that you're 
proposing that the depositions take place 
after the discovery cutoff, the deposition of 
De De Riesdorf, and you're proposing the 
deposition of Ron DeWolfe also take place 
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sometime after the cutoff in March. 

MR. TABB: Right, the first 

week of March. 


MR. BLUMENSON: Do you care 

whether it's the first or second week of March? 

MR. TABB: V7e would prefer 

the first week of March. The second week of 
March might be possible, early in the second 
week of March. 

MR. BLUMENSON: All right. 

And I will just take that proposal to the 
client and we'll get back to you. But as of 
now, in any case, all I can say is that the 
notice is enforced and we'll get back to you 
on your proposal. 

MR. TABE: All right. Let 

us know as soon as possible so we can take 
whatever appropriate motions have to be made. 

MR. HERTZBERG: I would like 

to note that if the deposition of De De 
Riesdorf is scheduled in March, which I 
conceptually have no objection to, I would -- 
I am unavailable the first week of March due 
to a court commitment in another case, and 
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would urge that her deposition be taken the 
second week of March, because there is a 
chance that I might be -- 

MR. TABS: Is it still 

possible to bring Riesdorf to Boston? 

MR. BLUMENSON: I don't know. 

Depending on the date there is that 
possibility. And it depends on their 
willingness to do so. Both the lawyer and the 
d eponen t . 

MR. TABB: Obviously. 

MR. HERTZBERG: I would also 

like to memorialize on the record the 
understanding that I have on behalf of Mary 
Sue Hubbard and that Roger Geller has on 
behalf of the clients he represents in this 
case to confirm our understanding with Mr. 

Tabb that the depositions scheduled seriatim 
for Tonja Burden's brother, mother, and father 
commencing the week of February 17th and 
continuing through Saturday the 22nd will be 
videotaped, and that the deposition of Tonja 
Burden, commencing February 24th and 
concluding February 28th, will also be video- 
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taped in this matter; and also that Mr. Tabb 
has agreed that the deposition which he has 
noticed of my client Mary Sue Hubbard will 
commence at 10 o'clock on the 19th of February 
and not 9:30 as the notice provides. 

MR. TABB: Can we go off the 

record for one moment? 

(A discussion was held off 

the record .) 


* * * * * * * 


MR. BLUMENSON: Are we ready 

to resume this deposition? 

MR. TABB: Yep. 

Q. (BY MR. BLUMENSON) It’s 2:30, and you 

understand you're still under oath, Mr. 
Armstrong? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Now, did you know Tonja Burden in 

March of 1973? 

A. Can't say. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge from any 

source as to what representations were made to 

Tonja Burden and her parents in 1973? 

A. I answered that yesterday, but no. 
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Q. The answer is no you’re saying. 

A. Other than the standard set of 
representations which is made to anyone 
getting into Scientology in the books, and the 
standard representations which are made about 
the sea organization. I was not present. I 
do not know what exactly was said to them. I 
know basically what books were available at 
that time and what the representations, 
certainly, about L. Ron Hubbard, about 
Scientology were at that time. 

Q. Well, you know what books were 
available, but you do not know what books were 
given to or read by Tonja Burden in 1973; is 
that correct? 

A. Cor rect . 

Q. And you also do not know what verbal 
representations were made to her in 1973; 
correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you don't know whether any 
representations were made which would 
contradict anything in the books in 1973, do 
yo u ? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. And you don't know what Tonja Burden 
was promised as the benefit she would obtain 
if she signed a Scientology contract, do you? 

A. Well, again, only whatever was in the 
books at that time. So — I've answered your 
question, I think, completely. 

Q. Well, what I'm trying to get at is, do 
you have -- you have no knowledge as to, for 
example, what hours Tonja Burden, in 
particular, was promised if she signed a 
Scientology contract; isn't that true? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you have no knowledge as to what 

Tonja Burden was promised about the conditions 
she would work in if she signed a contract; is 
that correct? 

A. I was not present during this promise, 
whatever it was. 

Q. /^.nd you have no knowledge as to what 

pay Tonja Burden was promised if she signed a 
Scientology contract; isn't that true? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you also have no knowledge as to 
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what Tonja Burden was promised regarding 
services, food, medical care, et cetera, if 
she signed a correct; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And isn't it true you have no 
knowledge as to whether or what Tonja Burden 
was told about L. Ron Hubbard's background? 

A. Again, aside from whatever the 
representations were which were standard which 
were in Scientology publications at that date, 
no . 

Q. And — but as to those publications, 
you don't know whether any of them were ever 
given to Tonja Burden or whether she read them, 
if they were? 

A. Again, all of them were available to 
the public, representations were made, but I 
have no idea what she read or what was given 
to her . 

Q. All right. And do you know if Tonja 
Burden ever was told or read or received a 
representation that auditing would improve her 
IQ? 

A. Again, it's a standard representation 
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that was in books, in Hubbard's own 
handwriting, but I do not know — same answer. 

Q. In these questions I'm just trying to 
get at what you know of what happened to Tonja 
Burden in particular. 

A. Well, I think that then I can give a 
blanket, you don't have to ask the questions. 

I think I've answered. I was not present, I 
do not know what was said to her. I know the 
standard representations, and I think that you 
can just, you know, get on with the next line 
of questioning, because I think I've answered 
it c omp 1 e t e1y. 

Q. Well, in other words, to try to place 
this statement clearly on the record, you're 
saying that you have no knowledge of any 
representations that were made to Tonja Burden 
in particular, or whether she read any of the 
books that make representations with 
Scientology. Is that a fair statement? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And you also know of no representa¬ 
tions that were made to Tonja Burden about the 
Apollo; isn't that correct? 
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A. Other than standard representations 
which were made to everyone, I don't know -- 

Q. But you don't know if they were made 
to everyone. You don't know in particular if 
they were made to Tonja Burden. 

A. Well, there were certainly 
representations made about the sea 
organization, about L. Ron Hubbard, about 
Scientology. Other than that, I think I've 
answered it completely. I was not present, I 
did not know Tonja Burden at that time. I 
don't know who made the representations. 

Q. As far as you know, Tonja Burden may 
have received no representations and read no 
books, as far as you know from your firsthand 
knowledge; isn't that fair to say? 

A. No. I think that's ludicrous to even 
conceive of. 

Q. All right. But the fact is, although 
you know what standard representations in 
books were, you have no idea whether they were 
made or read by Tonja as a blanket matter. 

A. I do not know what she read, I do not 
know what was said to her. 
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Q. Do you know if she had any eyesight 
problems? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know of any representation -- 
were you a witness to any representation made 
to Tonja about the confidentiality of auditing? 

A. Again, I, you know — 

Q. I'm just asking about Tonja Burden and 
your knowledge of specific representations 
made to her. 

A. I think I've answered that in a 
blanket way. I don't know what representa¬ 
tions, aside from the representations within 
the body of Hubbardian scientologica1 
literature, and those standard representations 
made by recruiters who would recruit people 
into the organization. I, you know -- I don't 
think we need to go down every one. I was not 
present, I don't know, et cetera. 

Q. By Hubbardian, are you referring to 
L. Ron Hubbard? 

A. Yes. Mary Sue Hubbardian as well. 

Q. Do you -- as far as you know, did 
Tonja Burden join the Church of Scientology in 
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order to heal her -- heal any wounds or 
injuries? 

A. I was not present. I did not know 
Tonja Burden at the time. I did not know who 
recruited her. I do not know personally what 
representations were made. I know what 
standard representations were made. I know 
what was available in the standard Scientology 
publications at the time. Aside from that, I 
have to answer, as I've been answering in the 
negat ive . 

Q. The only thing, when you say you know 
what standard representations were made, for 
the record I have to then follow up and say 
you know what standard representations are, 
but you have no knowledge whether these 
standard representations were made to Tonja 
3urden or not. 

A. Those standard representations were 
available to the public, and they certainly 
were available to Tonja. They certainly were 
standard things which the organization pushed 
as representations. There was the policy to 
promise virtually anything, bodies in the shop 
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on any protect- -- 

MR. BLUMENS ON: I'm going to 

move to strike that last answer. 

A. That's what I'm telling you about. 

Q. When you say you knew of standard 
representations, you're also saying, isn't it 
true, that you don't know if these available 
standard representations were ever made to or 
read by Tonja Burden. 

A. At this point, you know, we're moving 

over into an area which is clearly harassment. 

I think I've answered it so completely — 

MR. TABB: I would agree. 

A. There is no -- 

MR. TABB: Your record is 

made, Mr. Blumenson. Mr. Armstrong has 
answered this question six times sideways. 

Q. All I'm asking is an agreement of my — 

MR. TABB: The record stands. 

We're not going to say anything more. 

A. At this point it becomes bizarre. 

MR. TABB: We'r e going to 

move on. 

Q. Was there a representation, a standard 
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representation made or programmed to make a 
standard representation concerning the law- 
abiding nature of Scientology? Was that part 
of the packet of standard representations? 

A. Are you referring to a particular 
policy? 

Q. Well, you say there were representa¬ 
tions that people would make as a standard 
matter; correct? And one of these 
representations, for example, would be that it 
would improve IQ. 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, that program did not include 
prose1yt i zers going on the street and saying 
Scientology is a law-abiding organization as 
an affirmative representation, did it? 

A. I think that -- I can't tell you. 

That was certainly the PR line. 

Q. Sure, but in terms of the 
representations people were supposed to make, 
it never came up, did it, that they were 
supposed to say to passersby on the street 
that "Join our law-abiding organization," did 
it? 
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A. Well 

Q. Is the answer to that yes or no? Am I 
correct? 


A. 

Q. 

try to 

A. 

Q. 


The question makes no sense. 

Were you a proselytizer, or did you 
route people into the Church? 

Yeah . 

And did you tell people that it 


improved IQ? 

A. I don't know if that ever came up in 


my routing. 


Q. Did you — 

A. Yeah, that was -- yeah -- 
Q. Sometimes it came up and sometimes it 
did n ' t ? 


A. I used to give lectures, and those 
lectures included all of these representations. 

Q. All right. And one representation 
that you gave in a lecture was it would 
increase IQ; correct? 

A. Yeah. The standard things, sure. 

Q. That's what I'm getting at. And one 
representation -- 

A. IQ, ability, looks, the gamut. 
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Whatever was the -- whatever you zeroed in on, 
the person wanted handled, you told them it 
could handle it. That was the policy. 

Q. When you were giving a lecture, you 
didn't zero in on a particular person because 
you were talking to several people at once, 
rig h t ? 

A. No. It would be an individual if that 
was what it was. 

Q. All right. And you remember that one 
of the representations you would sometimes 
make in some cases but not others was that it 
would improve IQ; isn't that correct? 

A. Yeah. That was a standard 
representation. 

Q. But sometimes you wouldn't make it 
depending on whether the person was interested 
in that or not . 

A. Oh, no. Who isn't interested in that? 
Come on. It claimed to be the only science 
which could do it. It claimed to deliver one 
point of IQ per hour of auditing. 

Q. All right. But did you — 

A. Eyesight same thing, people throw away 
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the ir g lasses . 

Q . Did you represent to everyone that 
Scientology would cure their eyesight problems? 

A. Well, if eyesight was something. But 
yeah, we absolutely -- 

Q. What do you mean by that? 

A. Colds, ends colds, no psychosomatic 
illness, arthritis, eyesight, absolutely. 

Q. But if it was something that concerned 
the person, you would say it. 

A. Absolutely. "You got glasses? Hey, 
you'll be throwing your glasses away." 

Q. If somebody had poor eyesight -- 

A. Hubbard says that you'll be spending 
all your money and getting new glasses because 
your eyesight will be changing so fast. 

That's his representation. 

Q. All I'm trying to get at is, isn't it 
true that if you were talking to someone with 
good eyesight, you wouldn't necessarily make 
that representation about eyesight. 

A. Well 

Q. Is that true or false? 

A. It's false. 
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Q. So in every case, when you were 
proselytizing or giving lectures, you'd say it 
will improve your eyesight. 

A. When I got into what can Scientology 
do, absolutely. I mean -- 

Q. And in every -- 

A. -- I mean, what else claimed to be 
able to cure -- or to correct eyesight? 

Q. That's not my question. My question 

is -- 

A. Well, it was a significant thing. It 
is a significant thing to people. Eyesight, 
immortality, IQ, ability, communication, keep 
your family together, all those 
representations. 

Q. Okay. Are there any other standard -- 

A. No — colds. 

Q. -- any other standard representations? 

A. There is a ton of them. 

Q. Go ahead. You did this many times. 


r ig h t ? 

A. Well, you know, you're talking about 


1971 . 

Q. We11, nevertheless, you've given me a 
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list of the standard representations you would 
give. 

A. At least those. 

Q. Can you think of any others? 

A. There are others. 

Q. All right. But one of the ones you 
were not trained to do, was to go out and 
proselytize and say, "Come to us because we're 
a law-abiding organization." Isn't that fair 
to say? That wasn't one of the 
representations you'd tell a stranger on the 
street, was it? 

A. If anyone asked, "Are you a 

law-abiding organization?" "Absolutely. Our 
rule is, first of all maintain friendly 
relations with the environment, secondly obey 
the laws of the country." 

Q. And there was such a policy in 

Scientology, was there not? 

A. Yeah. It was one of the 

representations. 

Q. But you didn't make that 
representation unless somebody asked you, "Are 
you a law-abiding organization?" Isn't that 
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so ? Is 

that true? 

A. 

I never made the representation unless 

someone 

asked. 

Q. 

All right. And -- 

A. 

But I can't tell you what a billion 


other recruiters did at other times. We've 
already established that. I was not there. I 
don't know. 

Q. All right. And when you made these 
representations about the things you listed 
including eyesight, IQ and so on, you believed 
what you are saying to the person you were 


talking 

to at that time, did you not? 

A. 

It was not a question of belief. 

Q. 

Did you think you were telling a lie? 

A. 

You know, we had promises. This is 


scientifically, demonstrably true. It's been 
scientifically proven -- 

Q. I’m just asking for your state of mind 
when you made it. Did you think you were 
lying to someone when you said, "It will 


improve 

your ability"? 

A . 

No. I bought the package. 

Q. 

And that's true generally of the 
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people who proselytied, isn't it? 

A. Yeah. I think like myself they were 
all defrauded. 

Q. So when they made these 
representations, they weren't intending to 
harm or defraud people, were they? 

A. Now, that's not always the case. 

That's not always the case. 

MR. TABS: That's also a 

legal question. Mr. Armstrong's not a lawyer. 

Q. They were not knowingly attempting to 
deceive people when they said, "Scientology 
approves your ability," were they? 

A. Oh, absolutely they were. L. Ron 
Hubbard lied, Mary Sue Hubbard lied. 

Q. I'm talking about the proselytizer . 

A. You don't think he was a proselytizer? 
You don't think he was bringing people in? 

You don't think he was publishing these things? 
You don't think she was? Bullshit. They were 
the joint proselytizers, and he lied. 

Q. What evidence do you have that L. Ron 
Hubbard thought that Scientology does not 
improve ability? Any? 
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A. Absolutely. It's evidenced throughout 
his documents. 

Q. All right. Can you name a document 
that shows that he believes that auditing does 
not work? 

A. When he says that he has the right to 
lie to anyone. 

Q. I'm asking for a document that says -- 
that shov/s that he believed auditing did not 


work. 


A . 

Don't know. 

Q. 

I'm asking for a document that shows 


that he believed that Scientology does not 


improve 

eyesight . 

A. 

I think his approach to litigation is 

true on 

that fact. 

Q . 

So that's the best evidence you can 

show us 

that L. Ron Hubbard did not believe 


that Scientology works. 

A. Oh, L. Ron Hubbard lied off virtually 
every other -- 


Q. 

That's not my question. 


MR. BLUMENSON: And I move 


to strike as non-responsive of the 
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MR. HERTZBERG: I would 

suggest you talk to your client about 
answering the questions that are pending. For 
the last 40 minutes since we came back from 
lunch we've had a series of speaches that are 
extremely non-responsive. 

MR. TABB: I think most of 

the answers have been very responsive, and I'm 
not going to accept that. If you don't like 
the man's answer, you can leave the deposition. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let's just 

keep going, because I think we're going to 
both make our best efforts to be communicative. 

Q. I'm simply asking if you have any 
other evidence that L. Ron Hubbard did not 
believe Scientology works. And all you're 
saying is that you believe the Scientology 
litigation strategy proves that; correct? 

A. There is that. I think his comments, 
his disdain for scientologists evidenced in 
his letters to Mary Sue Hubbard. 

Q. Can you give me one quote from L. Ron 
Hubbard or one document by its identity that 
shows L. Ron Hubbard did not believe 
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Scientology works? Let's be as specific as 
possible. 

A. Right now I can't think of any. 

Q. Okay. And did Scientology — strike 
that. Do you know — do you have any personal 
knowledge as to whether Scientology — strike 
that. You didn't know what Tonja Burden's IQ 
or intelligence was before she entered 
Scientology, did you? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to 
whether Scientology had an effect in 
particular on Tonja Burden's intelligence? 

A. Lower ed it. 

Q. And how do you know that pertaining to 
To nja Burden? 

A. Because of the attacks which occurred 
on Tonja Burden thereafter. 

Q. And are you surmising that because 
there was what you call attacks on Tonja 
Burden, that that would reduce her IQ? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. And you're saying this — do you have 
any idea what her general IQ level was before 
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she entered Scientology? 

A. No . 

Q. And do you have any idea what her 
general IQ level is now? 

A. No . 

Q. And do you have any idea whether her 
general IQ level is above or below normal or 
normal? 

A. I don’t know. 

Q. And do you have any firsthand 
knowledge of any attacks on Tonja Burden? 

A. What I've seen in the press. 

Q. And v/hat attacks do you have — that's 
the totality of your knowledge of attacks on 
Tonja Burden, what you've seen in the press? 

A. Firsthand knowledge? 

Q. Of any knowledge. 

A. You want any knowledge now. 

MR. TABB: Your question 

first was firsthand knowledge. 

Q. Was your only firsthand knowledge what 
you saw in the press? 

A. What I know right now. 

Q. And do you have — 
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A. I can tell you about my own affidavit. 

I can tell you that for -- 

Q. I'm not asking about your affidavit. 

I'm asking you if you have any firsthand 
knowledge of attacks on Tonja Burden — 

A. I answered that. 

Q. And your answer is only from the press. 
A. Correct. 

Q. And did Michael Flynn tell you about 
attacks on Tonja Burden? 

MR. TABB: That's privileged 

information. 


MR. BLUMENSON: You're 


asserting a privilege there? 


MR. TABB: Yes. 

MR. HERTZBERG: What 


privilege are you -- 

MR. BLUMENSON: On whose 

behalf? On Gerry Armstrong's behalf or -- 

MR. TABB: On Gerry 

Armstrong's behalf in regards to what Mike 
Flynn tells him on Scientology litigation is 
privileged information. 

Q. Now, when you say what you saw in the 
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press, tell us all of the attacks 
aware of from the only source, as 
it, which is what you read in the 

MR. HERTZBERG: 

interrupt. What privilege specif 


that you're 
I understand 
press . 

I'm sorry to 
ically is 


that? 


MR. TABB: There is 

information that some of these cases are 
linked, that some of the cases -- some of the 
evidence involved in one case affects another 
case. And, therefore, what Mr. Flynn's 
discussions with Mr. Armstrong about what 
evidence he might use in his case or what 
evidence might be relevant in Tonja Burden's 
case. 


privilege? 


MR. HERTZBERG: What 


MR. TABB: The attorney- 


client privilege. 


MR. HERTZBERG: And the 


attorney-client privilege -- 

MR. TABB: As to Mr. 


Armstrong. 


MR. HERTZBERG: In which 
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case? 

MR. TABB: In Mr. Armstrong's 

own case in discussions Mr. Armstrong had. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Are you sure 

you're going to instruct him not to answer the 
question based on that privilege? 

MR. TABB: That's the 

privilege I'm going to assert. 

Q. Now, Tonja Burden didn't tell you of 
any attacks that she suffered; isn't that 
correct? 

A. I haven't discussed that with Tonja. 

Q. So the answer is yes. 

A. That she didn't tell me? 

Q. That's right. 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you don't know what her emotional 
state was when she joined the Church, do you? 

A. She was a little girl. 

Q. All right. But you don't know what 
the initial state of that little girl was. 

A. I never saw her before then. 

Q. And you do not know whether her 
emotional health improved or declined as a 
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result of her involvement in the Church of 
Scientology, do you? 

A. Declined . 

Q. And you're saying that without knowing 
what it was before she joined; correct? 

A. Watched the transition of it. 

(Whereupon Mr. Geller 


entered the room.) 

Q. And would you describe her as an 
emotionally healthy girl when you saw her for 
the first time? 

A. Can't say for sure. 

Q. You don't know what her emotional 
health was when you first knew her? 

A. You know, she was a little girl. She 


wa s 

— 

she cried, she 

was, you 

know - 

- you've 

got 

to 

und e r s t and . I 

saw her 

in the 

guts of 

the 

sea 

org . 





Q. 

Nov/, you first 

saw her 

on the 

Apo1lo ; 

i s 

that 

cor r ec t ? 





A. 

Correct. 





Q. 

And would you 

describe 

her at 

that 


time as having anything — or as there being 
any unusual aspect to her emotional health or 
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mental health? 

A. I think she was a usual little girl. 

Q. All right. Do you have any knowledge 

of whether Tonj a Burden was told anything 
about the Castle Homes School? 

A. Don' t know. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to what 
her actual pay was while she was on the Apollo 
or otherwise in Scientology? 

A. Never saw her pay. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to 

whether she was — strike that. You have no 

knowledge as to exactly what the educational 
courses she received in Scientology were. 

Have we established that? 

A. I was never present during her 

"education," in quotes, in Scientology. 

Q. So the answer is yes; is that correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And you have no knowledge whether she 

had any wounds or injuries; is that correct? 

MR. TABB: Are you talking 

about when she joined Scientology? 

Q. When she was in Scientology, 
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throughout that time — strike that. You 
never saw any wounds or injuries while she was 
in Scientology; correct? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. And you have no knowledge as to 
whether Scientology failed to improve her 
physical health or not, do you? 

A. Undoubtedly it did, but I have no 
knowledge — no personal knowledge. 

Q. And when you say undoubtedly you did, 
that's because you have an opinion that 
Scientology not only doesn't help anyone but 
destroys everyone? isn't that correct? 

A. That's not necessarily true. 

Q. Do you know people who Scientology did 
not destroy? 

A. Certainly people who did not get into 
it did not become involved. 

Q. So is it your opinion that everybody 
who joins Scientology gets destroyed by it? 

A. That's not an equation. 

Q. Well, is that an accurate or an 
inaccurate statement, regardless of the math? 

A. No. It's a whole different thing from 
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when a John Travolta, for example, pours money 
into the organization as opposed to a Gerald 
Armstrong who becomes an enemy of the 
organization. There is a whole different 
level of destruction. One thing is the 
absolute destruction of a whole life, and one 
thing is the extraction of money and time. 

Q. How much money did you put into 
Scientology, dollars? 

A. Couple thousand. 

Q. And that was over how many years? 

A. First couple of years. 

Q. And the rest of the time you didn't 
put any money in; is that correct? 

A. It took it out. 

Q. You didn't put money in; correct? 


A. I — 


Q. Is that a fair statement? 

A. I bought books. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I clothed myself. 

Q. And did you ever request a refund from 
the Church? 


A. I guess you'd call it a refund. 
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Q. Did you undergo hundreds of hours of 
auditing? 

A. About 1500. 


Q. Do you have any idea whether Tonja 
Burden underwent over 100 hours of auditing? 
A. Don't know. 


Q. Do you know what the market value, 
that is what people would pay for 100 hours of 
auditing? 

A. Up to &100,000 . 

Q. And you're saying that people pay a 
thousand dollars for an hour of auditing? 

A. As much as. 


Q . And — 

t 

A. More than. 

Q. — can you give us an example of 
somebody that paid $100,000 for money that -- 
A. Flag price list. 

Have you got a copy of this Flag price 


Q. 

list? 


A. I can produce it. 

Q. Can you do so? 

MR. TABS: You're under no 


obligation to do so. You're a witness here. 
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MR. BLUMENSON: Thanks, Mike. 

A. You have it. But in any case, yeah, 
it’s available. 

Q. So would you be able to bring it 
tomorrow to the session of this deposition? 

A. I don't think I could find it. 

Q. What's the date of that price list, 
roughly? 

A. In the '80s. 

Q. But you know that given enough time 
you could produce it. 

A. I could have you produce it given 
enough time. 

Q. Well, I'm saying do you have it 
somewhere in — accessible to you? 

A. I can't tell you right now. 

Q. When did you see this price list? 

A. In the '80s. 

Q. All right. Now, you said -- and this 
was after you left the Church? 

A. I hesitate to call it a Church, but 
after I left. 

Q. Now, you said that Scientology doesn't 
destroy people like John Travolta in the same 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 


4 4 1 


manner that it destroys somebody like you. 

A. Correct. 

Q. Do you think Scientology has destroyed 
John Travolta in any manner? 

A. In a sense, yes. 

Q. And can you tell us how it's destroyed 
John Travolta? 

A. Because they've taken his wealth and 
his influence and his position and used that 
to fund the destruction of individuals, and 
that destroys him. 

Q. Have you ever talked to John Travolta? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was that? 

A. 1975. 

Q. Did he express any complaint against 

the Church of Scientology? 

A. No . 

Q. Did he appear to be a happy individual 
to you at the time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you talked with any other 
celebrities who are in the Church of 
Scientology? 
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A. Sort of celebrities. 

Q. Could you name them, please? 

A. Milton Katzelas, somebody Herron, Stan 
Herron or — that's what comes to mind. 

Q. And did either of them express any 
complaint to you about Scientology? 

A. Nope. 

Q . Do you know what kinds of money any of 
these three people you named, Travolta, Herron 
and Costanos (sic)— is that the name? In 
any case — 

A. Katzelas. 

Q. Do you have any idea how much money 
they put into Scientology? 

A. No . 

Q. And do you have any idea — would you 
describe those three people as brainwashed, 
any of those three people as brainwashed? 

A. They were given the standard fraud 
that all the rest of us were given. 

Q. Would you describe any of them as 
brainwashed? 

A. I can't answer that. 

Q. When you say fraud, you mean that the 
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spirit 
of the 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

L. Ron 


could heal their wounds? Is that one 
examples of fraud? 

The whole gamut. 

% 

Well, is that one example of the gamut? 
It begins with the representations of 
Hubbard . 


Q. Well, I'm asking you that — is the 
representation that spirit can heal injuries, 
would you consider that a fraud? Is that what 
you're talking about when -- 

A. I think the fact that that is couched 
in a scientific context and that it's stated 
as empirical truth, demonstrably truth, that's 
fraud . 


Q. Was it ever explained to you what the 
scientific mechanism — was it ever explained 
to you what the scientific mechanism by which 
the spirit can heal the body, what that 
scientific mechanism was? 

A. The proof of it? 

Q. Yes. 

A. The proof of it was in the scientific 
method. 

Q. By which you mean that it was prove- 
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able that people using auditing did get better 
empirically? 

A. Yeah, it was done by experimentation, 
it was proved, there was case histories. 

Q. All right. 

A. And it was science. 

Q. And did they say that it could be 
proven scientifically that past lives exist as 
well? 


A. Same thing. 

Q. And when you say it was scientifically 
proven, what you're referring to is they said 
that there were any number of cases where 
people had actually made contact with their 
past lives? 

A. That was not it. It was stated -- 

Q. All right. How was — 

A. Stated as scientifically true, that it 
was the most precise of all the sciences. 

Q. And by scientific method, though, you 
mean that it was stated that the existence of 
past lives could be proven by case example. 

A. No, not that it could be proven, that 
it had been proven. 
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Q. By case examples? 

A. That it was scientifically proved. 

Q. And did they say that the -- that it 
was scientifically proveable that the spirit 
could heal the body by citing any particular 
examples of an illness which had been cured, 
in fact? 

A. There were a number of illnesses which, 
again, you know, you introduced this concept 
of the spirit, but in Dianetics, which was the 
precursor of this whole thing, there were 
cures of arthritis, bursitis, colds -- 

Q. And did Scientology — 

A. -- withered hands were rejuvenated, 

ulcers, eyesight, you know, the list goes on, 
migraine headaches. 

Q. And these — the scientific proof of 
these things being cureable was documentation 
that, in fact, particular people had cured 
their eyesight, et cetera; isn't that true? 

A. No. The scientific proof was the 
representation of L. Ron Hubbard that it was 
scientifically proved. There was never any 
names, there were never any case histories, 
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there was never any experimentation done. 

Q. Is it true that the theory was that 
eyesight could be improved, injuries to the 
body could be cured by clearing the time track 
of past lives of travail, and injury? 

A. This was not represented as a theory, 
it was — and it even preceded any concept of 
past lives. These were cureable by Dianetics. 

Q. I understand what you're saying. 

A. And Dianetics was the crude precursor 
of Scientology. 

Q. I understand what you're saying. But, 
in fact, Scientology was the successor to 
Dianetics in the early '50s; isn't that true? 

A. Yeah. It was the same thing at one 
poin t . 

Q. Well, was Scientology — when there 
was Dianetics initially, there was no 
Scientology; correct? 

A. Cor rect . 

Q. And at some point in the early '50s, 
Scientology was founded; is that correct? 

A. There was a period of time in which 
Hubbard did not own the name Dianetics. 
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Q. Is it true that in the early '50s, 
after Dianetics was established, Scientology 
came into existence? 


A. 

Correct. 

Q. 

And was one of the major disputes 

between 

people in Dianetics at the time 


Scientology was founded whether past lives 


existed 

or not? Is that true? 

A. 

That's what Hubbard would like to say. 

Q. 

Well, that's what he has said, isn't 


it? Has he said that? 


A. 

Oh, he's said it. The fact was, he 

did not 

own the name Dianetics in that period. 

Q. 

I'm asking you what the -- 

A. 

The auditing process is identical. 

Q . 

Well, isn't there one difference 

between 

Dianet ics -- 

A. 

There is no difference. 

Q. 

-- in Dianetics as it was practiced 

in 1950 

and auditing as it was practiced from 

the mid 

1950s on when Scientology was founded? 


Isn't the difference that Dianetics auditors 
were not trained to look for travail or 


emg rams 

in past lives, and that after 
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Scientology was founded, it was — or when 
Scientology was founded, it was in order to -- 
or it involved looking for emgrams in past 
lives as well as present lives? Is that true? 

A. Dianetics encompasses both. 

Q. Is my statement correct? 

A. In part. 

Q. What's inaccurate about it? 

A. That was not the reason that it was 
established. 

Q. Well, I'm not asking for the reason, I 
guess, I'm asking for the difference between 
Scientology and Dianetics -- 

A. There is no difference. 

Q. Isn't there a difference between the 
two in terms of whether auditing works by 
contacting past lives or not? 

A. In Dianetics you contact past lives. 
Dianetics is, in fact, the area in which you 
do contact past lives. Dianetics and 
Scientology are identical. It's a 
mythological differentiation which is made for 
perhaps legal purposes, perhaps to get around 
the fact that he did, in fact, represent this 
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auditing process as a science. 

Q. All right. Now, you have no direct 
knowledge as to whether — I'm sorry, strike 
that. You have no knowledge as to the nature 
of Tonja Burden's family prior to her entry 
into the Church; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you have no knowledge as to 
whether Scientology helped or hurt her 
relationship with her family, do you? Isn't 
that correct? 

A. No direct knowledge? 

Q. Right. 

(Whereupon Mr. Geller left 

the room.) 

A. Took her away from her family, had her 
lie to her family. I think those things hurt 
familial relationships. 

Q. Now, do you know whether Scientology 
took her away from her family or whether her 
family placed her in Scientology? It's a fact 
that her family placed her in Scientology, 
isn't it? 

A. No . 
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Q . It is not? 

A. Again, to reiterate, I was not there. 

I don't know what representations were made. 

But Scientology reached out. Scientology made 
representations. Scientology recruited her. 

Q. Do you know whether her parents were 
in Scientology? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. And do you know whether her parents 
brought Tonja Burden in Scientology? 

A. They may have played a part in it. 

Q. You actually don't know who approached 
whom; isn't that correct? Whether the parents 
brought Tonja Burden to see a scientologist or 
whether a scientologist went to see Tonja 
Burden, you don't know how it happened; isn't 
that correct? 

A. Tonja Burden never created Scientology, 
so the reach came from Scientology; it could 
not have worked the other way. 

Q. Do you have any reason to disbelieve 
that her parents brought her into the 
Scientology org? 

A. I don't know if they did. 
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Q. Do you have any knowledge as to 
whether Tonja Burden was shown or told about 
the fair game policy while she was in the 
Church of Scientology by name? 

A. I have no firsthand knowledge of that. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to 
whether Tonja Burden was explained the content 
of the fair game policy while she was in 
Scientology? 

A. No firsthand knowledge. 

Q. Do you have any firsthand knowledge 

that — what disclosures Tonja Burden made in 
auditing sessions? 

A. No firsthand knowledge. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge at all of 

what disclosures she made in auditing sessions? 

A. Only what I've heard from the GO 
persons who talked to me. 

Q. And what exact disclosures did they 

relate to you? 

A. I went into that — 

MR. TABB: We covered that 

yesterday. 

Q. Is it fair to say you can't remember 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 

-71'Z.QA'W 





6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3 

1 4 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

2 2 

2 3 

24 


4 52 


any particular disclosures that they told you 
about — 

A. Well, I told you the two areas in 
which -- which came up. They had statements 
about her sexual history and her drug history. 

Q. And do you know whether Tonja Burden 
made statements about her drug and sexual 
history outside of the auditing process? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Did she ever — now, you know from 
independent grounds something about her sexual 
history apart from any auditing; isn't that 
correct? 

A. Well, I certainly know from the GO 
operative who contacted me. 

Q. You know from being on the boat that 
she had involvements while she was under age, 
sexual involvements with people on the boat, 
don't you? 

A. No, I don't know that. 

Q. You didn't hear that as a rumor on the 
boat? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Did you tell me yesterday that she had 
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some sexual relationship while she was under 
age which resulted in her assignment to the 
RPF? 

A. That wasn't on the boat. 

Q. Okay. You know that later on in 
Florida she was ordered not to have some under 
age sexual relationship, and she refused that 
order, don't you? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. When you ran the RPF, you had no idea 
why she was there? 

A. You know, I may have heard — I know — 
you know, what I do know is that the other 
person involved -- I don't think she was 
assigned for that. It seems to me she came 
from the gaily or something. 

Q. Do you know why she was assigned to 
the gaily? 

A. Not specifically. 

Q. Who was the other person involved that 
you started to mention? 

A. Janice Gillam. 

Q. And what was she involved in? 

A. Well, Janice had the hots for Cooper 
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Rounds, and Cooper was schtipping Tonja, and 
there was a lot of back biting and viciousness 
amongst those girls, and -- 

Q. By viciousness do you mean any fights? 

A. Yeah, you know, getting people in 
trouble, you know, using things to have people 
assigned to the RPF. 

Q. So there was sort of a jealousy 
between these two women over Cooper Rounds. 

Is that a fair summary? 

A. I don't know if it was between the two 
women, you know? Janice put her sister on the 
RPF. Janice was a big factor in getting 
Hubbard to assign me to the RPF. 

Q. How old was Janice when you were 
assigned to the RPF? 

A. Maybe 19 -- 18, 19, 20. 

Q. And how did she become a factor in 
your assignment there? 

A. She wrote up a report which I saw at 
the time which had to do v/ith, you know, her 
perception of me and her perception of her 
sister. And it was a secret report, but it 
ended up in Terry's PC folder. And at one 
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time I was going to be Terry's auditor, and it 
had to do with just a -- you know, kind of a 
vindictive, cutting report from Janice. I 
can't remember the details right now, but I 
can if I think about it. 

Q. Do you know whether you made any kind 
of vindictive reports like that when you were 
in Scientology as a means of getting somebody 
else disciplined? 

A. You know, it was a standard to write 
rotten reports. I undoubtedly did on Tonja, 
the perception of enemies. 

Q. When you were on the boat? 

A. The whole time. You know, you 
couldn't -- everyone reported on everyone. It 
was a gestapo atmosphere. You reported on 
your wife, you reported on your friend, you 
reported on this guy — there was all secret 
reports going through the organization. 

Q. And you were the victim as well of 
some vindictive reports by some other people -• 

A. I saw reports from Hubbard on me that 
were just rotten. 

Q. But in terms of reports by people like 
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Janice, you were also the victim of -- 

A. I was certainly the victim on that 
occa sion. 

Q. And when you were sent to the RPF 
based on reports of other people on the boat, 
other staff members, did you go to the RPF 
willingly? 

A. I never went to the RPF willingly. 

Q. Did you protest your assignment to the 

RPF? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Who would you protest that to? 

A. I protested to Hubbard. 

Q. And were you ever successful in 
querying an RPF order? 

A. Communication wouldn't even be sent to 

him. 

Q. Well, you actually saw L. Ron Hubbard 
in person, didn't you — 

A. Yeah . 

Q. -- on a regular basis? Did you ever 
tell him that you felt an assignment to the 
RPF wa s unjust? 

A. You couldn't say that to Hubbard. 
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Q. Did you ever tell anyone an assignment 
to the RPF was unjust while you were still in 
Scien tolog y? 

A. The whole time. It was -- I protested 
day after day after day after day after day. 

Q. And who were some of the people you 
would protest to other than Hubbard? 

A. Norman Starsky, Maria Starsky, Charlie 
Rush. There is a whole -- Hubbard himself. A 
lot of people. I sent dispatch after dispatch. 

Q. And why those particular people? Did 
they have positions of authority over the 
issue? 

A. Well, you know, it was very difficult 
because, you know, no one really countermanded 
Hubbard's orders. So Hubbard was the one who 
assigned me on both occasions to the RPF. So 
it was very difficult, and it took me eight 
months to finally get reprieved on the second 
occasion, which was just the most bizarre injust 
event imaginable, you know, and they had a 
vested interest. 

Norman Starsky, who was the chairman 
on my comm avenue which I protested, he'd 
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already moved into my — the cabin where I was. 
So he had a vested interest in keeping me in 
the RPF. 

Q. Did you -- is it fair to say that many 
of the people who reported one day on someone 
would some other time be reported on 
themselves? 

A. Just like the gestapo. 

Q. And that people went into the RPF with 
the expectation that they would come out of 
the RPF and rejoin normal Scientology life; 
correct? 

A. That was the expectation. 

Q. And most people who went into the RPF 
did come out of the RPF and rejoin the normal 
Scientology life; isn't that true? 

A. In a sense. But the RPF was, in many 
cases, held over their head. And in many 
cases they didn't come out. And in many cases 
they were brutalized while in. 

Q. Can you tell me the name of anybody 
who didn't come out of the RPF? 

A. Trudy Broeker, Joel Goodman, Jed 
Goldberg. There is a lot. 
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Q. Are those three that you named still 
in the RPF today? 

A. No. They escaped but they never got 

out. 

Q. When you mean they — when you say 
they escaped, they went home from the RPF? 

A. Yeah. They escaped from the property. 
And other people, you know, other people were 
assigned for rock slams, and then they never 
got out until someone decided that, hey, you 
know, we got a quarter of the Flag land base 
here in the RPF. We — they never really got 
out. And it was always held over their head. 
If they screwed up later, boom, they are 
reassigned . 


MR. BLUMENSON: I move to 


strike as non-responsive to the question I’m 
asking you. 

A. Well, no, that's the way it worked. 

Q. When they escaped, these three people 
that you named, did you see any of the escapes 
take place? 


NO . 


Q. Did you see whether they had to use 
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any kind of force to escape? 

A. Yeah, they did. 

Q. And can you describe, in the Jed 

Goldberg's case, what force did he use to 
escape? 

A. He ran away . 

Q. And what force did Trudy Broeker use 
to escape? 

A. She ran away. 

Q. And what force did Joel Goodman use to 

escape? 

A. She jumped out of the fourth floor 

window and ran away. 

Q. Did she injure herself jumping out of 
four stor ies? 

A. Don't know. 

Q. And when you say ran away, you mean 

they went home . 

A. Well, they, you know, each one of 
these people is wrapped up in a black boiler 
suit. They got home by some means. 

Q. All right. Now, did you -- do you 

know of any instance in which Tonja Burden's 
auditing disclosures were turned over to 
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outside — to people outside of the Church? 

MR. TABS: Firsthand or 

secondhand or -- 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let’s start 

with any instance at all from any source. 

A. Only what I've heard. Some girl — 
someone in Las Vegas taking the auditing 
information to the — to some newspaper in Las 
Vegas, and -- they were two GO operatives. 
Where I heard it, I heard it shortly after I 
left. 


Q. All right. Do you remember who told 

you? 


A. 

Can't tell -- you 

know, 

I've 

heard it 

a half 

a dozen times, and 

I can ' 

t tell you who 

was the 

first per son or - 

- 



Q. 

Do you know what 

informat ion 

was given 

to the 

newspapers? 




A. 

All I was told or 

all I 

understand was 


information from -- culled from her auditing 
files. Maybe sexual history, something like 
that. 

Q. Do you know whether any of this was 
ever printed anywhere? 
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A. Don't know. 

Q. And did Tonja Burden ever talk to you 
about that? 

A. Mo . 

Q. And do you know of any instance in 
which Tonja Burden was blackmailed with her 
auditing file? 

A. I don't have specifics. I know that 
the holdings of auditing files is in itself 
blackmai1. 

Q. And that's the only instance of 
blackmail you know of? 

A. Other than -- yeah. That's the only 

information I have specific to Tonja Burden. 

Q. Do you have any -- strike that. 

A. What a great defense. 

THE WITNESS: You don't have 

to write that. 

Q. Showing you what's excerpts from the 
Burden complaint, first complaint in this case. 

MR. TABB: This is the 

complain that's been amended twice? 

MR. BLUMENSON: That's right. 

This is the first complaint prior to the 
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amendments. 

Q. Would you take a look at paragraph 9 
and read it, please? 

(Pause.) 

Q. Have you read paragraph 9 in the first 

Burden complaint? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And it's true that you have no 

knowledge to the truth or falsity to paragraph 
9; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And would you read paragraph 10 of 

that complaint? 

(Pause.) 

Q. Have you read it? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And it's true that you have no 

knowledge as to the truth or falsity of that 
paragraph; isn't it? 

MR. TABB: You mean by that 

that the — no knowledge about the 
representation made to Tonja Burden or -- 

MR. BLUMENSON: That's right. 

Q. You have no knowledge as to the 
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allegation in paragraph 10 that the defendants 
represented to the plaintiff Tonja Burden 
these facts about L. Ron Hubbard. 

HR. TABB: We've covered 

this left and right. All right? 

Q. Well, is it true that you have no 
knowledge of the truth or falsity on that 
paragraph? 

MR. TABB: We're going to 

stand on our answer. 

A. No, I will not answer like that. I 

will not answer . 

Q. Do you have any information as to what 
the plaintiff was represented about L. Ron 
Hubbard? 

MR. TABB: Asked and 

answered. 

Q. And isn't the answer to that that you 
don't have information? 

A. Well, again, I know what the standard 
representations were. Those are standard 
representations. I have no personal knowledge 
that that was, you know -- again, to reiterate, 
again and again, I wasn't there, I don't know 
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what she read. But if she read virtually any 
Scientology books, she got that information. 

Q .• Would you look at paragraph 16 of 
Tonja Burden's first complaint and read it, 
please? 

(Pause.) 

MR. TAB3: May the record 

reflect this paragraph also is, once again, 
another paragraph containing representations 
made to Tonja Burden, and that the record is 
replete with reference from Mr. Armstrong that 
he does not know what representations were 

made to Tonja Burden. 

Q. One question about paragraph 16. You 
have no knowledge whether that was — whether 
that paragraph is true or false; isn't that 
correct? 

MR. TABB; Again, do you 

mean paragraph -- do you mean what 
representations were made to her, or do you 
mean that — 

Q. The truth or falsity of the allegation 
in paragraph 16 as to what Tonja Burden was 
told about her conditions. 
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MR. TABB: We have been 

through this. 

A. Yeah. I think I've said it many times. 

MR. TABB: It's been asked 

and answered. 

Q. Well, this would go a lot quicker -- 

MR. TABB: It will go a lot 

quicker if you don't keep asking the same 
questions. 

MR. BLUMENSON: All I'm 

asking — this is the last question I want to 
ask about this complaint. 

Q. Isn't it a fact that you have no -- 

MR. TABB: Told a half hour 


ago. 

Q. Isn't it a fact that you have no 
knowledge as to the truth or falsity of the 
allegations in this claim? 

A. I have no knowledge that these things 
are false. I do not know if they were stated 
to her . 


THE WITNESS: You'll have to 


excuse me, a second. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Are you 
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taking a break, Gerry? Are you walking -- 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. I'll be 

right back. 

(A ten-minute recess was 

taken.) 

MR. BLUMENSON: Are we- ready 

to resume? 

Q. You -- were you ever in the cadette 

o r g ? 

A . No . 

Q. Have you ever seen the cadette org? 

A. Oh, yeah . 

Q. Where was it located in 1973 and -4? 

A. Let me think. I don't think I saw it 
in those years. 

Q. When do you remember seeing it? 

A. '75, '76 period. 

Q. And where was it located then? 

A. It was near the -- it was in Hollywood, 
and it was near — what's the name of that 
street? I can't remember the street. But in 
any case, it was in Hollywood. 

Q. About how many rooms did the cadette 
org comprise? Do you know? 
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A. Couldn't tell you. It was a multi- 
storied building, and I was just inside the 
entr ance . 

Q. And so you really can't tell us 
anything about the conditions inside the 
building . 

A. No. Certainly not during that period 
when Tonja was there, whatever that -- 

Q. Did you testify that she made a 
cleaning goof yesterday? Did you use those 
words? 

MR. TABB: You've got to 

give an answer, Gerry. 

A. I don't — I don't know if I used that 
term cleaning goof. 

Q. Do you know whether she made any kind 
of cleaning — is there a concept or language 
in Scientology that would include words like 
cleaning goof, or is that just English 
lang uag e? 

A. Yeah, I guess it's probably both, a 
flub, a screw up. 

Q. Do you know of any screw ups she made 
on the cleaning while she was on the boat? 
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A. Well, I recall -- you know, and again 
I can't tell you exactly what it is, but I 
remember her being in ethics trouble for that 
sort of thing, things which the EPF did, which 
was cleaning, and it could be cleaning rooms 
or it could be cleaning clothing, that is 
washing them, and that sort of thing. She was 
in trouble. 

Q. And does — do you recall an occasion 
in which she cleaned different colored white 
clothes and colored clothes together and got 
this confused, mixed up — 

A. No . 

Q. — and destroyed the clothes? 

A. No . 

Q. We re you ever involved in cleaning on 
the boat? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. Was that when you were in the EPF? 

A. I was never in the EPF. 

Q. Right. What did you clean? 

A. I cleaned the 'tween decks, I cleaned 
my berthing space, I cleaned the car, I 
cleaned motorcycles, I cleaned the aft well 
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deck, I clean the starboard prom deck, I 
cleaned my clothes, I cleaned my teeth, I 
cleaned my body. 

Q. In terms of the cleaning you did other 
than for your own personal hygiene and your 
own cabin, did you do that other cleaning 
willingly? 

A. You know, it's a — I never considered 
it at the time. It was things which was 
ordered . 

Q. Did you think that the cleaning 
requirements were unreasonable? 

A. No . 

Q. Kow about the technique of cleaning? 
Did you think that they were crazy demands on 
the cleanliness required on the boat? 

A. No. There were other times when it 
was really crazy, and -- but the cleaning 
which I did on the boat was not unreasonable. 

Q. And can you describe the other time or 
times you're referring to? 

A. There was a time in the RPF when 
Hubbard ordered a mission, and the mission 
consisted of David Miscavige and Susan Walker, 
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Susan Pomeroy, later Susan -- what was her 
name? She married a GO legal guy. But in any 
case, that's the woman. And they were on this 
mission and they came into the RPF and they 
had us cleaning this gigantic four-floor 
garage with tiny little brushes like this, 
scrubbing down on our hands and knees. And it 


was 

i n 

July 

or 

August, 1976, 

and we had — 

h ad 

to 

run 

and 

we all had to 

scrub so fast 

and 

i t 

wa s 

like 

complete, utter madness. 


Q. 

Do 

you 

remember any 

incident of 


unreasonable demands on cleanliness on the 
Apollo i tself? 

A. In fact, there were areas of the 
Apollo which were squalid. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Well, I 

strike that as non-respons ive. 

Q. What I'm asking for is the opposite. 

Do you remember any unreasonable — 

A. Well, there is a dichotomy, because in 
Hubbard's area -- and I was not directly 
involved at that point. I became certainly 
involved later, so I'm familiar with the 
bizarre types of actions which were taken to 
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achieve cleanliness. I was only peripherally 
observant of those on the ship. Later I 
became intimately involved, so -- 

Q. Well, I'm just asking you -- 

A. -- it was a dichotomy of on one hand 
squalor and on the other hand a fanatic 
cleanliness. 

Q. I'm asking you on the ship itself. On 
the Apollo do you recall any instance where 
you feel that there were unreasonable demands 
made for cleanliness? 

A. There were unreasonable demands made 
in terms of air cleanliness, cleanliness in 
Hubbard's spaces. Those are the two which I 
know — 

Q. What do you mean by air cleanliness? 

A. Hubbard occasionally -- I know this on 
two instances -- would smell something, and 
the person who he deemed responsible for the 
smell was assigned to the RPF. One was George 
Kelly. He was, I think, the vents engineer, 
and Hubbard smelled a smell in the -- coming 
from the vents, and George Kelly went to the 
RPF. 
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And the other guy was -- he married 
one of the Tidraan girls, there was Ann Tidman, 
and there was Donna Tidman, and there was a 
third one and he married her, so you can -- 
Marshall, somebody Marshall, and he also was 
assigned to the RPF for smell of some kind. 

Q. Do you know of any instance involving 
Tonja Burden where unreasonable demands were 
made on her to clean on the boat? 

A. The only recollection I have is of 
Tonja being extremely tired and working 
extremely long hours at some point, and it all 
had to do with cleanliness of messenger's 
cabins, and cleanliness of clothes at some 
poin t. 

Q. Did you -- do you work long hours now 
for Michael Flynn? 

MR. TABB: We're not going 

to go into that. 

MR. 3LUMENS0N: You're not 

going to answer whether you work long hours? 

MR. TABB: It's not relevant 

to this case. 

MR. BLUMENSON: What's the 
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basis of your refusal? 

MR. TABB: My basis of the 

refusal, it's not relevant what Gerry 
Armstrong's working conditions are. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I think it's 

calculated to lead to the discovery of 
relevant evidence. 

Q. What is your definition of long hours? 

A. Well, on the ship, which was certainly 
long hours, it would be existing on three to 
four hours sleep maximum a night over months. 

Q. Do you know anyone on that ship who 
remained on the ship even though they didn't 
want to be there? 

A. Bob Thom a s . 

Q. And how long after he decided he 
didn't want to be there did he remain? 

A. I can't tell you, but we certainly -- 
oh, there is another guy, a mission holder. 

Q. Can you answer that question first? 

A. I can’t tell you length of time. I 
know he didn't want to be there. I know we 
physically brought him back. 

Q. And did he leave shortly thereafter? 
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A. After some time. 

Q . But you don't know how long. 

A. Probably a month, two months. There 
was a mission holder, a Carl Barney. Same 
thing with Carl Barney, didn't want to be 
there. There was a girl with an Italian name, 
same thing with her. Ron Strauss, Ron Strauss 
was another guy who wanted to leave and was 
locked up. 

Q. All right. Nov;, are there any other 
people on the ship who didn't want to be there, 
to your knowledge? 

A. I can't answer for everyone. You know, 
it was impossible to tell because no one could 
communicate. It was a high crime. It was a 
suppressive act to communicate that you wanted 
to leave . 

HR. BLUMENSON: Just one 

second . 

MR. HERTZBERG: We'd like to 

take a minute outside the room to talk. 

(A one-minute recess was 

taken.) 

Q. You just named, before we broke, four 
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people that you believe didn't want to be on 
the ship, Bob Thomas, Carl Barney, Ron Strauss, 
and who was the fourth one, please? 

A. Well, I remember her, she had an 
Italian name and I can't think of it right now. 

Q. Okay. And other than those names, 
those people, you can't recall anybody else 
who you know didn't want to be on the ship who 
was on it; isn't that true? 

A. Oh, I can remember other instances. 
There were people who escaped. 

Q. Well, I'm asking you of people who 
were on the ship. Are there any other names 
than those four that you can remember who 
didn't want to be on it who were on it? 

A. John Batson, he escaped. 

Q. Any others? 

A. There were a number of escapees 
throughout the time that I was on the ship. I 

can't think at this time of other names, but 
there definitely were people who obviously 
didn't want to be on there, some of whom 
escaped. 

Q. And by escaped you mean they ran away. 
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A. Yeah, it was an escape. You had to -- 
you know, you couldn't get down the gangway, 
you had to jump over the side of the ship. 

Q. Well, you also could go on shore, 
right, during your shore leave; isn't that 
true? 

A. Well, not — 

Q. Could you go on shore during the shore 
leave? 

A. None of these people were in a 
position to have shore leave. Because if you 
wanted to leave, you couldn't have shore leave. 

Q. Now, when you were on the ship, you 
wanted to be on the ship; isn't that true? 

A. Well 

Q. in all honesty? 

A. It's real hard to say, you know. I -- 

Q. Isn't it a fact that you were on — 
when you were on the ship, you were on it 
because you had sought to be on it and you 
were happy to be on it at that time. 

A. Well, I had not sought to be on it. I 
was sent there from Los Angeles. 

Q. When you were on the ship, did you 
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ever seek to leave the ship on a permanent 
basis? 

A. No . 

Q. And when you were on the ship, were 
you happy to be on the ship by and large? 

A. I was not happy throughout that whole 
period. 

Q. Is the reason that you didn't seek to 
leave the ship because you had no other place 
you preferred to be? 

A. No, it wasn't that. 

Q. Where did you prefer to be, if 
anywhere? 

A. Well, I think there was a lot of 
preferable spots, but I was -- 

Q. At the time did you have any in mind? 

A. — I considered myself pretty 

dedicated. And at the same time I think I was 
pretty controlled, mentally held there, and no 
doubt. You couldn't -- 

Q. You were dedicated in your own mind? 

A. You couldn't even contemplate being 
somewhere else, it was a crime. 

Q. You were there — you were dedicated 
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in your own mind to helping Scientology at 
that time; correct? 

A. I think so. 

Q. And Tonja Burden, as far as you know, 
was there with the same dedication while she 
was on the ship; isn't that true? 

A. Yeah, you know, with the proviso that 

you didn't have a choice. 

Q. Those people who left who were 
dissatisfied exercised their choice to leave; 
isn't that true? 

A. They did. They were — somehow. 

Q. How did they leave the ships? 

A. Exactly the same way Tonja finally was 
able to exercise that choice, exactly the same 
way that I was finally able to realize that 
God, I just -- I've been held here, I've been 
programmed, and I've been lied to. I've been 
cheated. And the whole thing started to come 
unraveled. But during that time that you're 
there, you dare not even contemplate leaving. 
It is a mind -- 

Q. It did not enter your mind -- 

A. It is a mind control exercise which 
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you cannot comprehend, and that's the reality 
of this thing. It is -- you're held there by 
various forms of deprivation, sensory, contact 
with the outside world, internal lies, threats 
of imminent destruction. All those things add 
up to what holds you in place even though the 
conditions are so abhorrent and so rotten, and 
you're just being used. It's absolute slavery, 
complete slavery. 

This guy was making millions, millions 
of dollars, and lying to us about making 
nothing. We were held there by his lies, a 
web of lies. But not only lies, but extreme 
force, and the vindictiveness of this man, 
which is beyond imagination. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-respons ive . 

A. I think it's a clear answer — 

MR. HERTZBERG: There is no 

question pending -- 

A. Yeah, I did answer the question. 

Q. You're testifying that while you were 
on the boat, it didn't enter your mind that 
you wanted to leave; is that correct? 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 



8 

9 

1 0 

11 

1 2 

13 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 


4 81 


A. 

If -- 

Q. 

Is that true? 

A . 

If it entered my mind — 

Q. 

Not if it entered your mind. I'm 

saying 

isn't it a fact that it didn't enter 


your mind based on your previous answer. 

A. If it entered the mind, you 
immediately had to squelch that thought and 
look within yourself for your own crimes. 


That's 

the trip that is laid on you because 

it's a 

high crime to consider leaving. 

Q. 

I just asked you a question I'd just 


appreciate a simple answer. When you were on 
the ship, isn't it a fact that it never 
occurred to you to leave? 


A. 

If it occur red — 

Q. 

I asked did it occur, not if. I don't 


want it answered if it occurred, I want your 
best answer of whether while you were on the 
ship there was a time when you decided you 
wanted to leave the ship. 

A. There was no time when I made that 
decision I'm going to leave. There was no 


time. 
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Q. All right. Now let me -- 

A. But the contempation of it immediately 
brought in the next step in the contemplation 
which is, it's a suppressive act, and 
therefore, I personally have all these crimes 
myself, and it's a mind control trip. 

Q. While you were on the ship, people 
left the ship; isn't that correct, for good? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that number over 100, do you think, 
during the time you were on the Apollo? 

A. Yeah — I can't say it was over 100, 
but, you know, it was a substantial number. 

They left in a number of forms. They escaped, 
or they were off-loaded. 

Q. All right. Now, how big was the ship's 
crew, all the staff? 

A. It averaged around 400. 

Q. Do you recall telling the person that 
debriefed you about the Tonja Burden case that 
you had never seen somebody chained to a 
boiler room? 

A. Yeah. I don't think I ever saw anyone 
chained. 
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Q. Okay. Did you — did Tonja — strike 
that. Did -- when Tonja left the RPF in 
November '77, do you recall that incident? 

A. No. 

Q. Were you in the RPF then? 

A. Yeah. What's the date? 

Q. November '77. I don't have the 
specific date. 

A. I don't — tell me what it's about. 

Q. Well, this is when Tonja Burden left 
the RPF and went to Las Vegas to her family. 

A. The first time, second time? 

Q. The time just before you arrived in 
Las Vegas and brought her to LA. 

A. She left in December '77. 

Q. All right. In December 1977 were you 
there when she left? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you discuss her leaving with her 
when you either were in the car going to LA or 
when you were talking to her in Las Vegas? 


A. Boy, if 

I 

did, I don't -- I 

knew 

something 

about 

it 

. Ch, someth i ng 

— I knew 

something 

about 

i t 

, either from her 

or f r om 
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talking to the CMO -- CW people on the phone 
about the incident, but I knew something at 
the time. 

Q. You didn't see the incident yourself? 

A. No. I was in Los Angeles. 

Q. And what did you know about her 
leav ing the RPF? 

A. I knew something about her getting or 
involving her uncle or somebody to come there 
to give her a — either the person provided 
the means to get out of the RPF -- something 
involving a relative. 

Q. Did you hear that her uncle showed up 
and asked for Tonja Burden and that they left 
the RPF? 

A. I don't recall what I heard, but I do 
recall something about her use of a family 
person to make the escape. 

Q. Do you know of any instance where a 
parent went to the Church to seek -- to see a 
minor and was refused permission to see or 
take away the minor? 

A. Well, I think George Meister may be a 
case in point, but that was a dead minor, so -- 
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Q. Do you know — well, let's start with 
live minors, and then we'll go to dead minors. 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. All right. There was no policy to 
prohibit a parent from taking away their child 
from the Church of Scientology, was there? 

A. Well, there was a policy to prevent 
anyone from leaving. 

Q. All I'm saying is, if a parent showed 
up in the Church and said, "I want to see my 
son or daughter," you know of no instances 
where that was not permitted? 

A. I don't know of any parent showing up 
to do that. 

Q. Didn't you just say -- 

A. George Meister? 

Q. Strike that, strike that. You don't 

know of any parent ever contacting the Church 

of Scientology to talk to their minor — 

A. To take away their -- 

Q. No, to talk to their child. 

A. Well, a parent contacting the 
organization to talk to their child? 

Q. Uh-huh (affirmative response). 
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A. Regardless of the child's age. 

Q. Uh-huh (affirmative response), let's 
start with that. 

A. My parents did. 

Q. All right. And when your parents 
contacted the organization, did they talk to 
you? 

A. No. 

Q. And where were you at the time? 

A. Caribbean. 

Q. And how did they contact the 
org an i zation? 

A. I don't know, but the GO in Vancouver 
I think they called the Vancouver organization 
to try and get in touch with me. That was 
what they did. They called Vancouver org to 
get in touch with me. 

Q. And what did the Vancouver org tell 
them, do you know? 

A. They didn't know how to contact me. 

Q. And if -- did you ever tell your 
parents how to contact you in the Caribbean? 

A. We were in a secret base. No one knew 
where we were. You know, we used — we were 
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writing letters via Copenhagen. 

Q. Did you make any efforts to contact 
your parents when you were on the boat? 

A. Yeah. I wrote to them. 

Q. And did you receive mail from them? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And did you receive the mail unopened? 

A. As far as I know -- not in the RPF, 
that was a whole different thing. But mail 
was definitely opened going out, and I don't -- 
I think that coming to the ship mail was 
certainly, at my level in the organization, as 
far as I recall, was not opened. Mail in the 
RPF — 

Q. Did you open mail coming out? 

A. What? 

Q. When mail went out did you open any of 
the mail going out of the ship? 

A. I did it in the RPF. 

Q. And was the -- 

A. That was the job of the master at arms. 
The master at arms read all the mail that went 
off the ship, so -- 

Q. And were you told this while you were 
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on the ship? 

A. I think once you arrived you soon 
learned that that's the way it was, you knew, 
all mail out. You could not use the postal 
system in the local -- in the country in which 
you were. All mail had to go via the MAA, and 
it was all opened. 

Q. Is it fair to say that when your 
parents called the Vancouver Church to try to 
contact you, Vancouver Church was unable to 
give you -- to give them your location because 
they did not know it? 

A. It's hard to say. 

Q. They didn't know your location, did 
they? 

A. I can't tell. You know, there is a 
major guardian's office up there. 

Q. You have no knowledge that they knew 
where you were when your parents contacted the 
Vancouver Church; isn't that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, do you have any instance in which 
a parent went to a Church of Scientology where 
their child was and asked to see the child and 
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was denied permission? 

A. No firsthand knowledge. 

Q. Do you have secondhand knowledge of 
such an instance? 

A. Well, like I say, there certainly was 
in my instance. 

Q. Was intentionally denied the ability 
to see their child. 

A. Well, I can't tell you that. 

Q. You don't have any data on that 
section; correct -- 

A . No . 

Q. -- correct? Now let's talk about the 

dead minor that you mentioned. You say George 
Me is ter — 


A. Yeah . 


Q. -- wanted to contact the body of his 
minor; is that correct? 

A. George Meister came to the ship 
sometime early -- let me see, spring, summer 

’ 71 . 

Q. And v/as -- what's the name of his 


minor? 


A. Susan . 
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Q. 

And was 

she on 

board? 



A. 

She was 

d e a o . 

I think 

she was 

bur ied 

already 

at that 

time. 




Q- 

And did 

George 

Meister 

believe 

that 

she was 

on boa r d ? 




A. 

I don't 

know what he believed. 

He 

came to 

get her 

-- he's 

the only person 

I know 


who ever came to the ship to get a child. 

Q. Okay. And the child was not on the 

ship; correct? 

\ 

A. As far as I know; correct. 

Q. And do you have any firsthand 
knowledge as to how the child died, Susan 
Meister? 

A. No firsthand knowledge. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge at all that 
the Church of Scientology was responsible for 
killing Susan Meister? 

A. I would say that there certainly are -- 
they certainly have some responsibility in the 
matter . 

Q. Do you have -- tell me exactly what 
their responsibility is. 

A. I think she came up to suicide. 
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Q. She killed herself? 

A. (Gestures.) 

Q. Do you know whether she killed herself 
or not? 

A. That's the story. If she didn't, they 
certainly did. If she did, they certainly did. 

Q. Whether she committed suicide or was 
murdered or died a natural death, you're 
saying that the Church of Scientology is 
responsible for whatever those — whatever 
situation applies. Is that what you're 
saying? 

A. I don't think a natural death is a 
bullet in the forehead, all right? To begin 
that. 

Q. All right. Where did she — you have 
no firsthand knowledge that she did suffer a 
bullet in the forehead; right? 

A. Well, I was involved in the time I was 
down with the local authorities in Safi, and 
we were all briefed on that fact at the time. 

So I knew, within a few minutes of the 
incident, that she -- of a body being found 
and I saw the body bag going off the ship. 
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Q. Where was her body found? 

A. My recollection is it was in the -- 
oh, the -- aft of the bridge was a cabin, and 
it was in what was called the bridge cabin or 
some cabin on that level. 

Q. What year was this that it was found? 

A. 1971. 

Q. Before Tonja was on the boat. 

A. Correct. 

Q. And did you ever see the body? 

A. No. 

Q. And all your knowledge comes from what 
you've heard from other people. 

A. Yeah, reports, that sort of thing. 

Q. And was there an investigation by the 
local authorities as to the cause of death? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you cooperate with that 
invest igat ion? 

A. Well, I was not an active participant 
in that cooperation. 

Q. Did the ship -- did representatives of 
the ship cooperate with that investigation? 

A. I cannot answer. 
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Q. Do you know whether local authorities 
ever brought any charges against any 
scientologist for that action? 

A. No, they did not. 

Q. And you have no evidence that any 
scientologist was responsible for that action; 
isn't that correct? 

A. Again, other than the fact that here's 
a girl who is promised a lot of things and she 
ends up committing — she's either committed 
suicide or she was killed. And either way, 
Scientology has a -- in that it didn't make 
the able more able. They've got to accept 
some responsibility for that whole event. 

Q. In the sense that all parents and 
friends have to accept responsibility for the 
suicide of their son or daughter; is that what 
you mean ? 

A. Well, slightly different in this case, 
in that she was brought into Scientology 
obviously by some reach of the organization, 
some representations made. And whatever 
happened resulted in her death. 

Q. All right. And you don't know whether 
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she killed herself because she was 
disappointed in her life or not; isn't that 
correct? 

A. I don't know what she -- why she did 
it or if she did it. But she was killed with 
a bullet in the head. 

Q. And you don't know whether it was 
suicide or murder, whether it was accomplished 
by her own hand, by a scientologist, by a non¬ 
scientologist. You don't know any of those 
details; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you're, nevertheless, willing to 
say in this deposition that Scientology is 
responsible for her death; correct? 

A. I think that it has -- I'm not saying 
that it's totally responsible, because 
certainly someone pulled the trigger of the 
gun, whether it was her or someone else. But 
the fact that after all the promises, the end 
product was her death, I think Hubbard and the 
organization have to assume some 

responsibility. They cannot simply do as they 
do here and say, "V7ell, hey, before 
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Scientology she was screwed up and, hey, she 
left screwed up.” 

Q. Do you assume any responsibility for 
your own presence in the Church of Scientology? 

A. Oh, I think so. I think -- 

Q. And do you assume any responsibility 
for your continuing to be a member of the 
Church until you left? 

A. I think so. 

Q. And can you tell me whether you know 
anything about property that was retained of 
Tonja Burden's by the Church of Scientology, 
allegedly? 

A. No. I know it was the policy, but I 
can't tell you specifically, because I was not 
in Clearwater at the time. 

Q. What policy are you referring to? 

A. The policy that anyone who left, first 
of all, could not take with them any 
Scientology materials which they were the 
owners, purchasers of; and secondly, that it 
was made very difficult for anyone to obtain 
his personal property. If someone was in the 
RPF, the major part of their belongings, if 
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they had any belongings at all, was put into 
storage and they did not have access to that 
storage under normal circumstances. 

Q. You have no knowledge whether any 
property was retained -- 

A. No personal knowledge. I know — like 
I say, I know that it was the practice. We 
did it with many people in the RPF. When they 
asked to leave, we stripped them of any 
Scientology materials. That's if they asked 
to leave. Now, if they blew, then, of course, 
they had the extreme difficulty of ever 
getting those materials back. And it was made 
extremely difficult. 

Q. But this is all without reference to 
anything that happened to Tonj a Burden; 
correct? 

A. Well, again with Tonja, after the end 
of 1977, I was never directly thereafter able 
to view Tonja's materials or the RPF for that 
matter. 

Q. In December 1977 when Tonja was in the 
RPF, you were the head of the RPF then; 
correct? 
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A. No. I got out of the RPF on 
December 1 , '77. 

Q. All right. And on December 1, 1977 

and the preceding month, is it fair to say 
that when you describe the RPF as a prison, 
you're referring to the fact that there was a 
guard at the garage and on the third floor. 

A. Yeah, in addition to the fact — 

Q. And you're not referring to any claim 
that these places had locked doors; correct? 

A. Well, they were guarded. I don't know 
of locked doors. 

Q. All right. And -- 

A. The doors v/ere closed, she could have 
considered that they were locked, she didn't 
know. You couldn't get up and try them 
because there was a guard right there. 

Q. All right. So, in other words, in 
order to leave, you would ask a guard for 
permission. 

A. No. The guard would not give you 
permission to leave. In order to leave, you 
would have to request it and then go through 
the channels, which necessitated sec check, 
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waivers, list of crimes, that sort of thing. 

Q. Even in order to leave to go to the 
bathroom? 

A • No. 

Q. Would you have to be sec checked to go 
to the bathroom? 

A. To leave the RPF. No, to go to the 

bathroom. 

Q. If you wanted to go to the bathroom 
you could leave the RPF without being sec 
checked; isn't that true? 

A. You were still in the RPF. 

Q. But the bathroom was not physically 
located in the RPF rooms; is that correct? 

h . _That's correct. 

Q. Now, if she wanted to leave the RPF 
rooms to go to the bathroom, you just leave 
and go to the bathroom? 

A. You didn't leave the RPF to go to the 
bathroom. 

Q. You were walking -- 

A. You were in the RPF. You didn't leave 
the sea org to go to the bathroom. 

Q. Right. But you're physically not 
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located in the RPF quarters, that's all I'm 
getting at. 

A. Correct, except it was an RPF 
allocated bathroom. 

Q. All right. And there was no guard at 
the door of the bathroom; correct? 

A. Unless you were one of those people to 
whom a guard was assigned. Person in the -- 

Q. And you have no knowledge that Tonja 
Burden was one of those people? 

A. Tonja Burden would have been. She 
couldn't go anywhere without a buddy. 

Q. A buddy means somebody else assigned 
to the RPF? 

A. Assigned to her. 

Q. But also somebody who' was assigned to 
the RPF? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And if Tonja Burden wanted to — 
strike that. Did Tonja Burden describe any 
more fully to you the circumstances of her 
leaving the RPF other than to say that her 
uncle picked her up? 

A. No. I don't -- 
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Q. It's true, isn't it, that she wouldn't 
have had to steal a key to get out of there? 
Isn’t that correct? 

A. To get out of where? 

Q. The RPF. Stealing a key would be an 
ineffectual way to get out of the RPF because 
there were no locks; correct? 

A. Well, that's not — you're talking 
about — you see, Tonja Burden, I don't know 
what date she left, but it was some -- 
possibly the middle of the month of December, 
so that was sometime after I left. 

Q . Two weeks. 

A. Two weeks, okay. Now, I have no 
reason to believe that the policy had changed 
that drastically or with that difference 
between the time I left the RPF to the time 
Tonja left. However -- or except for the fact 
that within the rules and regulations and 
constraints of the sea organization and the 
RPF, I tried, you know, over the protestations 
of some awfully rough seniors, to make the RPF 
as liveable as possible for everyone within it. 
It was rotten conditions, but — 
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Q. What steps did you take in that 
d irection? 

A. Well, let me just finish my statement. 
You know, do you want your first question 
answered? 

Q. Go ahead. 

A. There was — every time anyone left 
the RPF, if anyone blew, everyone got it, see, 
because security was lacks. Then all the 
seniors -- the conditions assigned, people 
assigned to the RPF's RPF. 

If the guard — if she slipped by a 
guard or someone slipped by a guard, whoever 
was on duty, bam, they get nailed. So I don't 
doubt that the next guy who followed me, to 
resolve that, because I was always getting in 
trouble — I acted as a buffer between the 
organization which treated these people as 
second class citizens, which treated them as 
prisoners, which just kicked them around and 
no regard for human existence. And the next 
guy, it is extremely likely that he said hey, 
handle this, shut the door, end of problem. 

Q. When did you return to the RPF? Did 
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you return to the RPF after December 1st, '77? 

A. What RPF are you talking about? 

Q. In Florida. 

A. No. 

Q. At the Fort Harrison. 

A. No. 

Q. You've never seen any locked doors in 
the RPF to this date; isn't that true? Is 
that true? 

A. No, it's not true. I have seen people 
locked, Janice Gillam locked. 

Q. Locked what? 

A. I've seen people locked up. I was 
locked up. Do they lock people up? Yes. I 
was locked in a room, and that preceded Tonja. 
So I don't doubt it — 

Q. When you took over the RPF -- 

A. -- I don't doubt it at all. I don't 
doubt that to resolve the problem, the guy 
said, "Lock them up." 

Q. You have no evidence that that 
happened; right? 

A. I've already explained that I have no 
evidence except the fact that it seems 
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extremely likely, given the circumstances that 
I know. I have no firsthand information, but 
you can't -- I was not there after those two 
weeks. I know that it got really mad. They 
started adding tons of people to the RPF. It 
was already crazy. When I left there was 80 
to 100 people in this joint. 

MR. HERTZBERG: I'm going to 

object to any further questions that ask for 
speculation on this. 

A. Are you done? 

Q. No. Do you know of any instance when 
Tonja Burden was in the RPF prior to December, 
prior to your leaving, when she was in a 
wheelchair? 

A. Don't recall that. 

Q. Do you know of any instance, when 
Tonja Burden was in the RPF, of an attempted 
suicide? 

A. That she was assigned for that reason? 

Q. No, that there was an attempt at 

suicide . 

MR. TABB: Do you mean that 

Tonja Burden attempted suicide or somebody 
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else -- 

MR. BLUMENSON: No, Tonja 

Burden. 

A. Don't know of -- didn't hear of that. 
It's certainly not unlikely, but I didn't hear 
of it or don't recall it, no. 

Q. Now, you say that Ron Strauss was one 
of the people who did not want to be on the 
boat; is that correct? 

A. Right. He's one of the famous ones. 

Q. What's famous about him? 

A. Oh, there is a whole -- out of that 
came something Hubbard called expanded 
Dianetics. Hubbard — there is a series of 
bulletins written about this. Hubbard's -- 
because he -- anyone who wanted to leave was 
considered psychotic, so he was locked up. 

And then Hubbard sent him notes as the 
CS, as the case supervisor. Hubbard would 
send him notes, and there is a whole Series 
written about the Ron Strauss incident, and, 
you know, and how he finally broke him down 
and he finally realized that he wanted to stay. 
Of course Ron Strauss is now gone. That's one 
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of the famous ones. 

Q. When you say series, this is published 
documents? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Can you identify them more fully? 

A. Well, they are in the expanded 
Dianetics series. 

Q. Any more specifically than that? 

A. Well, you can find them — they go 

into this specific instance of a psychot- — 
he* s termed a psychotic and sending him a note 
to read. The content of the note, it was very 
brief, asking him some questions of some kind. 

Q. And when was Ron Strauss — what was 
the period during which he did not want to be 
on the boat? 

A. Early '70s. 

Q. Did that include -- strike that. When 
did you first meet Ron Strauss? 

A. Early '70s. 

Q. Did you first meet him on the boat? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And do you recall whether you came on 
the boat first or he came on the boat first? 
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A. 

Q. 


Boy, can't tell you. 

All right. And for how -- but he was 
on the boat prior to 1973, you think? 

A. Yeah. 


Q. And at what point did he -- 

MR. HERTZBERG: Do you want 

to take a five-minute break? 


MR. BLUMENSON: Well, why 

don't we just keep going because we're getting 
close to the end of the day. 

Q. And when did Ron Strauss complete his 
duty on the boat, to your knowledge? 

A. I think he came ashore with everyone 
else in '75 or so. 


Q. Okay. And — 

A. But where exact- — what org he went 
into, I don't know. I don't know what he was 
a part of thereafter. 

Q. In 1973 and 1974, do you know of any 
statements of his that he did not like being 
on the boat? 


A. No, I don't know that I -- no. 

Q. Did you ever hear him -- how do you 
know that he didn't want to be on the boat? 
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A. Because of this incident in which he 
was locked up and in which he wanted to leave. 
That w as the psychosis. And there is this 
bulletin, a series of them, which are devoted. 

Q. What’s the closest time you can 
specify to when he was locked up, as you put 
it? 

A. Early '70s. 

Q. Where was the ship located when it 

happened ? 

A. No, I can't tell you, you know -- 

Q. When Ron Strauss left in 1975, had you 

talked to him about whether he liked being on 
the boat or not by that time? 

A. I don't think we ever discussed it. 

You couldn't ask anybody "Do you like being 
here?" You couldn't. 

Q. Did you complain to people about 

various aspects of your assignments? Haven't 
you already testified to that? 

A. Which? 

Q. To your assignments on the boat. 

Didn't you complain to people about that? 

A. You'll have to refresh'my memory. 
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What are you referring to? 
Q. One second. 
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(Pause.) 

Q. How long was it before Ron Strauss 
left the boat that you understand he didn't 
want to be on the boat? 

A. Some years -- oh, yeah, this was the 
famous case, this was the salvaging of the 
psychotic who wanted to leave. It became a — 
because thereafter — 

Q. The salvaging occurred before 1974? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. And thereafter Ron Strauss liked being 
on the boat, from what you understand? 

A. Well, Ron Strauss is out of the — you 
know, out of the sea organization, so, you 
know, he reverted whatever — 

Q. All right. 

A. I can't -- how can I tell what's, you 
know, what's in his mind, whether or not it 
was sitting there all the time, whether or not 
Hubbard, in fact, achieved the breaking of 
that will. I mean, that was his target all 
the time. He, you know -- "All 4 nen are my 
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slaves." 

Q. Did L. Ron Hubbard ever say that? 

A. Yeah, L. Ron Hubbard said that. 

Q. And can you point to any document 
which he says, "All men are my slaves"? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What document? 

A. It's a document in Armstrong, went 

into evidence in Armstrong. 

Q. In your case? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And this is a verbatim quote? 

A. Well, yeah. 

Q. All right. Now, can you tell me when 
you said that prior to 1974, Ron Strauss was 
salvaged, and sometime after, the mid '70s at 
least or maybe later, he left the Church. But 
from '74 to some period in the '70s, he liked 
being on the boat. Is that a fair statement 
of the chronolgy? 

A. No, I can't agree to too much of that. 
You know, first of all salvaged. Who knows 
whether or not it wasn't the breaking of his 
will, if you call the breaking of his will 
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salv aging . 

Did Ron Strauss really like to be 
there? I've got to disagree with that, too. 
Did anyone really like being there? Was this 
a fun trip? No. It was in large part terror. 

Q. Do you knov; if Ron Strauss ever lied, 
of your own knowledge, about the merits of the 
boat or Scientology generally? 

A. I can't -- I don't know. 

Q. You have no reason to believe that he 
did lie to anyone about Scientology or the 
boat based on your knowledge of Ron Strauss. 

A. Huh-uh (negative response). 

Q. Is that a no? 

A. I have no data. 

Q. Did Ron Strauss ever recruit people to 
the Apollo? 

A. Not to my knowledge, but I can't say 
for sure. But not to my knowledge. 

Q. Now, when you worked for L. Ron 
Hubbard in Florida, did you ever see a 
document called operation freakout? 

A. You know, I've been asked this, and I 
can't say with — I can't say with certainty. 
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I can't — 

Q. You can't remember seeing that 
document while you were working for L. Ron 
Hubbard; isn't that correct? 

A. Correct. I cannot recall seeing the 
document. 


Q. And you can't recall seeing the 
document called operation snow white, can you, 
when you were working for Hubbard? 

A. Well, I saw a lot of snow white 
material. 


Q. When was that? 

A. During that period, a lot of snow 
white. Snow white went through us on a 
regular basis. 

Q. Did you read the documents at the time? 

A. Yeah, you know, I would have certainly 
glanced at them. I knew that they were snow 
white materials. I now -- 


Q. What year was this? 

A. ’76 — '75 , '76 . 

Q. And did you discuss those materials 
with anyone? 

A. I don't think so. 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


And d id 
Yeah, I 
Did you 
I don't 


you ever see Goldmine? 
saw lots of Goldmine materials, 
discuss that with anybody? 
think so, not at the time 


certainly. 

Q. Now, after Tonja Burden left the 
Church, you have had, I believe you testified, 
some conversations with Tonja Burden since 
she's left the Church. Correct? 

A. Right. 

Q. And including some as recently as 
within the last month or two; correct? 

A. That's the only time I've talked to 

her . 


Q. But you've had several conversations 
in the last couple of months? 

A. No, two or three at the most. 

Q. Two or three. And has she ever 
complained about any act taken against her by 
the Church of Scientology since she left the 
Church? 


MR. TABBs Before you answer 
that question, I want to find out whether that 
violates any privilege. 
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MR. BLUMENSON: Are you 

going to ask him that, Mike? 

MR. TABB: I'm going to ask 

him under what context, and if it's 
attorney-client privilege or work product, 
we'll object. If it's not, we'll — 

MR. BLUMENSON: I object to 

Mr. Tabb cloaking the attorney-client 
privilege by hiring the witnesses and paying 
them money. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Will the 

record reflect -- 


THE WITNESS: Listen, he 

wants to talk to me, you know. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Go ahead. 

We thought you were walking out because you've 
started to walk out before. That's why it's 
on the record, and that's only why it's on the 
record . 

THE WITNESS: It's on the 

record to destroy me, that's the only reason 
it's on the record. 


(A recess was taken.) 

MR. TABB: The witness will 


\ 
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answer the question. 

MR. BLUMENSON: All right. 

Could it be repeated, please? Can you read 
back that question, please? 

(The reporter read the 
record as requested.) 

A. I think she mentioned two incidents. 

Q. And what were those two incidents? 

A. One involved some guy -- my 
recollection is she said the name was Russ 
Andrews, I think it was, and Russ Andrews was 
a GO operative who was sent in to get close to 
her and compromise her in some way. He was 
sent in to — GO technique is the destruction 
of trust within an individual, and that was 
his target. 

Q. She complained about this instance and 
you say there was another instance? 

A. Right. 

Q. And what was that? 

A. Right. The other instance was a guy 
by the name of Bill Broderick, and Bill 
Broderick was given a similar task. His job 
was to get close to her and relay information 
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back to the GO. 

Q. And when did the Russ Andrews incident 
occur? 

A. After she left the organization. I 
don't have a date to mind. 

Q. And do you have a date for the Bill 
Broderick incident? 

A. Same thing, probably in the '80s. 

Q. Now, you have no knowledge of these 
instances other than what she's told you? 

A. Well, I knew something from Bill 
Broderick while in the organization, because I 
talked to him in 1981, and I knew in 1981 I 
talked to him and he had been involved in an 
operation to penetrate Mike Flynn's office. 

And he mentioned to me Tonja at the same time, 
but I didn't know -- I still don't know 
details of these things. 

Q. So you remember Bill Broderick 
mentioning Tonja Burden's name, but you don't 
remember what he said about her; is that fair 
to say? 

A. Just that I knew that he was in an 
operation to get close to her. 
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MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike. 

Q. I'm asking you in your conversation 
with Bill Broderick -- 

A. Right. 

Q. -- did he mention what he had done to 
Tonja Burden, if anything? 

A. No . 

Q. And did Tonja Burden tell you what her 
contact with Bill Brodrick was? 

A. Well, what she mentioned was that -- 
yeah, roughly. My recollection is Bill 
Broderick came to her and represented himself 
as a disaffected, disgruntled former 
scientologist, upset with the organization, 
and he was trying to get her into a 
conversation about sex and drugs, I think 
drugs. He was pumping her about drugs. 

And the cover got blown on Broderick 
when she later found him having just talked to 
her, telephoning and — I don't know if he was 
relaying that information or not, but that was 
the picture which she painted. 

Q. Did she say where she saw the 
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telephone call? 

A. Somewhere near the — or in the place 
where she was living. 

Q. And so from what Tonja Burden told you, 
the Broderick incident consisted of one 
conversation between the two of them, 

Broderick and Burden. 

A. No. This took place over a period of 
some time. We're talking months, I believe. 
This was a long operation. 

Q. How many months did Tonja Burden tell 
you she was in contact with Bill Broderick? 

A. I don't have a recollection. But it 
was over a long period of time. He had this 
cover, it was the same cover he used to try 
and get into Mike Flynn's office for the 
organization. 

MR. BLUMENS ON: Move to 

strike. 

A. Well, it was the same -- 

Q. Gerry, I'm just moving to strike. 

A. It was over a long period of time and 
the two operations coincided. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm just 
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moving to strike to make a record that I 
believe that that's non-responsive to my 
question. 

MR. TABB: Same effect that 

all objections are reserved till trial, your 
motions to strike are really obnoxious and 
gratuitous. 

MR. B LUMENS ON: 'Jell , I 

think motions to strike are motions to form. 

If you believe they don't. I'll take that into 
account . 

MR. HERTZBERG: I think that 

calling some objection made by the lawyer 
obnoxious is not going to be very productive 
to our mutual objectives here, Michael. 

Q. Nov/, Tonja told you that over a period 
of months she had some conversations -- or 
several conversations with Bill Broderick in 
which he sought information from her. Is that 
a fair statement? 

A. Well, you know, in -- and the cover. 

I don't know exactly what Bill Broderick did, 
but -- 

Q. I'm asking you just about your 
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conversation with Tonja Burden. 

A. That was basically it. There was the 
fact that he represented himself as something 
he wasn't, and he pumped her for information 
which he relayed back to the organization. 

Q. And you have no firsthand knowledge 
actually of any of this, of course. 

A. No, I've told you I didn't. 

Q. And you have — your only knowledge 
that he pumped this back to the organization, 
to use your words, was what Tonja Burden told 
you on the phone; isn't that correct? 

A. Well, yeah, she relayed as much as she 
could. She, of course, didn't know, but 
certainly certain things stood out in her mind. 

Q. And what did she tell you she had told 
Bill Broderick? 

A. Well, I've told you basically. She 
said he was pumping her about drugs and about 
sex. 

Q. And did she say that she had given him 
this information or had been guarded and not 
given the information? 

A. She never said. 
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Q. And did — was there anything between 
any other data she gave you about the Bill 
Broderick incident, other than that she’d had 
conversations with him in which he sought 
information from her? Anything else? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Now, on the Russ Andrews incident, can 
you tell us what she described her contact 
with Russ Andrews to be? 

A. Well, Russ Andrews was a similar 
situation. Russ Andrews moved into the same 
apartment complex and came around trying to be 
friendly, to do the same thing, pumping her 
about -- you know, to get information. 

Q. Did she say she gave him information? 

A. Don't know if she said that or not. 

But apparently he was ID'd by someone else who 
had known him when he v/as an operative in the 
organization, and I don't recall the name of 
who it was. But — and then, when she 
confronted him with that fact, he moved out of 
the apartment complex the same day. 

Q. And where was the apartment complex? 

A. I believe Las Vegas. 
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Q. And how long a period of time was she 
having conversations with Russ Andrews 
according to her? 

A. No data. I don't know that. 

Q. And these are the only two — strike 
that. You had a conversation with Tonja 
Burden for the purpose of discovering what 
harassment had occurred to her? 

A . No . 

Q. Did she volunteer this information to 

you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did she volunteer any other 
information about Church harassment against 
her? 

A. I don't recall if she did. 

Q. And did she — 

A. There may -- what else happened? I 
don't know. 

Q. Who called whom in this conversation? 

A. I believe I called her. 

Q. And what was your purpose in calling 

her? 

A. Boy, I can't even recall at this point. 
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Q. How long was the conversation? 

A. Oh, just a few minutes. I may have 
been getting a — I don't know if we got an 
affidavit from her or something, some reason I 
spoke to her. 

Q. When you -- 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you remember getting an affidavit 
from Tonja Burden? 

A. No. I remember getting from her her 
address for some reason. And I think that 
that was — I don't recall exactly why I 
called her at this time. 

Q. Do you remember ever working on any 
affidavit in the Burden case other than your 
own ? 

MR. TABB: We're going to 

object. That's attorney -- my objection is 
work product. 

A. I don't think it was Burden, but -- 

MR. TABB: Don't answer, 

Gerry. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Well, he's 

answered already. 
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A. 

No recollection. 

Q. 

And in this conversation or any other 


conversation with Tonja Burden, did she 
complain about her life in the Church to you? 


A. 

Boy, I don't recall. 

Q. 

Did she say what her employment was? 

A. 

Don't think I even asked. 

Q. 

Did she say whether she was married or 


not? 


A. 

Oh, yeah, I knew she was married. 

because 

she had a knew name. 

Q. 

And what's her knew name? 

A. 

Ries, R I E S. 

Q. 

And do you know what — do you know 

whether 

she has any children? 

A. 

No, she doesn't. At least she said 


she didn't. 

Q. And you talked a little bit about the 
circumstances of her life presently? 

A. I don't — you know, it was real — 
never spoke to her for a long time. I may 
have, you know, "How you doing?" That sort of 


thing. 

But I never — 

Q. 

What did she say to that question? 
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A. Oh, some spontaneous response. I 
don't -- you know, what does okay mean? Okay 
can me I'm dying. 

Q. Okay. But you didn't know what she 
meant by that. 

A. Someone will ask me, and I'll say okay, 
and I'm not going to get into the trauma that 
is going on. So I never got into it with her. 

Q. All right. And tell us the contents 
of your conversation with Tonja Burden. 

A. I think I've given you basically what 
it was. 

Q. You can't recall any other contents of 
that conversation? 

A. Well, I think I've given you a lot of 
details, you know. 

Q. Well, I just want to exhaust the 
subject. 

A. She's married, she doesn't have any 
kids, you know, how you doing? What's your 
address? I — you know. 

Q. Now, that was -- was that your first 
conversation with Tonja Burden since she left 
the Church? 
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A. No, I think -- there was another 
conversation earlier, and that was real brief. 

Q. And can you tell us what were the 
contents of that conversation? 

MR. TABB: Again, I'm going 

to have to confer with him to see if the 
matter is privileged before that's revealed, 
if you'll excuse us. 

(A one-minute recess was 

taken.) 

Q. Now, what were the contents of your -- 
of this conversation with Tonja Burden you 
just identified? 

A. I think probably two of them, but at 
least one. They concerned the motion which 
your organization brought to disqualify Mike 
Flynn in the case, and I made arrangements for 
the sending to her of an affidavit, that's why 
I needed her address, and to get her to take 
this affidavit -- I think she had to have it 
notarized, I think, and send it back. 

But that's -- that was certainly my 
first contact with her. And I think the 
second contact, and if there was a third one, 
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I don't know if she called in, or I called in 
and we just sort of chatted, and I can't — 
aside from what I've said, the contents of the 
conversation are not significant to me, 

Q, Did -- in these two -- strike that. 

Do you know how long prior to your phone call 
these incidents involving Broderick and 
Andrews had occurred, whether it was that year 
or four years ago or any time in between? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. How long before? 

A. Something like one of the latter two. 
They were not during the year that I contacted 
her. 

Q. But they were at least a year or 
several years previous. 

A. Sometime previous. 

Q . And she just volunteered these as 
examples -- or she just volunteered these as 
harassment by the Church. 

A. Yeah. You know, I can't -- 

Q. And she didn't give anymore recent 
instances than several-year-old? 

A. Now, you make me think that there 
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really are some serious things. 


Q. 

But 

she 

never 

told you of anything 

more — 





A. 

Nothing 

more 

that I recall. 

Q. 

-- 

other than these two years before 

A. 

No thing 

that 

I recall. 

Q. 

And 

you 

just 

had this conversation 

with her 

in 

the 

last 

two mon t h s. 


A. Right. 

Q. And did you discuss the words or did 
you include in your conversation, either of 
you, the words fair game? 

A. Don't recall. 

Q. And both of these instances that she 
described as Church harassment against her 
involved attempting to obtain information from 
her by misrepresenting the identity of the 
person trying to get the information. Is that 
a fair summary? 

A. Well, more than that. I mean, it's a 
GO technique to destroy -- to cut the person 
off from communication with anything, anyone. 

MR. BLUMENSONs Motion to 

strict — 
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A. That's to destroy, thus that's exactly 
what it is. You want me to say yes to that? 
Yes, plus real significant the mind control 
technique of the destruction of trust in an 
individual by getting someone close to them. 

It is -- that's the operation, and that's 
clearly what it is. So your lines of 
communication are cut off. 

Q. Did either of these operations involve 
acts that were in any way different from what 
private investigators do every day? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. And because you believe private 
investigators do not use false identities to 
obtain information? 

A. There is a — 

Q. Do you know whether private 
investigators use false identities to obtain 
information? 

A. Oh, private investigators, your 
private investigators, they assault people, 
they run into them, they frame them. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Motion to 

strike, non-respons i ve . 
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A. They destroy their lives. So, oh, 
yeah, it's clearly in league with the private 
investigators that you hire. 

Q . I'm asking you generally do you know 
whether private investigators use false 
identities to obtain information. 

A. I'm positive Ingram calls himself an 
FBI agent, yeah, absolutely. 

Q. And there was -- there is no act that 
you know of or that Tonja Burden told you of 
that goes beyond what private investigators do 
in terms of obtaining information through a 
pretext of a false identity. Is that a fair 
statement? 

A. I can't state that as true at all. 

Q. Well, you don't know of any other act 
than that , right? 

A. I can't — I just can't state it as 
true. 

Q. Well, isn't it true you don't know of 
any additional act? 

MR. TABB: I'm going to 

object to the form of the question since Mr. 
Armstrong is not a private detective nor does 
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he purport to be an expert in private 
detectives. Why don't we go on to something 
Mr. Armstrong might know something about. 

THE WITNESS: Nice Church. 

MR. HERTZ BERG: I would like 

the last comment read back. 


THE 

WITNESS: 

By him? 


MR. 

HERTZBERG: 

No, by 

you 

THE 

WITNESS: 

I didn't 

say 


anything, I was just mumbling. Sometimes the 
tension and the hate generated by that 
organization towards individuals kind of gets 
to me . 

MR. BLUMENS ON: Move to 

strike. 

Q. When you knew Tonja Burden — 

A. He asked. 

Q. May I ask a question? When you knew 
Tonja Burden, did she ever talk of any benefit 
she felt she was achieving from the Church of 
Scientology or from auditing? 

A. No recollection. 

Q. Do you know whether Tonja Burden was a 

member of the GO? 
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A. Not to ray knowledge. 

Q. Did you ever see or show this document 
or hear of this document to anyone? Showing 


you a document called 
personally told this. 

MR. 

marked as an exhibit? 

MR. 

asking him a question 

MR. 

be part of the record 

MR. 

it into the record, i 
A. Never seen it 


"Each child must be 

TABB: May we have that 

BLUMENS ON: I’m just 

now. 

TABB: I think it should 

so that he knows — 
BLUMENSCN: Let’s read 

' s short enough. 


MR. TABB: Mr. Blumenson, 

would you read to into the record so we knov/ 
what it says? 

MR. BLUMENSON: Yes. This 


is a Flag order number 788, May 30th, 1968. 

It says at the top "Sea org." It says, 
"Children. Each child must be personally told 


this 

. These 

rules apply : 

1, 

i. 

any 

child 

who is 

here 

because 

someone else 

wanted 

it may 

leave 

the 

vessel. 

2, any child 

who 

i s 

being 

a udited 
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because someone else wanted it may not have 
auditing unless he or she asks for it. It is 
up to a captain to handle any problem arising 
from these rules, but they must be followed. 

L. Ron Hubbard, Commodore." At the bottom "LRH: 
SB . " 

Q. Who is SB, do you know? 

A. Sue Baker. 

Q. Do you have any doubt that this is an 
actual order? 

A. Well, I have a -- 
Q. A Flag order? 

A. I have extreme doubt as to it being 
policy. 

MR. HERTZBERG: That wasn't 

the question. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike. 

Q. Do you have any doubt that this is a 
genuine Flag order? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And tell us exactly what the doubt is 
that it isn't an order. 

A. The fact that you've produced it and 
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not all the others. 

Q. And so that any order which I produce 
in this deposition you believe is not — is a 
forgery or not genuine? 

A. Well, I say I have a doubt. If you 
were to produce the whole sequence of all the 
Flag orders from beginning to end, then I 
think that my doubt could be assuaged, but not 
you know. 

Q. You're saying that you do not believe 
this is a genuine Flag order because I've 
shown it to you in this deposition, aren't you? 

A. I've never seen it before. I know 
that your organization creates phony documents, 
so that certainly adds to the doubt in this 
case . 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-respons ive . 

MR. TABB: That is a reason 

why he had a doubt. 

Q. Can you name the phony documents 
you're referring to, please? 

A. Well, how about the creation of the 
phony documents to have Paulette Cooper 
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incarcerated? 

Q. Can you name the entire inventory of 
phony documents you're referring to? Any 
phony documents you believe were created by 
the Church? 

A. Yeah, the Freedom magazines. 

Q. And you believe Freedom magazines are 
phony documents? 

A. Well, they purport to quote from 
things and they purport to say certain things, 
and they are phony, they are fraudulent. 

Q. Do you believe that Freedom magazine 
should be banned? 

A. Let's put it -- 

Q. Or not permitted to publish? 

A. I think that Freedom magazine ought to 
publish the truth and not publish lies and 
hide behind the skirts of religiosity to 
destroy people's representations, destroy 
people's lives. I think that that's clearly 
inappropriate in what Freedom magazine does. 

I think there is no freedom in Freedom. 

Q. Can you name any Flag order or other 
written document of the Church of Scientology 
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or any of its — any organizations associated 
with it that contradict Flag — what I've 
shown you to be Flag order number 788 which 
we've read into the record just previously 
concerning children? 

(Pause.) 

Q. Can you answer that question? 

A. I think that certainly the RPF is a 
different picture from this. 

Q. Anything else that you would say 
contradicts that Flag order? 

A. No other information. But the RPF was 
not run that way. And there were kids on the 
RPF, and they had no choice, you know. The 
same thing it's — by the way, this also seems 
to at least imply a refutation of that earlier 
comment that people who didn't want auditing 
didn't have to get it. 

Q. It says that any child who is being 
audited because someone else wanted it may not 
have auditing unless he or she asks for it; 
correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And do you have any — can you name an 
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instance in which someone -- strike that. Can 
you name a particular policy which contradicts 
this Flag order? 

A. The RPF policies. 

Q. And can you specify which RPF policies? 

A. Well, the RPF policies which require 
that everyone has auditing. 

Q. And what policy of the RPF -- 

A. You have to follow this particular 
program to get out of the RPF. 

Q. What policy of the RPF states that 
someone has to receive auditing against their 
will? 

A. The F03434 series and the FC3434R 
series indicate that anyone assigned to the 
RPF has to have auditing. 

Q. Even against their will. That's what 
it says in the policy? 

A. Well, everyone is there against their 
will. No one chooses to go to the RPF. 

Q. If somebody doesn't want auditing, 
though, and doesn't want the RPF, they just go, 
rig h t? 

A. No, they don't. They are sec checked. 
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more auditing. They cannot leave. They are 
locked up. They are held against their will. 
And they are forceed to undergo sec checking, 
which is auditing. 

Q. And that's why you say auditing is 
required against people's will, because you 
include in auditing sec checking, just to be 
accurate on the record. 

A. Well, auditing is the umbrella, a 
segment of which is sec checking. 

Q. Now -- 

MR. TABBs Gentlemen, it is 
5 o'clock, it is time to go home. We'll see 
you tomorrow. 

MR. HERTZBERG: We'll resume 

tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

(Whereupon the deposition 
was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. to reconvene 
Wednesday, February 12, 1986, at 10:00 a.m.) 
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CO MMONWE ALTH OF M ASSACH US ETTS 
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 


I, Julie A. Bloom ingdale , Registered 
Professional Reporter in and for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts , do hereby 
certify that the foregoing deposition of 
Gerald Armstrong was taken before me on 
February 11, 1986. 

The said witness was duly sworn before 
the commencement of his testimony; that the 
said testimony was taken stenographica 11y by 
myself and then transcribed. To the best of 
my knowledge, the within transcript is a true 
and accurate record of said testimony. 

I am not connected by blood or 
marriage with any of the said parties, nor 
interested directly or indirectly in the 
matter in controversy. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand this day of February, 1936. 



PLE AS E NOTE: 

N G C ER TIFI CA TI ON OF THIS 
T RA NSC RIPT DOE S N OT APPLY T O ANY RE PROD U CT IOH 
OF THE _ § A M E _B Y _ A N Y _M E AN S _ UN L E 5 S _ U N D E R _ T HE 
DIR ECT CONTROL AND /OR DIRECTI ON OF THE 
CERTIFYING REPORTER. 
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